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PREACHED JUNE 17. 1798. 


Before the Aſſociate Congregation in Paiſle * 
ON OCCASION or THE DEATH © | - 1 1 


EIA SENIOR PASTOR, 


THE circumſtances in which the following diſcourſe 
was delivered will appear in its progreſs. But that the 
reader who is previouſly unacquainted with them may 
at once ſee its ſcope, it may not be improper to ap- 
prize him, that the Speaker had had the honour 
and happineſs of being affociated as colleague in the mi- | 
niſtry, for almoſt eleven years, with the great and good 
man whoſe death (in the ſixty-ſixth year of his age, and 
forty. ſecond of his miniſtry) impoſed upon him the me- 
lancholy duty of addreſſing their Congregation on the i 
ſubject of their loſs, and his own. It was a collegiate 
union of which the harmony was not for a moment in- 
5 terrupted, Greatly reluctant as the author was to 
meet the public eye in this form, he yet could not al- 
low himſelf to forego for ever an opportunity of ereCt- 
.Ing his « frail memorial” in honour of a perſon ſo high- 
ly venerated by him, and of a character than which 
none can ſuffer leſs, or gain more, by a juſt diſplay. 


SERMON I. 


2 Kings i 16 7 eu : 

And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, 
and ſmote the waters, and ſaid, Where is the Lord 
God of Eli jah? And, when be alſo had ſmitten 
the waters, they parted hither "wha thither : and 
Eliſha went over. a 


The text i „„ 
He ſaid, WHERE 18 THE LORD O or Han? 


185 Ton HIS is the fervent ejaculation of Eliſha, | 
when he had loſt Elijah, his ſpiritual. father and 
tried friend, and his predeceſſor i in | the prophetical 
office. 8 


| Anono all the elders who have obtained a good 
report through faith, and whoſe names ſtand high 
on the rolls of ſpotleſs fame, there i is none more 
venerable than Elijah the Tiſhbite. He was 1 3 
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6 SRM ON I. 


perſon altogether extraordinary. He converſed 
among men like a being of a ſuperior order. His 


entrance on the ſcene of public life was abrupt and 


awful; his whole progreſs was marked by a ſucceſ- 
ſion of wonders; and his exit was glorioully tr tri- 
umphant. 


Emerging all at once from deep obſcurity, he 


| nne and addreſſed Ahab, king of Iſrael, 
like one delegated by God to controul nature, to 
5 ſuperintend in part the adminiſtration of provi - 
dence, and to diſpenſe or withhold the influences 
of heaven: As the Lord God of Iſrael liveth, before 
hom I ſtand, there ſhall not be dew nor rain theſe 0 
gears, but according to my word *. He then as ſud- | 
| denly diſappeared. In his retirement he was ſtill 
the ſame ſingular and wonderful man. He went 


and dwelt by the brook Cherith : and the raven. 


brought him bread and fleſb in the morning, and bread 


aud fleſh in the evening. Next, we find him enter- 


tained i in the houſe of the widow of Zarephath, : 


who, receivin g 4 prophet in the name of a prophet, 


had indeed @ prophet's reward: For the handful of 
. meal in the barrel became an inexhauſtible gra- 
nary, and her little cruſe of oil a flowing fountain, 


for her own and his ſupply; and, when Death in- 


vaded her family, and bereft her of her ſon, , even 
Death 


* 1 Kings xvii, 1. 


— 
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Death was compelled to reſtore the captive child, 
and Elijah was the firſt among men who was im- 


powered to recover the prey from that mighty 


conqueror. Afterwards, we ſind him upon Mount 


Carmel, in full manifeſtation before the aſſembled 
tribes of Iſrael; very jealous for the Lord God of 
_ bo/is+ in the midſt of that great congregation ; 
acting wondrouſly in the utmoſt plenitude of his 


prophetical power; and aſcertaining by glorious | 


8 wide of terror and of mercy that IEHñOVAH is 
God *. At his prayer, the fire from heaven con- 
ſumed the ſacriſice in the ſight of the aſtoniſhed 
multitudes: the worſhippers of Baal (the moſt 


ancient of idols) were confounded : all the people 
fell upon their faces in deep veneration ; and Iſrael 


confeſſed his God. Elijah then promiſed to his 
repentant people an abundance of rain, which they 


had long unſucceſsfully implored from the vanities 
of the Gentiles. Forthwith, the aſpect of the torrid 

ſky of Canaan began to change. Clouds flying 
upon the wings of the wind were ſeen collecting 


and hovering over its parched fields with their 


watery ſtores; and there was a time of refreſhing 
from the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of 


bit power. But though Elijah had done ſuch won- 
drous works, all his recompenſe from men was 


cruel. 


+ 1 Kings xix. 14. * 1 Kings xviii. 
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cruel perſecution. Queen Jezebel, the inſolent 
and ſanguinary patroneſs of idolatry, ſought his 
life. To eſcape her reſentment, he fled through 
that great wilderneſs which Ifrael had traverſed 


on their march from Egypt. In his flight, an an- 


gel miniſtered to him. And, when he came to 
Horeb, the mount of God, around which Iſrael aſſem- 
bled to hear the proclamations of Heaven, Elijah, 


the reſtorer of the law, was admitted to the high 


honour which Moſes the lawgiver had enjoyed 
there long before, of holding a ſolemn interview 
po with Jumovan. Returning, however, into the 
region of Samaria, to reſume thoſe duties from 
which no obſtacles could long detain him, or dan- 
gers deter him, he found himſelf (what could he 
| leſs, under the Divine protection?) as ſafe in the 
midſt of his enemies, as he had been among the 


rocks, and the caves, and the ſolitudes of Horeb. 
The laſt of the commands which he received 
while he was upon the mount with God, was to 
anoint Eliſha the ſon of Shaphat to be prophet in his 
room *, But it was the firſt which he executed: 
anxious that, for the good of Iſrael, there might 


5 be no chaſm in the prophetic ſucceſſion. And 
herein he diſplayed the ſame fatherly ſolicitude, EY 
and "GlntereRed patriotiſm, which had formerly 


actuated 


* 1 Kings xix, 16. 


I” 


pk, BE of 


a ed. 


actuated Moſes when the termination of his minis. 
IF was nn to him by N 


Tn. author of the Book of Eccleſiaſticus has 
aptly compared the prophet Elijah to a fire, and 
« his words to a burning lamp ;. But the moſt 


reſplendent luminaries of the church, and its moſt 
ſeraphic teachers, muſt quit their ſtations here be- 
low: and, though the word of the Lord enduret) 


Fer ever, they by whom i it is ſpoken are not ſuffer- 
ed long to continue. The time drew nigh when 
great Elijah was to be taken from among men to 
dwell for ever in the bliſsful preſence of that God 


for whom he had contended on Carmel, and with 


whom he had converſed on Horeb; and to mingle 


with thoſe bigh celeſtial beings with whoſe viſita- 
tions he had been ſo familiar upon earth. The 
manner of his departure was to be no leſs extra- 
ordinary than his life and miniſtry had been. 


Of that great event, the chapter of which the 
text is a part contains a circumſtantial narrative. 


It begins thus: Ard it came to paſs, when the Lord 
evould take up Eli ijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that 


Elijah went with Eliſha from Gilgal *. On their 
way, Elijah faid to his faithful attendant, Ta arry 


Bere, I r thee ; ; * the Lord hath ſent me 10 Be- 


thel 


+ Numb, 22 ii. 16. + Ecclus Ari, 1... Ver. . 
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10 SERMON I. 


tbel f. This propoſal he made, not to expreſs his 
own deſire but to prove the conſtancy of Eliſha's 
attachment, to afford him an opportunity of de- 


_ claring it, and, perhaps, to lead on to ſome pro- 


table diſcourſe. Eliſha proteſted, As the Lord 
liveth, and as thy ſcul liveth, I will not leave thee. 


Again and again, the ſame propoſal produced the 


ſame reply tf. As the Lord livgth, and as thy ſoul 


 liveth, I will not leave thee. And no wonder that 
he refuſed to leave him, ſince it appears that for | 
ten years, and more, they had lived together in 


cordial union, and uninterrupted harmony ; Eli- 


ſha ever venerating Elijah, and Elijah ever indul- 


gent to Eliſha. 
That there was to be wwmetking very extraor- = 


dinary in the circumſtances of Elyjah's departure, 


as well as that it was then to happen, ſeems to 


have been anticipated by the ſons of the prophets. 


Hence, thoſe of them who were at Bethel, and 
thoſe who were at Jericho, came to Eliſha, and 
faid to him, Knoweſt thou that the Lord will take 
thy maſter from thy head to-day * ? This was a ſub- 
jet on which he needed no information from them, 


an d on which the fulneſs of the heart prevented | 


utterance: 7 ea, T know it, ſaid he, hold ye your peace. 
But though they were not permitted to join the 
illuſtrious 


+ Ver. 2 7 Ver. 4, & 6. Ver. 3, & 5. 
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illuſtrious travellers, nor indulged with much of 
their converſation, the ſons of the prophets were 


not forbidden to follow remotely, and to contem- 
plate from afar the ſcene of wonders which was 
now to appear. Accordingly, while they two went 
en, fifty men of the ſons of the prophets went, and ſtood 
20 view afar off: and they two ſtood by Jordan +. 


The ſons of the prophets marked them with eager 


attention. While they looked on; Elijah took his 
mantle, and wrapt it together, and ſinote the waters, 


and they were divided hither and thither, ſo that they 


ioo went over on dry ground}. To have thus at- 
' tempted that tremendous paſſage, argued in Eliſha 
no ſmall degree of attachment to Elijah, and of 


faith in God. Having taken this laſt proof of 
both, Elijah faid to Eliſha, on the bank of Jordan, 
which they had now gained, Aſt what / ſhall do 


for thee before ] be taken from thee . The permiſ- 
ſion was uncircumſcribed, becauſe Elijah well 


knew that Eliſha would requeſt nothing but what 


It became a prophet to deſire, and a prophet to 


grant. Without heſitation, Eliſha named his 


choice: I pray thee let a double portion of thy ſpirit 
be upon me. How natural was it for this good diſ- 
ciple to covet earneſtly the beſt of the gifts which 
he had been wont to admire | in his maſter Let 


a double 


+ Ver. . + Ver. 8 * Ver. 9. 
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a double portion f thy ſpirit be upon me. He did 
not mean to ſolicit the gift of prophecy and of 
_ miracles in a proportion doubling Elijah's ; for of 
ſuch a meaſure as that the poſſibility, or at leaſt i 
the utility, could not well be conceived : but a 
portion doubling, or greatly excceding, what had 
been ordinarily vouchſafed to inſpired men. 
* Tho haſt afted,” ſaid Elijah, © a hard thing + * 
%a gift which is not mine to give, a gift ſingu- 
e larly excellent, and but ſeldom indulged to man. 
NY * Nevertheleſs, L. preſcribe. a condition, and give 
< thee a ſign ; if thou fee me when 1 am taken from 
85 thee, it ſhall be ſo unto thee; but if not, it ball 
not be ſo.” Having made this ample proviſion 5 
for bis ſucceſſor, Elijah had finiſhed all his work 
on earth: and now he felt his mind diſburthened 
of every care, and diſengaged for converſation. 
They went on, therefore, and talzed. As they ad- 
vanced, behold there came on to meet them a chariat 
of fire, and harſes of fire {4 ſplendid appearance 
miraculouſly produced for the occaſion, reſembling 
a chariot and horſes of fire; reſembling fire, not 
for burning heat, but for radiant brightneſs. 
Heaven lent ſome of its pomp to the earth, to 
grace the entrance of this illuſtrious miniſter of 
dd into thoſe bleſſed regions which his name and 
his fame had reached long before. This glorious 
5 machine 
I Ver, 10. 


ne 
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machine was ſent, and the tranſlation rendered 
conſpicuous, not for Elijah's ſake alone, who, with 
as much advantage to himſelf might have gone in- 
viſibly to heaven; nor for the ſake of thoſe celeſ- 
tials whom he was about to join, intelligences who 


are not captivated with outward ſhow : But, firſt, 


for the fake of Eliſha, to whom the ſight muſt | 
needs have proved very conſirming; for the ſake 
allo of the ſons of the prophets Kill viewing from 
beyond Jordan, who were thus made witneſſes of 
the great event; and, eſpecially, for the ſake of the 
ignorant, inſidel, idolatrous and profane men of 
that generation, who might recogniſe in this grand 
occurrence a new and ſtriking proof of the reality 
of another world, a demonſtration of the future 
exiſtence of the body as well as of the ſoul, a ſure 
pledge of the marked diſtinction which is hereafter 
to be made between the righteous and the wicked, 


and a glorious example of the munificence of God 


in rewarding thoſe who, by their fidelity to reli- 
gion, and uſefulneſs to men, have honoured him 
in their times. The chariot of fire which met the 
| prophets, parted them both aſunder. The tendereſt 
connexions on earth muſt be diſlolved. Elijah and 
Eliſha muſt part: and it was fit that he who had 
| firſt borne the burden and heat of the day, ſhould 
be the firſt to enter into the joy of his Lord. 


B ee | White, | 
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While, therefore, Eliſha was left upon the earth, 
Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven, © He 
% was taken up,” ſays the ſon of Sirach, “ ina 


« whirlwind of fire *.” In this glorious career he 


; paſſed the aerial regions; and thence, doubtleſs 
without any ſuch accompaniment, he aſcended 
into the heaven of heavens. Angels, we may be- 


lieve, convoyed him thither ; and conducted him 
there, till he came to the Ancient of Days, and they 


brought him near before Him, to receive that high 


approbation and welcome which conſummates the 


| felicity of che my Well done, d and faith Yful 
 ferwant. 


When Elijah went up, El. ſha far it ; and thus 


he had the pledge of obtaining his great requeſt, 
N He jaw it, and he cried, * My father, my father, the | 
* chariot of Iſrael and the horſemen thereof; my beſt . 


friend, Iſrael's beſt defence.” -an exclamation 


ſtrongly expreſſive of his inextinguiſhable affection 

for the departing prophet, of his ſenſe of his own 
and Ifrael's loſs, and of his having beheld the ſpe. 
cified ſign which ſecured to him the parting bleſ. 


ſing. We may believe that, like the Diſciples 


gazing up into heaven when Chriſt was received into 
glory, Eliſha anxiouſly followed with his eyes | 
the Pomding pomp, till clouds or diſtance put it 


beyond 


* Feclus xlviii. 9. 
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beyond his view. And he ſaw him no more. And 


he too hold of his own clothes, and rent them in twa 
' pieces, Although he had obſerved and underſtood 
the various occurrences which had announced E- 


lijah's departure, although the manner of it prov- 


- ed it to be great gain to the tranſlated ſaint, and 
although the circumſtance of his having beheld it, 
aſſured him that to himſelf it would be followed 
with an acceſſion of high gifts from God, and of 


high honours from men; yet, at the final diſap. 


pearance of one ſo great and good, ſo beloved and 
revered, all the amiable ſenſibilities of nature were 
touched, every generous and tender feeling within 
him was wounded, and Eliſha's heart was wrung 
with the parting pang. And he took hold of bis Fn. 
duthes, and rent them i in two one: 


All that Elijah lefe behind id des the nawer- 


garment which he had been accuſtomed to wear. 
Perhaps it was the ſame which he caſt upon Eliſha 
vhen he conſecrated him the Prophet Elect of If- 
| racl. We are told in the narrative, that it fell 
from him. It fell from him when he began his aſ- 
cent to that happier country, where he was 
not to need it for concealment, for ornament, = 


or for defence. It fell from him, we may preſume, 


at the moment of that glorious transformation 
which prepared him for the place of his future re- 


ſulence. 
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ſidence, and which ſhall be exemplified in the ſaints 
who ſhall be found alive at the coming of the Lord &. 


' Eliſha gathered it up as a precious remain. He took 


up alſo, fays the ſcripture, the mantle of Elijah that 
fell from him, and went back, and /lood by the bank 
of Jordan . He went back : retracing now, in 


penſive ſolitude, and with ſlow and interrupted 
ſteps, the path which he had fo lately trode at the 


fide of his Elijah. He went back to rejoin the 


world and the church militant with which he was 


ſtill connected, and to mingle in the ſcenes of ac- 
tive life in which it was his duty to be ſtill conver- 
ſant. He went back, and flood by the bank of Jor- 
dan. He ſtead, perhaps, upon the very ſpot where 
he had aſked and obtained the parting bleſſing. 
He ſtood eyeing the full flowing ſtream on which 


his illuſtrious friend had but now performed the 
laſt of his mighty works. He toad revolving 


deep in his breaſt the paſt, the preſent, and the 


future. Many tender and ſtrong emotions ſtrug- 
gled within him. He felt, beſides, a very unuſual 


impulſe. He was prompted to repaſs Jordan as 


he had come over it, and now, for the firſt time, 
to try his influence with Omnipotence. It was 
the ſpirit of Elyah beginning to move Eliſha, At 
length, the agitations of his mind and heart, his 


” regrets 


* 


LORD GOD OF ELIJAH? He names Elijah; but 


be invokes Elijah's God. He utters not the lan- 
guage of doubt and diſtruſt, but of faith and fer- 
vent deſire: Where is the Lord God of Elijah? or, 
' Where is the Lord God of Elijah, even himſelf? 


_ To diſplay the ſpirit and the references of theſe 
words, is now the object of this diſcourſe, This 
_ ejaculatory exclamation, then, may be conſidered, 


I. In its reference to Elijah, who is named in 


it, and from whom God himſelf i is here denomi- 
nated: 


II. In its · reference to Eliſha? $ OWN peculiar c cir- 
cumſtances, when he uttered it: 


III. In its reference to the congregation of IC. . 
rael, among whom Elijah had lately miniſtered, and 
among whom Eliſha was henceforth to miniſter : 
alone: And, =O 
IG More ——_— as e and exem- 
. plary of that recurrence to God which is ſo con- 


genial 
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regrets and his deſires were too mighty for reſtraint. 
In the height of prophetic rapture, he too the man- 
lle Elijab, and ſmote the waters : and in ſmiting 
them, poured forth his ſoul in the vehement aſpi- 
ration of the text, pronouncing at once the name 
of Elijah, and of Elijah's God; WHERE 1s THE 


* - „ 
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genial and conſolatory to a devout mind, in every 


trying viciſſitude of life, 


I. The exclamation plainly indicates that, on 


his way from the ſcene of the tranſlation, and now 
on the bank of Jordan, Eliſha was impreſſed with 
the higheſt veneration for his departed friend, as a 
man indiſputably and eminently connected with 

God. Had he not ſtrongly felt this impreſſion, he 
would not have addreſſed the object of his adora- 


tion by the title of % Lord God of Elijah. 


The Lord God of Elijah ! While Eliſha uttercd 


theſe words he was reviewing the paſt with a 


mind attentive and ardent, and full of the remem- 
brance of Elijah as one who, while he lived a- 


mong men, had been ſingularly a man of Gad. 
On the one hand, Elijah was a man who had 
devoted himſelf to God. Had it not been ſo, the 


appellation here given to the Divinity had been 


impertinent in itſelf, and inſulting to him. For 


he refuſes to be called the God of thoſe who de- 
part from him in heart, or in works deny him. 
But he had been the ſupreme object of Elyah's 
faith, love, hope, adoration and obedience. In 
his ſervice Elijah had been upright and active, in- 
trepid, perſevering, and gloriouſſy exemplary. 
To have thought or ſaid of hah that he had 


ſerved 
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7 ſerved God much, or above many, had been but 
faint, partial, unappropriate approbation. He had 
ſerved God above all his contemporaries. He had 


1 been, 1n his days, incomparably the moſt illuſtri- 
5 ous advocate on earth for the truth: - And his 
8 were days which put the ſincerity and ſtrength of. 
a men's religion ſeverely to the teſt : days of ſuch 
h degeneracy, that there were but ſeven thouſand i in 
c KR lfracl who had not biwed 10 Baal; and days of 
;- ME ſuch danger that of thoſe ſeven thouſand none dar- 
ed to appear for God“. But neither the cowar- 

d dice and deſertion of the beſt in Iſrael, nor the 

a ſcorn and rage and violence of the worſt, could i in- = 
n- timidate nn: ” 
a- | 

6 faithful found 
d Among the faithleſs, faithful only he : 
e Among innumerable falſe, unmoved, 5 1 
N « Unſhaken, unſeduced, unterrified, 
or is loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal : 


«© Nor number, nor example, with him wrought 
To ſwerve from truth, or change his conſtant mind 
1 Tho üngle * 


| What carefulngſe was there i in him to aſcertain and 
e 


2 : Kloge 3 14,18, + Par, Loſt. v. 897. 
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diſcharge his duty; yea, what clearing of himſelf 
from fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of dark- 
neſs; yea, what indignation againſt idolatry ;* yea, 
what vehement defire for reformation ; yea, what 
zeal for God; yea, what revenge againſt the corrup- 
ters of his worſhip, and the ſeducers of his people? 
As Elijah had fignally conſecrated himſelf to 
God ; fo, on the other hand, by moſt memorable 
tokens, JeHovan had avowed himſelf, and of con- 
ſequence, could not but chuſe, to be called, The 
God of Elijah. To Elijah he gave a commiſ- 
ſion more ample, and honourable, than any other 
_ prophet, Moſes excepted, had ever received. Eli- 
jah executed it with a ſpirit and power x which have 
been the admiration of all ſucceeding times : Cod 
alſo bearing him witneſs, both with ſigns and wonders, 
and with divers miracles. Thus “ honoured in his 
6 wondrous deeds ; before his tranſlation, he 
| had many a teſtimony that he pleaſed God. But his 
tranſlation itſelf, as it was the concluding, v was the 
moſt amazing proof c of the divine acceptance. Since 
the beginning of time he was the ſecond, and be 
has been the laſt, who departed for glory by a- 
nother route than the dark valley of death. E- 
noch the ſeventh from Adam was the firſt: And 
he too bad been, in moſt perilous times, a an illuſtri- | 
ous 
* Luke i. 17. 5 Ta vleil. 105 Ys 


SERMON I. 21 


- ous prophet, an undaunted reprover of fin, and 


a preacher and worker of righteouſneſs ; and had 


_ dared, alone, to withſtand the torrent of corrup- 


tion in 2 world deluged by iniquity before it was 


depopulated by the flood of waters. He pleaſed | 
God, and was beloved of him: ſo that living 

« among ſinners he was tranſlated *.” In both ex- 
amples, God gloriouſly verified the faying that is 

written, Them that honour me 1 will honour. 


As the man of God, the man who. honoured : 
God and whom God delighted to honour, Elyah's 


name was great in Iſrael ; and he was equally 

| dreaded by the bad, and venerated by the good. 
But Eliſha, his friend and diſciple, had more ful. 

ty known his doctrine, manner ef life, purpoſe, faith, | 
 long-ſuffering, charity, patience, perſecutions and af- 
fictions; and alſo the grand atteſtations which he 
had received of the divine acceptance. unto that 


fame day that he was taken up : And now, when 5 


the varied and intereſting and wondrous ſcene was 


cloſed, he was dwelling on the retroſpect with a 
melting heart, and revering the memory while he 
regretted the loſs of the man of God. = 


fant tt gra 


Bor farther, the appellation uſed in this ad- 


dreſs indicates not only Eliſha's recollection of What 
5 Elijah had been upon earth, but his firm perſua- 


ſion that the departed faint was ſtill honourably | 
F ein, 
Wiſd. iv. 10. 
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connected with God, and now alive with him in 
glory. For, when JIEHovan is in ſcripture called 
the God of departed ſaints, the expreſſion marks, 


not a paſt and terminated, but a preſent and per- 
manent relation; and implies that thoſe whoſe 
God he is ſaid to be are not, when they go hence, 
abandoned by him, but exalted to endleſs bleſſed- 
neſs. This is the doctrine which our Lord ſtated 
and demonſtrated againſt the Sadducees. In proof 
of it he argues, convincingly, on the obvious prin- 


ciple that a relation cannot ſubſiſt if one of the 


correlates fails; Cod is not the God of the dead, but 8 
of the living *. Now, if even Moſes ſhewed at the 
HBuſb his belief of the happineſs of the diſembodi- 
cd ſouls, and his hope of the future glorious re. 
; ſurrection of the bodies of his great anceſtors, . N 
when he calleth The Lord the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob + : did not Eli- 
ſha, at the bank of Jordan, when he calls I HOvAEH 
the God of Eljah, as plainly evince his belief that 
both the ſoul and body of his illuſtrious friend 


were immortalized in glory ? Hence, when the 


ſons of the prophets propoſed to explore hill and 
valley in queſt of their honourable elder, Eliſha 

diſcountenapced the extravagant project, and, as 
long as prudence or modeſty would permit, refit. 
ed their teazing importunities ; ; avowing thus his 


conviction 
* Mat. xxii, 34. | Luke xx. 37. 


W 


his 
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conviction that the heavens had received, and 
were to retain Elijah. And they did receive him; 


and we know that they retained him till his ap- 


pearance on the mount of transſiguration: and 
they muſt retain him now till he ſhall re- appear at 


the coming of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord with all bis ſaints. | 


We have now ſeen that the exclamation be- 


fore us, indicates the higheſt reſpect for tranſlated 
Elijah, as a man who had been, and who fill was, 
honourably connected with God. How various 
and oppoſite muſt have been the emotions of Eli. 
ſha while fuch reflections crouded on his mind! 
'T he more he thought on what Elijah had been, 
the more, doubtleſs, would he regret his abſence 3 . 
and the more he thought on what he now was, 
he would the more rebuke the ſelſiſnnefs of his 
own grief, and rejoice in his friend's great gain. 


Similar to the mixed feelings of Eliſha at this 


time, are thoſe of which we are conſcious on the 


remembrance of loſt friends, who were indiſput- 
ably good. In our fond reviews of their charac- 


ter, the mind broods over thoſe excellencies, of 
which the recollection, while it gratifies our at- 
tachments, aggravates our ſorrows. But we are 
inſenſibly relieved by the exhilarating reflection, 
that W who lived with: God while they lived 
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with us, m win be with him ſtill, and with him 
now in the poſſeſſion of all their hopes and ours. 
This ſublime perſuaſion characteriſes the grief of 
a faint for thoſe who die in the Lord. It is a ſenti- 
ment which at once compoſes and exalts the ſoul 
of the mourner. It tranſlates his heart to heaven: 
and cheers the gloom of ſeparation with the hope 
of a bleſſed re. union in the eternal abodes of the 
I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them who afe aſleep, that ye forrow not, 
even as others who have no hope. For if we believe 
that Jeſus died and roſe again, even ſo them alſo who 
ſleep i in Jeſus, will God bring with him. - 
men. comfort one another to- day with theſe . 

20 0rd. . He whom we have loſt is gone to his 
Father and our Father, to his God and our God. 


II. Lz us conſider the exclamation in the text 
in its reference to Eliſha's own peculiar circum- 
ſtances. It is an earneſt ejaculation on his o.] n 
behalf, that God would be with him as he had 
been with Elijah. 
The ejaculation reſpected both the e preſent 24 
che future circumſtances of Eliſha. hs Lt 


70 reſpeted his preſent circumſtances. Ad- 
e / Z vanced 
* Theſſ. iv. 13, 14, & 18. 


vanced to the brink of Jordan, irreſiſtibly inſti- 


| gated to attempt a miraculous paſlage of its ſtream, 


and wrapping together and lifting up the mantle 


of the tranſlated prophet to ſmite the waters, he 

invokes JeHovan, the God of Elijah, as the apoſ- 
tles in performing miracles, invoked Jeſus, 'the 
great God our Saviour, the Lord of apoſtles and 
prophets. Eliſha calls upon God to interpoſe for 
him as he had done for his predeceſſor. He called 
not in vain, The God of Elijah was preſent. 
| The waters ſaw it, and fled; Jordan was driven 
back, its channels were diſcovered ; and a ſafe 
road on dry ground to its farther bank appeared *. 
| For, when he alſo had ſmitten the waters, they part. 
ed hither and thither : and E liſha went over. . 


Bur the ejaculation reſpedted his future as well 


as his preſent circumſtances. It is a prayer for 
that great and permanent portion of the prophetic 
ſpirit, which he had requeſted as a laſt gift from 


Elijah, which Elijah had conditionally promiſed 


him, and which God, by ſhowing him the ſign, 


had pledged himſelf to beſtow. Standing, as moſt 


probably he was when he uttered the exclama- 
tion in the text, upon or near the ſpot where the 
VT ws Do had been aked and __ ready forth. 


with 


* Verſe 8. 
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with to commence that prophetic career which E- 
lijah had ſo gloriouſly terminated, and in which 
he could not follow him without the ſame ſpirit ; 


and having it now no longer in his power to em- 


plwKẽay that great prophet's interceſſion with the Au- 
thor of every good gift; he goes himſelf to Elijah's 


God, imploring by direct application what he had 
formerly ſought more circuitouſly through the in-. 
fluence of Elijah. The heavenly Father granted his | 


petition. The ſons of the prophets recogniſed the 


fact, and ſaid, The foirit of Elijab doth reſt on Eli. 
ba. And they came to meet him, and bowed them- 
ſelves to the ground before him * doing homage to 


him as their chief, reverencing his high ſtation and 


endowments, and looking up to him as the light 
of Iſrael. From that time Eliſha went farth in the 
 foirit and power of Elijah. All Iſrael from Dan even 


to Beerfheba knew that he was eſtabli ;ſhed to be a a pro- 


pbet of the Lord. And among the nations all a- 
round it was talked that in Iſrael there was 2. 


prophet mighty i in word and in deed. +. Although 
in a certain awful ſublimity of character, and in 


the ſplendour of ſome of his public actions, Elijah 
was never equalled by Eliſha, the latter can ſcarce- 
y be held an inferior Prophet. He was as s uſeful 
to 
* Verſe 15. + 2 King! ili, 12, v. I, e. vi. 12. vi. 7. 


rit 


fer 


one 
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to the church, and to the ſtate. He performed, 


ſay the Jewiſh writers, twice as many miracles. 
Four times as long he preſided in the prophetic 
ſchools, and was revered as the living oracle of 
heaven. At length, he too finiſhed his courſe in 


the ways of righteouſneſs : And when he was de- 


parting, the fame honourable lamentation with 


which he followed Elijah, was pronounced over 


himſelf. Joaſp the king of Iſrael came down unto him, 
when he was fallen fick of the ſickneſs whereof he died, 
and wept over his face, and ſaid, O my father, my 
father, the chariot of Iſrael and the horſemen theres. 


Tuus, as the anſwer of prayer for the accom- 
pliſhment of a divine promiſe, the ſpirit of Elijab 
reſied upon Elyha ; and its fruits were glorious. 
Happy was it for him that he made ſuch a choice, 


and happy that he followed it with ſuch fervent 


ſupplications! 5 
What an encouragement to the ſucceſlors of 


| thoſe who have honourably finiſhed their labours 


in the church, to reflect that the reſt due of the ſpi- 
rit is with God / Conſcious when we are, not only 
of much infirmity, but, it may be, of much in- 


feriority to our predeceſſors, there is no cauſe for 


overwhelming diſquietude: for, there i is one Spirit, 
one Lord, one God and Father El all. | 
by Of 

2 Kings xiii. 14. 


bs upon Chri/t, let each of you, brethren, deſire a 
double portion. Would to Heaven it were more 
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of the enlightening and fanctifying Spirit that 


the object of emulation among Chriſtians to excel 
in grace! That ftrife (a ſtrife which would baniſh 
others innumerable). would be glorious in the 


church, and its event would be happy. Every 
man's ſucceſs would diffuſe the peace of God through 
his own heart, and a bleſſing all around him. 
That you may obtain the Spirit of Chriſt, let each, 


like Eliſha, employ the interceſſion of thoſe who 


have influence with God; but like Eliſha too, let 
| each aſk for himſelf. The excellence of the gift 
may inſpire ardour of application, the promiſes 
of God confidence of ſucceſs. Remember ye not 
that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, while he was yet on 
earth, but about to aſcend to heaven, promiſed to 


us the Holy Spirit from the Father. Now I go my 


 vay to him that ſent me, ſaid the bleſſed Saviour; noto 
Igo my way to him that ſent me. And it is expedient 
for you that I go away : for if I go not away, the Com- 


 forter will not come unto you ; but if I depart, I will 
fend him unto you. Brethren, Jeſus is gone, Jeſus 
I glorified ; and your Hig Father n the 28 | 
by Spirit to them that aſh him *. . 


m. The 


* John xiv. 26. xv. 26. xvi. 5, 7. vii. 39. 


The 


— 49 


III. Tux ejaculation in the text is expreſſive of 


Eliſha's great concern for the people of Iſrael, now 


deprived of Elijah's miniſtry, and committed to 


| his. How deeply he regretted their loſs by the 
departure of Elijah, appeared at the very inſtant 
of the tranſlation. | 


| Bemoaning them no leſs than 
himſelf, he exclaimed, © My father, ny father, 


 *. the chariot of Ijrael, and the horſemen thereof.” 
In his eſtimate, the nation had ſuffered a cala- 
mity equalling the ruin of its beſt appointed armies. 
Aſſuredly, the prayer in the text is, in its refer- 


ences, not leſs extenſive than that lamentation: 


And he who but 2 little before, when Elijah was 
taken away, bewailed Iſrael's loſs as feelingly as 
his own, is now as generouſly. ſupplicating for 
Iſrael, as well as for himſelf, the JOE of Ell 
Jah's God. 


Eliſha well knew Abt in times bt ſuch de. 


generacy as thoſe in which he lived, when i igno- 


rance, infidelity and profanity much prevailed, 
Iſrael could but ill fpare its intrepid reformer: 
and that in times of ſuch danger, when Moab 
was in actual rebellion, and when the inſidious 


and inſolent Syrian was menacing inv aſion, Urael 85 
W but ill 12 its beſt defence 5 


In” PORE hos What 


* x Kings . „ 4 Kings i 1. 1, 6, 8, 12. 


— — — — 
ra 1 — ui — 
. 


— — — 


— — 


d ”—_ — — — — — — 
—— —— ——— — — 
— 4 $ 
* 


— — o 
OO IP ———— — 
5 ry , 


Z _ were 2 — 2 2 — 7 


30 . SERMON I. 


What wonder, then, that at the departure of 
Elijah, the patriotiſm of Eliſha trembled for the 
fate, and his piety for the church? He had ever 
felt an intereſt in the proſperity of both. But 


while Eiijah, a man ſo mighty with God and ſo 


intent on his country's good, remained with If- 
| rael, that feeling had nothing oppreſſive in it. 
Now, however, when the great patriotic ſaint was 
gone, it was accompanied with perplexing ſo- 
licitude for the public ſafety, And among the 
ſources of Eliſha's anxiety, none of the leaſt 
might be the fear that Elijah's place would be but 
ill ſupplied by himſelf, and that, while the pro- 
phetic ſucceſſion was continued, Iſrael might ſuf. 
fer much by his occupancy of a ſtation which had 
been ſo illuſtriouſly filled before. 


Thus ſituated, and feeling thus, what remain- 


ed for Eliſha but to repair, as he did, to the God 
of his great predeceſſor, earneſtly intreating that 
the ſame divine favours which had ſignalized his 
miniſtry might ſtill be continued to Iſrael? © Where 
8 * is the Lord G, of Elijah? Iſrael enjoys Elijah 
„ no more: but let them not be deprived of the 
6 + preſence of that God who raiſed him vp, who 
made him ſo great a bleſſing, and who accom- 
< panied his exertions with ſuch mighty power, 
and 


_ 8. 6 


Se oo 
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< and eſſect. Give ear, O Shepherd of Iſrael, thou 
« that leadeſi Toſeph like a flock ! ſhine forth in the 


“ manifeſtations of thy glory; and, before Ephraim 


be and Manaſſeh, tir up thy ftrengih, and come for 


«6 


our ſalvation by thy wondrous works of pro- 


vidence and of grace; as in the days of Elijah.“ 


In every age, the removal of perſons of e- 


minent worth and extenſive uſefulneſs, has been 


deplored as a common calamity. All Iſrael mourn- 


” for Miriam, for Aaron, for Moſes, for Samu- 


; all Judah for Aſa, for Hezekiah, for Joſiah; 


= Joaſh for Eliſha ; and the devout men for 


Stephen, the firſt of Chriſtian Martyrs. | When 
ſociety, by the removal of its beſt members, loſes 


the benefit of much wiſdom and experience, of 
much active and exemplary goodneſs, and of 


much influence with God, neither piety nor hu- 
manity can withhold the tear of condolence. If 
ſuch loſſes are frequent, and not repaired; if the 
righteous are taken away from the church, and 


not replaced, or, if the ſucceſſion of the great 


benefactors of the ſtate is perceptibly ſuſpended; 
the appearance is alarming, and augurs ill for 
the civil or eccleſiaſtical community. 


The death, therefore, of thoſe who, in a a civil | 
or religious view, are the excellent ones 5 of the earth, 
_ 


— — — 


— — — —_— „% —ĩᷣ 
— — — — — ” 
benno dots 3: Dr an 01 en 
— — — — — a — hy 
- 


— —! OO 


ſ 


q 
[i 
| 


— 


. 


— 
— — —— 


——— A os 


— — 


e 
. — 7 
2 


. 


= — ES — os n 


if 
; 
l 


* EET AAS LD —— 0 e W 


— —— 
A 


— = —_Y 


_ 


- 


32 SERMON I. 


ought to awaken in ſurvivors much ſerious 
thoughtfulneſs. But on ſuch mournful occaſions, 


ſympathy with ſociety muſt produce more ſubſtan- 


tial fruits than unavailing lamentations. From 


lamentation for Iſrael, Eliſha now betook himſelf 


to prayer, and from prayer to pious and patriotic 


exertions. Go ye, and do likewiſe, While the dif. 


appearance of illuſtrious virtue rouſes your keeneſt 
ſenſibilities for the public loſs, let thoſe generous 


feelings prompt your ardent interceſſions for ſo- 


ciety to Him of whoſe goodneſs its departed be- 
nefactors were but the inſtruments : and let them 


do more; let them animate each of you, in his 
place, to redouble his own efforts for the benefit 
of the ſtate, and of the church. 


In particular, when the church is from time to 
time deprived of Paſtors, or of private Chriſtians, 
who have dore worthily in their generation, and : 
whoſe names have been famous in Jſracl, let us, like 
Eliſha, reſort in fervent prayer to the Lord Gd of 
the Holy prophets, who can cauſe other /aviours 10 


come up upon Mount Zion as conſpicuous as thoſe who 


are gone, Or Can work the ſame ſalvation by 1n- 


ſtruments more obſcure. In ſupplicating at ſuch 


times, for the remnant that is left, we nay, like 
Faria, invigorate our deſires, and enforce our 
petitions, 
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petitions, by references to the paſt. Remember- 


ing e years of the right hand of the Moft High, and 


his wonders of old ; commemorating the characters, 
qualifications, and exertions of thoſe benefactors 
of religion who now re/t from their labours ; and 


rehearſing in the audience of God what he did 
in their days, and by their agency ;—we may in- 
treat that, as circumſtances ſhall require, ſimilar 
miniſters of good to the church may be provided, 
ſimilar works of mercy performed, and ſimilar 


manifeſtations of the divine glory vouchſafed : 
« Where is the Lord God of Elijah 2 Where is he that 


« put his Holy Spirit in Moſes ? Where is he that led 
„ his people with his glorious arm, dividing the waters 


« before them, to make himſelf an everlaſting name. . 
& [ook down from heaven, and behold from the habi- 
e tation of thy holineſs and of thy glory: where is U 
& zeal? are thy mercies reſtrained ? where are thy 
« former kindneſſes ? Awake, awake, put on ſirength, 
O arm of the Lord; awake, as in the ancient days, 
% in the generations of old. Return, O Lord, how 


| 6 long ? Let thy work appear unto thy ſervants, and 


* thy 6; unto their children — 9 


» Iſa, Ixiii. 11, 12, 15. li. 9. Pal. lxxxix, 49+ J. 13, 16. 
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IV. We come now to the laſt, and moſt gene- | 
ral view of Eliſha's ejaculatory exclamation. It 
may be conſidered as expreſſive and exemplary of 
that recurrence to God which is highly congenia!l 


and conſolatory to a devout mind in every trying 

viciſſitude of life. F = - 
ſt Contemplated in all its complication of won- 
ji 4 circumſtances, the ſituation of Eliſha, when MW 1 
i | he uttered the words under review, was wholly | 
lj unprecedented, and is likely to remain for ever 1 
| unparalleled. Diveſted, however, of its extraor- * 
! dinary peculiarities, it forms an important caſe 0 
ſl altogether in unifon with daily experience. If \ 
. his diſtreſsful feelings and his religious exerciſe at a 
this time be conſidered in their general nature, / 
N nothing can be more common among men than t, 
N the former, or among ſaints than the latter. The i. 


1 
* 
4 


loſs of the deareſt friends is an evil incident to 
every man who lives, and this recurrence of the 
ſoul to God in its diſtreſs is familiar to every ſaint. a 
Eliſha's affliction, then, conſidered in this ge- 
neral view, was great indeed; but it is what many 
are doomed to endure. He had loſt the guide and 
guardian of his youth, the object of his higheſt e- 
ſteem and tendereſt love, and the immediate ſource 
of the beſt comforts of his life. He felt the cala. 
mity in all its bitterneſs. He knew that his loſs 
. a was 


was in kind irreparable, and that no creature 
could ſupply to him the place of Elijah. 

In diſaſtrous fituations like this, when all that 
was loved is loſt, and when all that was feared is 
felt, multitudes are at once inſuhmiſſive and de- 
ſpondent. They are diſcompoſed and confounded. 
They repine at the viſitations of Providence, and 
they feel themſelves without reſource. 


„ = But with Eliſha it was not ſo. Penetrated 
With the livelieſt ſorrow, he was yet ſelf. poſſeſſed: 
and he looked up with reſignation and hope, with 
e nrneſt longing and devout ſupplications to Him 
15 who ſits on the throne of the heavens regulating 
it all events; and who, in his Holy habitation, is the 
e, MR father of the fatherleſs, and the judge of the widow, 
n the rangers ſhield and the orphan's fray : * Where 
he is 5 the Lord God of Elijah ?” 

to 

he The exclumiltion' recogniſes God's ſupremacy, | 
it. and his all- TREO 

Ay TD 

oy MM Firſt; recurring to God in is diftreſs, Eliſha 
nd adores the divine ſupremacy : 6 Jehovah, the God 
t e- « of Elijah ! Elijah's Lord and God!” In the very 
rce words of the addreſs, there is couched an acknow- 
ala - 


ledgement of God's inconteſtable right to diſpoſe, 


loſs as 
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as be pleaſed, of Elijah and of every creature; of 
Eliſha's friend and father, and of all Eliſha's com- 


forts. Elijah is gone! but it was Elijah's ſo- 


« vereign Lord and mine who took him away; 


& and I ſubmit. I have loſt much; but I have ſuffer- 
* ed no wrong. I is Jehovah ; let him do what 
« ſeemeth him good f. 8 


Thus, brethren, when you "foal Fug bittereſt | 
pangs for the loſs of what you loved, recogniſe 
Jenovan as the God of your deparred comforts, 
From him they came. He was ſtill the proprietor 
of them while they remained. He did not alie- 
nate his benefits when he imparted them to you. 


Your poſſeſſion could not invalidate his right. Your 


parents, your ſpouſes, your brethren, your chil- 
_ dren, your natural relations, your choſen friends 
often dearer than they, and all thoſe beloved ob- 
jects which you call your own ; are leſs yours than 
his. If he takes any of them. away, you may 
grieve, but you muſt not complain. Conſider ; 


may he not do what he wills with his own. Be 


hill then, and know that he is Ged. Be ſilent, and 
adore the awful majeſty, the myſterious wiſdom, 
the ſovereign. authority, the uncontroul ible 

Power 


+ 1 Sam, Il. 10. 


| 0 
— 
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power, and the unimpeachable righteouſneſs of 


the Arbiter of the univerſe. Our God is in the 


| heavens : he hath done whatſoever he pleaſed. The 


Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken _ ; ble Md be 


: the name of the mals wt 


Again in this recurrence to God, afflicted 


 Fliſha plainly recogniſes the divine all-ſufficiency. 
pere is the Lord God of Elijah? 1 have loſt E. 
| + al; and I ſhall ſee him no more. But Elijah's 
God remains: 0 that I knew where 1 mes find 


* him. WW es 


He contemplates the object of his adoration as 


 Jenovan: the firſt and the laſt ; the greateſt and 

the beſt; the ſource and the ſum of excellence; 
the fountain of being, of life, and of bleſſedneſs ; ; 
ſelf. exiſtent, infinite and eternal. 


But farther; he contemplates JeHovan, i in the 


ſpecial character of The God of Elijah. No other 
view of the all-ſufficient Parent of good, fo exactly 
accorded with his preſent feelings, circumſtances, 
or proſpects; or was equally calculated to embolden 
his faith, to elevate his affections, to regulate his 


deſires, and to ſoothe his ſorrows. In Jenovan, 


as the tried object of Elijah's ſupreme confidence, 


E „„ 
. 3. Jobi. 21. | 
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and the ſource of all his excellence, Fliſha ſaw 
whatever could be needed by himſelf, as a fon 


who had loſt Elijah his father, as a ſaint who wiſh- 
ed to imitate Elijah in holineſs, and as a miniſter 


who had ſucceeded Elijah in office. Where is Js- | 


HOVAH the God of Elijah, even himſelf ? 


This is the language of a ſoul looking through 


the gloom of afflictive providences to God as the 
chief good ;—decidedly preferring him to the beſt 


of his temporal and terreſtrial benefits ;—more 


firmly attached to him by every ſucceſſive proof 
of their inſufficiency and evaneſcence; 


— More 


powerfully impelled toward him by every ſtroke | 


which they inflict ;—following hard after him, 
with inextinguiſhable deſires, as its moſt ſecure 
refuge, its inexhauſtible reſource, and its ſupreme 
conſolation, amidſt the ills of life ;—and ſeeking 
to repoſe in him as its ultimate reſt, and to enjoy 
him as its all-comprehenfive and eternal portion. 


«© Where is Jehovah even himſelf ? My foul thirfleth 
or God, for the living God*. O my God, my ſoul 


7 caſt down within me, therefure will I FEmember 


ce thee from the land of Jordan.“ 


Eliſha was heard, and helped. He found in 
Jenovan more than he had loſt in Elijah: and 


obtained | 


* Pfal. xii 45 & 2. 


fo! 


ed. 
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obtained relief for the paſt, ſor the preſent, and 


for the futurc, all at once. 


| Behold, then, brethren, an example worthy 


to be ever remembered and imitated by the afflict- 
cd 


-2 bereaved ſoul recalled by the failure of 
the ſtreams of created comfort, to the everlaſting, 


illimitable, undiminiſhable fountain of happineſs 
in the Creator. Are the objects deareſt and 


moſt delightful to your hearts taken away ? 
Recollect that it was God who infuted into them 


all their ſweetneſs, and gave them all their 
power to bleſs. Recollect that they were but the 


receptacles and the vehicles of his goodneſs : and 
ſeek in him what you have loſt in them. | 


| Hex, then, is the wiſdom of the ſaints, the 


ſpirit of true devotion, the path of duty and of 


comfort, amidſt all thoſe privations of good, and 
preſſures of evil, which imbitter the preſent lot of 
man. It is to recogniſe and adore the Eternal in 


the heavens, as the ſupreme Governor, who wark- | 


ith all in all, and doth all things well; and as the 
ſupreme good, with whom is the fountain of life, 
ever open to the believing applicant, and ever ade 
quate to his utmoſt need. 


WI. 


—— ——— U——— — p ⁵— 
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W have thus conſidered the exclamation of 


Eliſha in the ſeveral views which appeared moſt 


natural: — As an expreſſion of the higheſt reſpect 
for departed Elijah ; as an ejaculation for himſelf 
in his own peculiar circumſtances, and for Iſrael, 
after the loſs of that great prophet ; and, more ge- | 
nerally, as an exemplification of that devout re- 
currence to God which becomes, and indeed cha- 

racteriſes, a faint in every diſtreſsful conjuncture 

of affairs, „ 


BRETHREN, the ſad event which we deplore 
this day, and which forms an epoch moſt intereſt. 
ing to you and to me, naturally turns our reflec- 
tions (as Eliſha's by the departure of Elijah were 
turned) to the paſt, to the preſent, and to the fu. 


ture; to him whom we have loft, to ourſelves, 


and to God. | 1 
Our preſent circumſtances as a congregation, 
and the grand references of the text, do indeed 

differ extremely in magnitude, but this does not . 
prevent a ſimilarity between them which you may 

have remarked, nor render Eliſha "'E exerciſe leſs 
proper to be a model for ours. 


Is 


Ir 
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Ir Eliſha returning from the ſcene of the 
tranſlation, ſtanding where he had aſked and ob- 
tained the parting bleſling, and eyeing the ſtream 


on which his illuſtrious friend had performed his 
laſt mighty work, could not contain the ſtrong | 

| and tender emotions which were ſtruggling with- 
in vim, but gave them viterance in the abrupt 


and vehement exclamation of the text, in which 


he pronounced aloud the honoured name of de- 
parted Elijah; for you, and for me, my brethren, 


——aſlembled now for the firſt time ſince we loſt 


our venerated father, aſſembled here in the houſe 
of the God whom he ſerved, here in the principal 
ſcene of his miniſtrations, here where he was wont 
to give us his inſlructions and his bleſſing, here 
where the laſt of his public ſervices was ſo lately | 


and ſo honourably performed, it is impoſſible 


= not to dwell with melting hearts upon the re- 
membrance of that excellent perſon whom we 
ſhall not again behold till the heavens be no more. 


In the language of men upon carth, he is now 


numbered with the dead; but in the language of 
the better world, he i is now at length arrived at 
the land of the living. He reſts from the labours 
of torty- and two | years among you, my beloved 


brethren, F 
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brethren. To this congregation, While it has a 


being, his memory muſt be dear. He found it a 


tender plant, and he watched over it and watered | 
It, till it grew up and flouriſhed. 


He has given us now his laſt admonition by his 


death : And it had a ſudden, a loud, and an awful 
voice. Each of us felt that he had loſt a father, 
and a friend. Let us profit by him ſtill, my bre- 
thren. Let not his uſefulneſs 8 us end with 
his miniſtry. 


Tur ſcripture exhorts us to take for our ex- 
amples the ſaints of God who have run the Chriſ. 
tian race before us: an exhortation which preſup- 
poſes, and which therefore requires, a careful re- 

collection, and a frequent re· impreſſion upon our 
minds, of whatever was laudable j in their charac- 

he ter or conduct. 8 

A character without defects, and combining 

every excellence, is not to be found. Elias was a 
man ſubect to like paſſions as we are *, And the 

Apoſtle Paul, while he Propoſes himſelf as a pat- 

tern to ſaints in every age, profeſſes not to have 

attained the perfection at which he aſpired, and 
recommends not an indiſcriminate imitation. The 
30 . 3 


* James v. 17 


tin 
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law and example of Chriſt are our only rule. 
The examples of the ſaints are greatly helpful, 
however, to excite and encourage our attempts 
to regulate our converſation by that ſupreme 
ſtandard: for they demonſtrate the praQticability 
of very high degrees of conformity to it, they 
ſhow the lovelineſs of the beauties of holineſs 
even in men who had infirmities like our own, 
and they kindle in us an holy ardour to emulate 

thoſe who became what they were by that very 
grace which is proffered to ourſelves. The recol- 


. lection of the examples of thoſe ſaints whom we 
. knew and honoured while they lived, muſt have 
-an influence peculiarly powerful to produce imi- 
e tation. For in this caſe, all thoſe tender emotions 
r which ſurround the idea of objects ſo beloved, 


operate to attach our hearts to thoſe excellencies 
which rendered them amiable and reſpectable to 


us, and to aſſimilate us inſenſibly to characters 


our affectionate remembrance. 


'To Qimulate and aſſiſt recollection 4 departed 8 
excellence, a public commemoration of it is ſome- 
times proper. It is ſanctioned by the authority of 

3FCͥ”è³.]³ en . 


which we follow with our eſteem, our regrets, and 
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the very higheſt example. When John the Bap- 


tiſt had finiſhed his miniſtry, our Saviour, his 


contemporary and ſurvivor, publicly pronouneed 


his eulogy : — was a burning and a Shining 


155 light.” 


SUFFER me, then, my brethren, to put you in 
remembrance of him who ſo long ſpate unto you ; 
the word of Cod, and to call upon you to be fol- 
lowers of him, eben as be a Iſo © was of Chriſt. For, 


having now for almoſt eleven years ſerved with him 


in the goſpel as @ ſon with the father, J have fully 
known his doctrine, manner of life, purpoſe, faith, 
long Ju Mering, chariiy, patience, and afflitions. Yet 
I ſpeak not for your information; for ye have 
known him yourſelves, and alſo bear him re- 
cord. His praiſe is in the churches: and he was 


extenſively known and eſteemed in the world. | 


am not now going to preſent an overcharged pic- 
ture of what he was, or to try to agitate your 


hearts with a conflict of ſorrows for your own 


loſs, to do either of which were as fruitleſs as it is 


unneceſſary ; ; but to exhibit, in the words of truth 


and ſoberneſs, a deſcription which you will recog- 
niſe to be juſt, and a pattern which it were wile 


In us all to copy. 


Or 
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Ox his natural gifts, or of his acquirements 


of learning and knowledge, which were confeſ- 


ſedly very ſuperior, I ſhall not ſpeak particular- 
ly. Suffice it to ſay that, whatever they were, 


he conſecrated them all to God and to righteouſ- 


” neſs: not only becauſe he anticipated the account 
8 which he had to render at the ſupreme tribunal 
, for the uſe of his talents, but becauſe he found the 


moſt ſubſtantial enjoyment iu in the e right application 
of them. 


In like manner, brethren, give yourſelves to the. 


f Lord, and devote to his ſervice whatever you de- 


rive from his bounty. 


Remember the faith of bim whe” was the 


helper of yours. Firmly was he convinced of the 


truth of the goſpel which he preached, and deep- 
ly was he impreſſed with the importance of its 
revelations. He converſed much with things hea- 
venly and eternal. Of him it was characteriſtic, 


: in a degree which J recollect with reverence, that 
be bowed with moit profound ſubmiſſion to every 
expreſſion of God's legiſlative will in the ſcrip- 
tures; and that the aſcertainment ot his duty in- 
ſtantly and immutably determined his purpoſe 


and his practice. He preſerved, by faith, an hap- 
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of that apoſtolical precept, Speak evil of no man &. 
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py equanimity amidſt the fluctuations and ſtorms 


of external events. When of late years the public 


aſpect of things at home and abroad was molt 


perplexing and threatening, he compoſed his mind 


by devout recollections of the divine ſuperinten- 
dence; and often uſed this manner of ſpeaking, 
God knows beſt how to govern his own world, 
N 40 and will order all tbings well.“ 


Like him, brethren, live with God, impr eſſed 


with his preſence, perſuaded of his truths, depen- 


dent on his promiſes, obſervant of his precepts, 
and rejoicing in his ſupreme dominion. 


Ix charity be the prime of Chriſtian graces, it 
Was the moſt prominent feature in the character 
of him whoſe loſs we deplore. His charity was 
truly Chriſtian. He was eminently a philanthro- 


piſt. The man cannot be named who is more 


candid in judgement, or leſs ſuſpicious in temper; 
leſs apt to blame, or more prone to excuſe, and 
to forgive. There was one excellence in which 
1 think 1 may be conſident he never was, and 
could not be, ſurpaſſed. Among an allemblage of 
virtues, it formed, perhaps, his moſt diſcriminative 


characteriſtic. It was his moſt ſtrict obſervance 


He 


* Titus iii, 2. 
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He was never known to tranſgreſs it. And the 


obſervance of it, how difficult ſoever experience 

proves it to be, muſt have been eaſy to one whoſe 
heart, as much as any man 95 was a franger to 
envy, and ill-will, and the whole train of malig- 


nant paſſions. No abſent perſon was ever the ob- 


ject of his cenſure. He diſcountenanced the back- 
biting tongue. He was the guardian of every 
man's character. As far as truth would permit, 


or charity could believe and hope, he was every 
man's apologiſt. He was accuſtomed to interpret 


the conduct of thoſe around him upon the moſt 
generous principles. His differences in matters 
of conſcience with the wiſe and good, did not, on 
the one hand, prejudice him againſt their perſons, 


or their integrity, or blind him to their excellen- 


cics; nor, on the other, ſhake his ſtedfaſtneſs to 


his own clear convictions, They only proved oc- 


caſions, and afforded ſcope, for the exerciſe of his 


- abundant charity. In reference to many ſuch 
caſes of difference, he often remembered and often 
repeated the maxims of Paul, Let every man be fully 
perſuaded in his own mind. Who art thou that judg- 
( another man's ſervant? to his own maſter he ſtand- 
eth or falleth. Adhering with inflexible exactitude 
in his own practice to the dictates of a conſceince 


which Was ever confulting the oracles of truth, 
he 
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he reſpected the rights of conſcience in other 


men. Refuſing to ſubject his own to any but 
God, he never made it a rule for that of his neigh- 
bour. Hence, he could allow in others ſeveral 


things from which he abſtained himſelf. He was 
too enlightened, indeed, to be ſuperſtitiouſly ſcru- 


pulous. But ſtill upon himſelf his ſevereſt reſtric- 
tions were impoſed, and ſtill upon himſelf his 


ſevereſt cenſures fell; while his candour and in- 5 
dulgence were for other men: herein diſplaying, 
if I do not greatly err, the true liberality of a 
conſcientious Chriſtian. But unſuſpecting and 


indulgent as he was, he had a keen diſcernment of 


right and wrong: and ſuch was the independence 


of his mind, his indignation at ſin, his warm be- 
nevolence to men, and his happy art of conciliat- 


ing thoſe whom he wiſhed to amend, that he 


greatly excelled in ſuccetsfully adminiſtering that 


kind of private expoſlulation which prophets and 
apoſtles have ranked among the beſt expreſſions of 


brotherly love. As he would not ſuffer flander up- 
on his brother, ſo he would n ſuffer fin upon him “*. 


The fame enlightened generoſity which repelled i 


the former, reproved the latter. His manner 


ſhowed that his admonitions were the effuſion of 


the moſt awiable principle 1 in the human heart, 
= and 
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and thoſe to whom they were adminiſtered ever 
found them an excellent oil which did not break the 
bead. And he was as ready to direct by his 


friendly advice thoſe who ſought his counſel re. 
ſpecting their ſpiritual or temporal concerns: nor 
was he leſs diſpoſed to pour the balm of conſola- 


tion into the ſorrowing heart. Be witneſs for 


him, all the brethren, if he was not ever active to 
aſſiſt the fatherleſs, the friendleſs and the poor, by 


exerting for them his influence, which his reſpec- 
tability rendered great, or imparting to them of 


his ſubſtance, which was more than what always 


* falls to the lot of thoſe who miniſter | in facred 


Let the ſame omlable and benign principle of 


's Chriſtian charity which was in him, be alſo in you. 
2 Manifeſt its reign in your ſouls by your candour 


of judgement ; by your benevolence of heart, and 
ardour of afſſection; by your inoffenſiveneſs in 


purpoſe, ſpeech and deed; by your atlability and 
gentleneſs of manners; by your generous forbear- 
ance and forgiveneſs; and by your ſtrenuous en- 


deavours to promote the happineſs of your neigh- 


bour as far as you can command the means, or 
can influence the benevolence of other men, or 


can ail by your prayers with God. Let love be 
3 doithoui 
* Pfal, cali 15 a 
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without diſſimulalion. Let the charity of every one of 


you all toward each other abound. As we have oppor- 


tunity, let us do good to all men, eſpecially unto them 


200 are of the Saeed f ſaith. 


W1rtn charity to men, zeal for God was com- 


bined in the character of our departed father. 
His was an enlightened zeal. It was, therefore, 


temperate ; but ſteady and ſtrong. Not originat- 


ing in ſelfiſh principles or dark prejudices, it did 
not operate by malignant or miſchievous paſſions, 
| Fully perſuaded in his uwn mind that the religious 


aſſociation of which he was a member, approaches, 


upon the whole, more nearly than other Chriſti- 
an ſocieties around us, the pattern of the church 


divinely delineated in the New Teſtament, he per- 
ſevered, ſledſaſt unio the end, in our good profeſſion : 
a profeſſion of which the ſpirit and object may 


have been miſunderſtood, but which i 18 neither more 


nor lets than a practical adherence to the explana- 
tory ſtandards of the Church of Scotland, as a pro- 


per ground- work for progreflive reformation. But 
I muſt remind you, brethren, that his attachment 
to our profeſſion reſpeted not any of our tenets 


and forms as party diſtinctions, but as divine 


truths and inſtitutions: for, as he was not one 


of thoſe whoſe charity to men is indifference to the 


doctrines 
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doctrines and ordinances of God, neither was he 
one of thoſe whoſe zeal for Cod is nothing but 
bigotry to their own opinions. Ile called good 


and evil, right and wrong, by their proper names, 
whether he obſerved them among ourſelves or 


others. And I have heard him ſay that he thought 
it more his duty, and more for our proſit, to re- 
probate, in his public miniſtrations, what was a- 
miſs among ourſelves, than to dwell often and 


. much and long upon the faults of other churches. 
If he ſometimes condemned what he deemed re- 
prehenſible in them (and we know that he could 


expoſe error for our confirmation in the truth), 


the ſame principle of zeal always prompted him 


to applaud every thing in them which he judged 


laudable. His ſpirit was too catholic not to eſteem 


other denominations of Chriſtians, and the Chriſ- 


tians who compoſe them, exactly in proportion 
as candour could believe them deſirous to hold 
the faith which was once delivered the faims, and to 


obſerve whaiever Chriſt hath commanded. He rejoic- 
ed to co-operate for the intereſts of religion with 
Chriſtians of every name, as far as this involved, 
on his part, no derelition of principle, and no 
approbation of what his conſcience condemned. 


Hence, the lateſt public inſtitution among us for 
os. ans benen, the Sabbath ſchools as they are 
| conducted 
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\ 
conducted in this place, had his heartieſt ſupport, 
And this happy union of ſuch multitudes of 
Chriſtians of various denominations, this grand 


confederacy of churches in diſtant lands, this 
* general movement” in the proteſtant world for 


evangelizing the heathen nations, much refreſh- 
ed the evening of his life. The wondrous ap- 
pearance ſeemed to him, while he contemplated 
this day of darkneſs and gloomineſs, of clouds and of 


thick darrneſs, like a SEO bow in our ſky, be- 
tokening peace. 


Let me earneſtly recommend to you, brethren, 


a careful remembrance and imitation of his zeal, 
which ſeemed to be much formed on the ſcrip- 


tural model. For, it was equally dimant from two 
extremes into the one or the other of which mul- 


titudes of Chriſtians are prone to deviate. It was 


very remote, on the one hand, from that ſiery ea- 


gerneſs in matters appertaining to religion, which 


is, for the moſt part, nothing but paſſion fighting 


for prejudice, and which, even when its object is 
good is {lill the wrath of man which worketh nat the 
righteouſneſs of God : a zeal than which nothing 
can be more hurtful to the intereſts of Chriſtianity, 
or abhorrent to its ſpirit: a zeal which is the 
offspring of perverſe i ignorance, the murderer of 
genuine charity, and the parent of contention, 


confuſion, 


oy 


. 


—— — 2 Dra. IRE, SEEN ER PEE Te FEES, OL 
36177111 k . ang „ 
2 2 roa © 

Eu es 


SERMON I. 33 


confuſion, and many an evil work. On the other 


hand, his zeal was not leſs remote from that in- 
difference of mind and lukewarmneſs of heart to 
the truths and inſtitutions of Chriſt which de- 


grades into infignificance and treats with neglect 
many things which he has ſanctioned with the 
whole weight of his authority. In the ſyſtem of 
2 Chriſtianity all things are not indeed of equal im- 
portance : yet no divine dictate reſpecting matters 
of faith or practice can be indifferent either in its 


obligation, or in its conſequences ; but involves 
our duty, and our beſt intereſts. To dignify ſome 


evangelical truths and inſtitutions with the title 


of Eſſentials, which we muſt preſerve inviolate, 
and to herd the reſt together as Circumſtantials, 


which we may overlook at pleaſure, or for the at- 


tainment of any ſuppoſed advantages, is to create 
a diſtinction which is arbitrary, undefinable, and 
dangerous. It is, in effect, to controul the Legiſ- 


lator of the church, and to ſay to his authority, 


Hitherto ſhalt thou come, and no farther. His man- 


date, and not our eſtimate of the real or compara- 
tive importance of what he enjoins, is the rule and 
reaſon of our duty. By him the doctrines, the 


poſitive inſtitutions, and the morality of Chriſti- 
anity are gombined into one regular, conſiſtent 
and inviolable whole, and committed to our fide- 


G = | lity. 
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lity. Whatever he has confided to us, we mult 
retain and defend. Whatever he has ordained, 
= we muſt obſerve. What he has conjoined, we 
muſt not put aſunder. Every individual muſt en- 
K deavour to aſcertain for himſelf, what the Lord [| 
| his God requires of him: and, being fully per-. 1 
1 ſuaded in his own mind, he muſt continue walking in 8 
R e all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blame- = 
ll Lei. Reverencing the weightier matters of the law, 
be muſt not lightly eſteem any of its contents. Fur 
zohoſoever ſhall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
(wilfully and habitually) in one point, is guilty of 
. all. He that is Jaithful in that which is leajl, is 
Faithful alſo in much : and he that is unjuſt in the 
i Heuaſt, is unjuſt alſo in much. Mhoſoe wer therefore ſhall 
| (knowingly and obſtinately) break one of theſe leaſt 
„ commandments, and ſhall teach men fo, ſhall be called 
[| bjhe leaſt in the kingdom of heaven x. While each of 
us, therefore, ſtill open to conviction endeavours 
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# + to make progreſs i in underſianding what the will of 
N | the Lord is, let him, as far as his mind 1 18 preſent- 
| ly illuminated, and his faith aſſured, be zealous Mx 
of the doctrine of God's holy word, zealous of 


Chriſt's poſitive enactments, zealous of good works : 
. 1 meckly yet immoveably, calmly yet warmly, bold- 
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ly yet inoffenſively attached to whatever is true, 
and right, and good. 


I Do not need to tell you, brethren, that in 
his miniſterial labours our departed father was 


very abundant. Look abroad among all the 
churches, you will not find a man whoſe conſtant 
_ official ſervices are as numerous and arduous as 


his were in his more vigorous days. An enumer- 
ation of particulars would evince the truth of an 
aſſertion which may indeed appear bold to thoſe 
who knew him not, but which we can make with 
conlidence. Nor can this be any reproach to 


thoſe who miniſter i in facred things : : for as few 
are endowed with his powers and promptitude of 


mind, fewer ſtill poſſeſs bodily ſtrength equal to 
exertions like his. Even his own robuſt conſtitu- 


tion ſunk under them. They overpowered it with 
2 growing load of infirmities. If ſuch extraordi- 
nary exertions may ſeem more than was requiſite, 


they manifeſt, however, an heart ſupremely intent 
on duty. In his public diſcourics he handled a 
great variety of ſubjects: and his choice of them 
Was often determined by important occurrences 
in the congregation, in the church at large, or in 


the world. In very few words he could exhibit 


the ſpirit and force of a conſiderable portion of 
...-- ſcripture 5 


56 SERMON I. 
ſcripture: and in framing his practical deductions, 
which were always natural, and often new, he 
was much aſſiſted by his extenſive knowledge of 
men and things. He greatly excelled in © incul- 
« cating moral duties on goſpel principles,” —in 
ſhowing the dependence of. the morality of our 
religion on its myſteries, and the influence of its 
doctrines on practice. Often in his public appear- 
ances, he might be compared to a man who in 
ſearching for hidden treaſure, had truck upon an 


inexhauſtible vein, and had dug deep, and was 


throwing out maſles of rich ore, of which the ſu- 


perficial poliſh was leſs regarded than the weight 3 


and the worth. His was an active miniſtry, ſpent 
in unremitted exertions among his people. He 


could never be prevailed on, though he had been 


often importuned, to publiſh diſcourſes to the 


world. But he was not, on that account, the leſs 


uſeful in his day, or the leſs eminent. And he is 
not to be leſs honoured now by us than many of 
thoſe whoſe excellent works ſurvive them. Thus, 
to ſtate a compariſon among inſpired miniſters 
whoſe memory is bleſſed in the church, Iſaiah's 
glorious oratory, ſo conſpicuous in the Book of 
God, does not exalt him to a higher rank among 
prophets than the Wuſtrious Tiſhbite, of whoſe 
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8, | writings nothing has been * but one ſhort 
epiſtle *. 
: And, now, brethren, iviog had fo great an 
f example among us of activity uſefully exerted in 
: its proper ſphere, we deſire that every one of you 
do ſhew the ſame attention to the duties of his 
1 calling, whatever it may be. Be ye diligent in bufi- 
= neſs, fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord. Memorable 
1 is that injunction of the ſcripture, In his calling let 
: every man abide with God. For it is only by abid- 
8 : ing and moving in his proper ſphere, and paſſing 
u- on with punctuality and ardour through the 
ht 3 whole circuit of its duties, that any man gloriſies 
nt 5 God by ſubmiſſion to his providence and his pre- 
4e cepts, becomes a bleſſing to ſociety in all his pri- 
en vate or public connexions with it, and exemplifies 
and extends the ſalutary influence of our holy re- 
ligion. e 


of 3 He of whoſe uſeful and honourable activity 
us, we have been witneſſes, was ſo very diſintereſted 
as to have been through life above all ſuſpicion of 
h's | a contrary diſpoſition. In taking his laſt farewell 
of . of his congregation, he might have ſaid, and eve- 
„ ry man 's heart would have atteſted the trut, 
* ught not yours but IO” And as he coveted | 


. not 
"4 Chrot, xxi. 12,15, 


58 SERMON I. 


not gain, neither did he labour for applauſe, His 
mind was too good, and it was too great, to have 
this for its object. He always had your approba- 


tion in a high degree. He was well entitled to 
It ; and he valued it: but he preferred the appro- 


bation of conſcience and of God. And ſo denied 
Vas he to his labours, that he never thought he 
could do enough for Chriſt, and for you. Though 
he knew that his early exertions had embittered 
his declining age, he did not regret them. And 
though he could not be ignorant that they exceed- 
ed thoſe of other men, he never ſpoke of them 
with ſelf-complacency : and indeed, which was the 
beſt proof of his humility, ſeldom mentioned them 

at all. 
So likewiſe ye, when ye ſhall have done all 105 


things which are c,mmanded you, ſay, We are unpro- | 


 fitable ſervants : we have done that which was our 
duty to do *. 8 


RecoLLEoT 8 he demeaned himſelf 1 11 the 


ordinary affairs of life. He was not a man of re- 
_ cluſe habits. . He mingled with ſociety. He knew 


the world: and his intercourſe with men exhibit- 


ed an example of the wiſdom of the ſerpent in 
union with the harmleſſneſs of the dove. His 


- heart 
* Luke xvii, 10. 
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N indulged did not for a moment diſqualify him for 
| the molt ſerious exerciles ; and theſe, again, ſeldom 
| indiſpoſed him for any innocent enjoyment. His 
| converſation, undebaſed with the levity of folly, 
or the gloom of ſuperſtition, with the contracted- 
| neſs of bigotry, or the extravagance of enthuſiaſm, 


was calculated to render religion amiable and re- 
ſpectable. 
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heart was ſo ſincere and warm, his aſpect was ſo 
benign, and his manner ſo open and courteous, 
that thoſe with whom he converſed could not but 
feel themſelves in the preſence of a friend, and fol- 


low him with their attachments. And there was 


about him ſuch an air of dignity, as ever ſecured 


to him due reſpect, and ſilenced before him the 
impertinence of Vice. In a degree not common, 
he poſſeſſed the happy talent of becoming all things 


to all men; and of adapting himſelf with prompti- 


tude and propriety to every temper, and to every 


combination of circumſtances : ſtill, however, ap- 
pearing like himſelf, and preſerving the conſiſten- 
| cy, the dignity, and ſanctity of his character. 
Such was his command of mind that the utmoſt 


chearfulneſs of ſocial intercourſe i in which he ever 


In like manner, brethren, denying ungodlineſ 


and worldly . live W righteoufly and godly, 


in 
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in this preſent world ; adorning the doctrine f God 
our Saviour in all gy 


. 


HE had all along no ſmall meaſure of 1 
troubles which are common to men. Of late, his 


afflictions came faſt and heavy upon him. His 
family was broken with breach upon breach. His bo- 
dily infirmities and pains increaſed greatly in 
number and degree. But he was never heard to 
murmur againſt his God. In the laſt epiſtle which 
he ever wrote, and which was expreſſive of the 
tender intereſt which he took in you and in me, 
he ſays concerning that diſtreſs which he felt 
growing upon him, and which in a few hours he 
vas to feel no more, « What the iſſue will be God 
4 knows, and to his wiſe determination I wiſh to 
„ ſybmit.” Amidſt all his ſufferings he was 


chearſul to the end, and active in his public duty : 


a proof that he experienced at once the conſola- 
tions of religion, and its power. He wiſhed to 
be found occupying his proper ſtation, and em- 
ployed in his proper work, at his Lord's coming. 
If, in his latter years there was any abatement of 


that force and ſplendour which diſtinguiſhed his | 


earlier miniſtrations, the light of the evening was, 
notwithſtanding, as ſteady and uſeful as that of 
the noon-day, In preaching laſt Sabbath but one, 

| on 


„FF ˙ 7 ON", IT OE Wl ON EIS AED 30 0 ER Te IS n 82 A N a 
+ S Ee GS $ EER „q ⁰·— d ale pled. Rane ot PP TOR LEON * 1 * . , K 
3 we 3 * = 8 EF fore, W * To . „ 88 2 2 ͤĩ˙ w tat e doe bt ne ha eG — 22 : * 
% OSD. tr if er % 2 I ES ES Wd . 2 whe I NO, 8 5 ; 8 * 23% Eb dag A SSIS ns Ce en e N 
eee, eee 5 ene , Ee, et FN ons ** c TT . ͤ ͤ EE es . EI ES el I SID ; 
. 5 5 EE | ; r e ; 5 8 . . $262 SE SIR * f | 4 


” 7 . : 2 N . r 0 ˙ ˙-mm— EC Is ape n S 1 2 
* — * R e n — 1 to - y * n 5 Gr tata rag R 4 2 e r 2 * 88 - 
* * a GGG e N F 55 5 3 6 23 1 8 F 7 2 oe ORE 35 ps KY SEED SA . Nb 
2 2 . e 8 Ny Oy 2 8 : 3 3 : 2 Shea I Ce hn 0 /d; 4:4 i 
. 5 Mag Ved”; ne D N e LEED 0 2 2 r - 9 2 EC Ros » 0 J Wy 83. EI « OY ap wi] 7 D 
73% SIS ST 24 5 n JJ ͤͤòiͥuin...“ . ß 8 F 3 is n * . . * N 
WE is TI ex „ ĩ ͤ 0 ot” 3 So Doh . F n e en 8 : DR I ct * S e - 
ö — 7 Me : T: LE N c ; * 0 . 8 


* N ö #22 
WE FD price; 
2 p 


SERMON I 6t 


on thoſe memorable words in the Goſpel accord- 
ing to John, the ſeventh chapter, and the thirty- 
ſeventh verſe, In the laſt day, that great day of the 


feall, Feſus ſhood and cried, ſaying, If any man thirſt, . 


let him come unto me, and drink ;——there was in 


that diſcourſe which terminated his miniſterial 
labours ſuch an evangelical radiance, fervour and 


power, as revived in many of the older members 


of the congregation the impreſſions of his more 
ancient manner. Thus he held on in the paths of 


righteouſneſs, diffuſing around him the benefits of 


his miniſtry to the cloſe of his life. He was not 


like the unſubſtantial meteor, which, while it is in 


its progteſs, is extinguiſhed 1 in mid- ſky, and then 
paſſes on in darkneſs, till it drops upon the earth 
an unſightly dreg ; but like the ſun in the firma- 


ment, who ſhines till he ſinks beneath the horizon. 


' Dvninc the laſt years of his life, he had often 
ſpoken of his diſſolution as not remote: and for 
ſeveral weeks before it happened, he ſeemed | 
to have ſtrong and fixed preſentiments of its 
ſpeedy approach. Theſe he had expreſſed on vari- 
| ous occaſions: and particularly, after he had de- 
) livered his laſt diſcourſe ; and on the laſt day 
1 which he ſpent in this place; and ſill more re- 
| markably on the laſt evening of his life. It was 


f 


62 SERMON I. 


the laſt of the week. He paſſed it with all his u- 
ual chearfulneſs, and with more than uſual ex- 


preſſions of tenderneſs for his friends who were 
then about him. In the duties of private deve o- | 


tion as well as in converſation, there appeared un- 


common indications that his mind was greatly 


impreſſed with the thoughts of death and eternity. 
Ihe laſt exerciſe in which he was known to be 


engaged was preparation for preaching on the 
morrow. For it had been his in variable cuſtom | 


to embrace an opportunity, wherever the Lord's 


day found him, of publicly ſhowing to men the 


Way of ſalvation. But, brethren, he had ano- 
ther appointment for laſt Lord's Day. Retiring 


to reſt, that nature might be retreſhed for the of- 
ices of religion, he aroſe no more. He left this 
world obvioully without ſtruggle ; moſt probably 


without ſenſation of ſuffering; and, perhaps, 


without awakening out of his ſleep till his ſoul had : 
ſprung for ever from corruption into glory. Happy, 
happy exchange! to quit that diſeaſed, aching 


body, and this tempeſtuous world, for the perfect 
joys and untroubled ſplendours of IMMANUEL's 


land! Happier was it to be with Chriſt that day, 


and to mingle with the ſaints and angels around 


his throne, than to be preaching him to ſinners, 


or praiſing him here below in the congregations. 


al 
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OUR departed father was a man ſo eminent for 
lis entire acquieſcence in the divine appointments 


that there was nothing for which he manifeſted 


any intemperance of defire. He had greatly at. 


tained what he was wont to recommend to others 


« the having no will but God's,” There were, 


however, a few things for which he was accuſtom- 
ed to expreſs an earneſt though ſubmiſſive wiſh, 
Often he wiſhed that, if it were the will of God, 
he might. not ſurvive his uſefulneſs. 
granted him the deſire of his heart. 


wiſhed that, il it were the will of God, he might 


And God 
Often he 


: not have a lingering death, but A ſpeedy tranſla- 


| tion. 
5 heart. 


And God granted him the deſire of bis 
Often he wiſhed to ſee his beloved congre- 


l gation in peace and proſperity. "Aud God granted | 
” him the defire of his heart. 


His philanthropy 


: ſighed for the reſtoration of tranquillity to the af- 


llicted nations; his patriotiſm. for the union and 


ſafety of his country; and his piety for the univer- 


fal extenſion of the kingdom of Chriſt. And Ay 5 
God grant thoſe deſires of his heart. 


To be ſpeaking thus of that jung known and 
much venerated perſon as one whom we are to ſec 
no more, is to us, my brethren, a theme new and 


afllictive indeed, Vet there is cvery thing conſo- 


latory 
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latory which the ende can admit. He had ſpent 
his days in honourable and uſeful activity, and it 
Was fit that he ſhould enter into his reſt. He had 


lived long enough for himſelf, and was ready for 


his departure. We have ſeen his end; and it was . 
peace. And we believe that he has now in poſſeſ- ; 


ſion all that we have 1 in promiſe, and in proſpect. 


As for me, brethren, it is not expedient, doubt. 


leſs, for me to make myſelt the ſubject of dif. | 
| courſe here before you. You have witneſſed for 
many years a collegiate connection, than which, 
perhaps, there was never one more comfortable, 
Indeed, there could not be. But I will not now 
| ſpeak of that happy union, or of this heart. rend- 
ing ſeparation. Standing, however, for the firſt 
time in this new and intereſting ſituation, and 
having ſpoken to you concerning the venerated 
dead; let me only intreat for myſelf, my bre. 
thren; that I may ſtill experience your uſual great 
_ indulgence :—and eſpecially let me intreat that 
| you will preſent your prayers to God on my be- 


half as well as your own, that when ſuch a great 


deduction 1s made from the knowiedge, wiſdom 
and experience of the miniſtry among you, and 
when ſuch an additional charge devolves on me, 
I may receive a more abundant ſupply of the ſpirit 


of 
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of his grace; that the God who was him whom 
we have loſt may be with us ſtill; and that his 
work may proſper in this his ſanctuary, as in the 
days of his departed ſervant. If he who was with 
Eliſha as he had been with Elijah, and with Jo- 
ſhua as he had been with Moſes, if he who gave 


the increaſe to Apollos who entered into the la- 


bours of another, as well as to Paul the founder 
of churches, ſhall command the bleſſing upon us, 


our laſt things may be greater and better than the 
firſt, He who parted the waters of Jordan at the 


ſtroke of Elijah's mantle, he who divided the Red- 

Sea at the ſtretching out of the rod of Moſes, can 

Kill effect the mightieſt works by the meaneſt in- 

ſtruments. For 47 by might or power of man, but 

by the Spirit of the Lord, the church is built. E- 

: lijah is not, Eliſha is not; where is Paul who plant- 
ed, and where is Apollos who watered ? yet the 


church ſurvives and flouriſhes ; the ſame gracious 


deligns are promoted in it, and the ſame bleſſings 
of ſalvation diſpenſed ; becauſe its God remains 
the ſame, in might and 1 in mercy, een all 


generations. 


Ouvn preſent loſs, brethren, gives to you and to 
me a loud call, and a great occaſion to reſort to that 
| high throne from which comes our help. The 

departure 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
' 
1 
| 
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departure of Elyah, as we have ſeen, rouſed E. 
liſha to enquire after the Lord God of the holy Pro- 


phets. And long afterwards, when the church 


loft the ſecond Elias, that burning and ſhining light, 
that faithful reprover of kings, his diſciples came, and 


* took up the body, and buried it, and went and told Jeſus*, 
It was wiſely done. It was well for them that the 
death of that eminent miniſter of the church 
brought them to Jeſus, its living head. Jeſus fill 
lives, brethren ; and is ſtill acceſſible to us. In 


the midſt of Zion, he is the Counſellor and the 
King and the Prieſt for ever. On him cometh the 


care of all the churches. He ſtandeih and feedeth 
i in the flrength of the Lord, in the majeſty of the name 
of the Lord his God. Let us ſeck unto him and 
unto bim let us commit our cauſe. 


Lr me remind you that your gratitude to the 


Head of the church for his gifts muſt not end with 
the poſſeſſion of them. Bleſs him for having 
given what he has taken away; and join thankſ- 
giving with your grief. We have loſt much, and 


what we had long enjoyed: and we have cauſe to 


mourn. But what ſhall we render unto the Lord 
for having lent us fo rich a treaſure for ſuch a 


length of years! f 


Your 


)UR 


” bibe its ſpirit ; 


WANON.-L oo 


Vous honoured and faithful Paſtor 1 now 


given an account of his miniſtry to him from 


whom he received it. Remember, brethren, that 
you muſt give an account of that miniſtry too. 
His work is terminated; your opportunities 


5 are not. Lou ſee that the prophets do not live for 


ever; bethink yourſelves that they among whom 


they have laboured are faſt hattening after them to 


the land of deep forgetfulneſs. Think, oh think! bre- 


7 thren, of how little avail it were now to him who 
has left us to have gained whatever the world can 


give of profit or of honour, had he not been faith- | 


ful to God, and mindful of his own ſalvation! to 


have preached the goſpel, had he not believed 148 


And what will it avail you to hear it, if you reject 


it; to underſtand its doctrines, if you do not im- 
to exhibit a form of godlincls, if 
you do not experience its power; and to make a 


good profeſſion, if you do not adorn it with an 


holy life? Know, therefore, in this your day, the 


things which belong to your peace. Seize the paſſing 


opportunities. While you live, live to God. While 
time rolls on in reſiſtleſs and uninterrupted career, 


prepare for that awful and endleſs futurity towards 


which it impels you. 


In 
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Is the midſt of this fluctuating, tranſitory, and | 
afflictive ſcene of things which ſurrounds us, while | 
generation after generation paſſes away, while : 
paſtors and their flocks are ſwept from the earth 
in quick ſucceſſion, while year after year bereaves they 


us of ſome of our deareſt comforts, while we our. R&D 


ſelves are fleeting and periſhable as the frail and 4 cont 
and 
how reviving is it, when the anxious mind and upon 
heart ſearch the univerſe for ſomething whereon Wen 
do reſt, to reflect that what is moſt glorious there n 

is the moſt. remote from change, that the moſt 

excellent of beings is abſolutely immutable, * 
and that the beſt of his benefits are the moſt i. 

enduring ! Li if up your eyes to the heavens, and 
the heavens ſhall wa- i 
niſh away like ſmoke, and the earth ſhall wax old 
but my ſalvation, ſaith God, pal! 
be for ever, and my righteouſneſs ſhall not be aboliſhed ; . 
my kindneſs ſhall not depart from 1885 neither Hall the 


Herit 


fugitive objects of which we deplore the loſs, — 


book upon the earth begeath ; 


like a garment : 


CY 


 eovenant of my peace be removed. 


 Cvsr, then, that better part which ſhall not 
be taken away. Acquaint yourſelves now with Cad. 


Make him your truſt. Make him your hiding- | 


place. Make him your hope, and your chief joy. 


| Prefer 


Prei 
Hab 


mar 


him 


prey 


made 


whic, 
of C 
vhic 
land 


8 manations of his goodneſs. 
him in them while they remain; you ſhall be 
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Prefer him before your higheſt temporal comforts, 


Habituate yourſelves to conſider them as the e- 


Thus ſhall you enjoy 


prepared to reſign them at his call; and, when 
they are gone, you ſhall find your reſources un- 


: conſolations. 
and abound. Vou may loſe your beſt connections 
0 upon earth, but you ſhall not be friendleſs ; your 
: wealth, but you ſhall not be poor; your enjoy- 
1 ments, but you ſhall not be miſerable. And when 

0 at laſt, you yourſelves ſhall be ſummoned hence; 
1 when, having finiſhed your wanderings in the 
15 wilderneſs, you ſhall deſcend into the feoellings of 
N Jordan, you ſhall paſs on in ſafety under the con- 
duct of your God, and ſhall lift up your feet with 
5 joy upon the ſhores of the heavenly Canaan, 
1 Mpcople ſhall paſs over „O Lord; 
ver whom thau 2 purchaſed. Thou ſhall bring 
bem in and plant. them in the mountain of thine in- 
Veritance; in the place, O Lord, which thou haſt 
cad for thee to dwell in; in the ſancluary, O Lord, 


diminiſhed, and your griefs aſſuaged by ſtrong 


Poſſeſſing him you fhall have all 


Thy 
the people hall paſs 


which thy hands have bl iſhed. There, ye fints 
of God, ſhall ye ſind better comforts than thoſe 


- Ewhich ye enjoyed, and which ye loſt or left i in this 


and of your pilgrimage. in the preſence, and 
1 around 
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around the throne of The Everlaſting Father, ſhall 


| ye behold ail the excellent perſons who ever a- 
dorned the church on earth, the patriarchs, the 


prophets, the apoſtles, the ſaints and martyrs of 
Jeſus; thoſe departed brethren with whom ye 
have taken ſweet counſel, and thoſe faithful mi- 
niſters who have finiſhed the work which was given 
them to do. There Eliſha has found his Elijah. 
There Abraham is affociated with all his ſons. 
There dwells the Redeemer i in the midſt of all his 
redeemed, arriving in their appointed times to 
complete the congregation of the heavens. There 
the general aſſembly of juſt men and angels, with 
Jeſus Chriſt enthroned and preſident among them 
in his peerleſs majeſty, is eternally convened. 
There no voice ſhall ever be heard like that, 


« Where is the Lord God of Eli ijah ? „for he 


ſhall appear to their joy. The Lord Cod ſhall be their 
everlaſting lizht, and their God their glory. And the 
Lamb which is in the midſt of the throne: ſhall feed 
them, and Dall lead them unto living fountains of 
ers; — and the days of their mourning ſhall be 


ended. 


FAR) 
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vRPACHt¹D lane 4 1798, 
In the High Church of Paiſley, 


BETORE THE FRIENDS | 


— * 
. 
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OF THE SABBATH EVENING SCHOOLS. 


FR 


UN 


MINUTE of the COT E for 
direAling 8 $4BBA TH SCHOOLS. 


Paiſley, e Caureh Seſſon-houſe, gih July 1798. 


TEE committee 8 oaſ- 
fed a Vote of Thanks to the Rev, Mr. 


FERRIER for the very excellent and ſuit- 


able Diſcourſe preached on Sabbath 
evening the iſt inſtant, for the benefit of 


the Sabbath School Society. — And as 


the Committee underſtand that Mr. Fx R- 


'RIER is about to publiſh a Sermon preach- 


ed on occaſion of Mr. Alice's death, they 
agreed to requeſt him to publiſh alſo 
the above Diſcourſe, with an Appendix 

giving ſome account of the progreſs 


: an d ſtate of the Society. 


W. M*GAVIN, Sec. 


4 2 D 2 WEI; is rm > da 24 aa VERS 22.2 * 8 . ” O n . 
n 4 nee e Sea 4x ore is ccc Wr Ren o 3 A s _ «Xs c N 2 
. 1 J PS as „ . * F R PFF TT ee, IT 94 54 WES IE e 
S Se. WR . 6 af 2s Fo 22 T CC F 85 n ov fl * 8 n F FE Ig - 
RE e LS r FF . vs e N $277 rr IL SEE CAME PTA 7G PIC: CEE e Ie ng bo 133 6 


bs OR 


C. 


. . PR” 8 end * 8 A.\ - 
. ” e 2 „ AA r 8 | F 
N A 2 3 N — i n eee F 1 gore. „ Pp * 3 
” * q N n 2 l SE EASE IE BIS ERAS na eng ne =y 2 * F Md, -w* 05 . D * * . P 
- PR , Ads, 5 Eats 22 "Ao wh 8 » N 8 v 
. . N £ 3 4 AD» 1 N OPS wn TN * e a 2 „ 
Fan S 6 * . WG 3 A . UE A enn u 
* 5 FA uh * 2 >» NE 77 de, FEET r Mp 2 CT 2 255 F 15 I 3 75 e — 2 
ff e . ĩͤ : 
Faroe Ir * 2 8 2 N K 


l 
. 


SERMON II. 


PSAL, LX XVIII. 5. 
z0R HE ESTABLISHED A TESTIMONY IN FACOB, AND 
APPOINTED A LAW IN ISRAEL, WHICH HE COM- 
 MANDED OUR FATHERS THAT THEY SHOULD 
MAKE THEM KNOWN TO THEIR CHILDREN, 


8 Pſalm, as we bean from! its title, was 
written by Aſaph; a Levite, a chief muſician in 
the days of David, and a man endued with the 
ſpirit of inſpiration. He begins his ſong with 
2 grateful commemoration of the high advantages 
which he and his contemporaries derived from 
the religious inſtruction which had been impart- 
ed to them by their predecellors :------- Give ear, O 
my people : I will open my mouth in a parable : I will 
ulter dark ſayings of old (ancient myſteries which 
have employed the reſearch and the traditionary 
care of all pait ages): ſayings which we have heard 
and known, and our fathers have told us. He then 
excites his brethren of Iſrael to imitate, along with 

him, 


God had eftabliſhed a tęſtimony, and appointed a law. 
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him, the zeal of their pious anceſtors to tranſmit 


the knowledge of divine things to ſucceeding ge- 
nerations, and diſtant times: What our fa- 
thers have told us, we will not hide from their 


children, ſhewing to the generation to come the praiſes 


of the Lord, and his ſirength, and his wonderful 


works, The text deſcribes the principal ſubject 


propoſed for tranſmiſſion, and recogniſes the o- 


bligation to tranſmit it :——God eſtabiiſhed a tef- 
g timony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Iſrael, which 
he commanded our fathers to make known to their 


children. What is the benefit to be tranſmitted 
from race to race? A teſtimony divinely eſtabliſhed 
in Jacob, and a law divineiy appointed in Iſracl. What 


creates the obligation to the tranſmiſſion of it ? 
The peremptory requiſition of Iſrael's Supreme 


Lawgiver and Benefactor. He who eſtabliſhed the 


teſtimony in Jacob, and appointed the law in Iſrael, 
commanded our fathers io make them known to their 


children. 


= TE text thus divides itſelf into two parts. 


The firſt expreſſes Iſrael's privilege: the ſecond, 
Iſrael's correſpondent duty. 


I. Ozserve Iſrael's privilege. Among them 


The 


ts. 


lem 
lar. 


The 
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The fame ſubject is here called A Te/ftimay, and 


A Law :——A Teſtimony, becauſe it was an au- 
thentic notification of God's will: and A Law, 


becauſe i it contained an authoritative preſcription ot 
man's duty. 


He eſtabliſhed in Jacob 4 Teſiimony. The whole 


of Revelation is God's Teſtimony, in which facts, 
| dodrines, precepts, promiſes, and threatenings are 
by his infallible veracity propounded to the faith 


of men. Here, the Plalmiſt contemplates this Teſ- 


timony as it was eſtabliſhed in Jacob, or incorporat- 


ed into God's Covenant of Peculiarity with his 
ancient people. This Covenant was firſt made with 


Abraham; it was renewed with Iſaac ; afterwards, 
it was confirmed to Jacob; and finally, with the 


moſt awful and glorious formalities of Heaven, it 
was ratified with the twelve tribes of Iſrael ſtand- 
ing in holy convocation before God at the foot of 
Sinai. It ſecured to them many important ſecular 
advantages; but it likewiſe exhibited and convey- 
ed to them thoſe better things which NET to 
ſalvation. : 

God alſo appointed in Irac—A Law. They 
poſſeſſed three ſyſtems of Laws, all immediately 
dictated by God. They had a perfect ſummary 


of the Moral Law, the eternal rule of righteouſ- 5 
neſs. They had the Ceremonial Law: a religious 85 


. 
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ſyſtem of ſymbolical objects and obſervances; 4 


ſhadow of good things to come in the evangelical and 
celeſtial ſtates of the church ; one grand hierogly- 


phic of the ſacred and ſublime, the ancient and 
immutable myſteries of the only true religion. 
And they had the Judicial Law, a civil code pecu- 


liar to themſelves, and admirably adapted to their 
circumſtances, as a political body under the {ingu- 


lar form of a theocratic government. 


Bauch was the nature and the comprehenſion of 
Iſrael's. privilege : —a privilege which made I.. 
rael great indeed, a people near to God, and high 


in honour above all other nations. What advan- 


| lage hath the Jew : ? ſays Paul, or what profit i is there 
of circumciſion? M uch every way : chiefly, becauſe 


that unto them were committed the oracles of God. To 
zhem pertained the adoption, and the glory, and the co- 
wenants, and the giving of the law, and the ſervice 
of God, and the promiſes. For God eſtabliſhed a 1066 
timony in Jacob, and appeinied a law in Iſrael *. 


II. Onzrrve in the text, Iſrael's duty. Every 
' privilege beſtowed upon men by the Supreme 
Governour, involves an obligation to correſpon- 
dent duty. That which was impoſed on Ifrael as 
a people enjoying God's tc/ftimony and law was ex- 


acty analogous to ow grand hereditary preroga- 
tive. 


* Deut. iv. 77 8. Rom, ili. I, 2. ix. 4. 
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tive. Of the men of each ſucceſſive generation it 


was required that, while they availed themſelves 
to the utmoſt of the privileges which they had in 

poſſeſſion, they ſhould tranſmit them to their de- 

ſcendants as they had received them from their 
progenitors. He commanded our fathers that they 
ſhould make them known to their children: a duty 
of which the preſcription was moſt worthy of the 


- _ goodneſs and wiſdom of that God whoſe mercy is 


upon his people from generation to generation : 
—2 duty congenial to the moſt generous feel- 
ings and principles of the human heart, which 


| ones men to provide for the good of poſterity : 


2 duty which i is itſelf a molt felicitating pri- 


: vilege; for, what greater privilege can a good 


man deſire than the power of leaving for an in- 


heritance to his children's children the oracles and 
the ordinances of God! ? 


He commanded our fathers to make them known 10 
their children. Never was any command of Hea- 
ven more clearly promulgated, more peremptori- 
ly ſanctioned, more earneſtly and frequently in- 


culcated, or more variouſly enforced. Various ; 


alſo were the methods which were ordained and 


employed for facilitating its execution, and en- 
6 we its eſſect. 


= As 
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As the two tables of ſtone on which the ten 


commandments were inſcribed by the finger of | - 
God, had, by divine appointment, the high and WW „ 
peculiar honour to be placed for perpetual preſer. ÞW 2 
vation under the mercy-ſeat, and within the ark ; 15 
of the covenant *; the original copy of the whole in 
law, the genuine manuſcript of Moſes, was, in in 
obedience to the ſame authority, depoſited on the 1 li 
outſide of the ark for occaſional and ſolemn con- : h 
ſultation J. From that venerable original, which | g 
was to be ſeen from age to age, copies were or- 
dered to be tranſcribed: and they were multipli- 
ed, and diſperſed throughout Iſrael, fo that every _ 
man might ſearch the ſcriptures for himſelf, and 5 
learn what the Lord his God required of him f. 1 
Bor ſtill more effectually to preſerve and ex- te 
tend the knowledge of ſacred things, all the ſons = 
of a whole tribe of Iſrael were formed into a di-. 
tinct order, and conſecrated by God to the cele- ” 
bration of the ordinances of worſhip, to the ſtudy 8 
of the law, and the inſtruction of the people. : 
OI. EG, Hence, . 
 ® Fxod. xxv. 21. Xl. 20. Deut. x. 2. 1 Kings viii. . bs 
+ Deut. xxxi. 24—26. Deut. xix. 18. Joſh. i. 8. 1 
Deut. vi. 9. Pr. i. 2. Luke x. 26. Matth. xu, 3. 


Xix. 4, Pſal. xxi. 16, 42. xxil. 31. John v. 39. 


, Roe he. 
9 e o 
& 3 P _ pegs N 5 
7 NN STS, nl Li Bos 2 


I 


SERMON II. 79 


Hence, of the children of Levi Moſes ſaid in his 


valedictory addreſs to that great aſſembly which 
he was not to introduce into Canaan, They ſhall 
teach Jacob thy judgements, and Tirael thy law : they 
ſhall put incenſe before thee, and whole-burnt-ſacrifice 
upon thin? altar *. Individually and collectively, 


in public and in private, they were to inculcate 


the doctrines and duties of religion. The prie/”s 
lips ſhould keep knowledge, ſays Malachi, and they 
ſhould feck the law at his mouth : for he is the meſſen* 
ger of the Lord of boſts yh. 


Bur while the care of inſtruction was princi- 


pally committed, it was not confined, to the ſa- 


cred order. From among all the tribes indiſcri- 
minately, men of wiſdom and experience, elders 


and ſcribes, ſometimes princes, and often inſpired 


teachers, appeared as the luminaries of Iſrael, 


Knowledge was propagated, not merely by ſolitary 


individuals, however reſpectable and aſſiduous, but 
by the more diffuſive and perpetuated labours of or- 
ganized and permanent eſtabliſliments. 
Throughout the land there were Synagogues, or 
houſes for worſhip and facred inſtruction, in which 
the book of the law was religiouſly kept, and, from 


week to week, read and expounded. Hence, the apo- 


ile 


„Deut. xxxiil. 10. + Mal. f. 7. 


ſtill have, ſuch places of public concourſe for the 


Schools of the Prophets; ſeminaries which ſeem to 
have ſubſiſted from the days of Samuel to thoſe 
of Gamaliel, and in which the youth of Iſrael im. 
bibed, and became qualified to impart, the know. | 
ledge of ſacred things. It was at the feet of the 
| wiſe Gamaliel, that Saul of Tarſus was taught gc- 


F old, which, under the guidance of the Spirit of 


the myſtery of Chriſt, and 1 in Promoting + the cauſe of 


great council of the nation, compoſed of leventy- 
three of the moſt honourable elders ; the court of 


laſt reſort, dehinitively interpreting the law, and 


Ru Es c — — — — — 


„ Pal laxiv. 8 Acts xv. 21. 
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ſtle James obſerved in his diſcourſe at the ſynod of 


Jeruſalem; Moſes hath from old time in every city 
' them that preach him, being read in the Jynagegues 
every Sabbath-day *. And in all the countries of 


their diſperſion, the Jews anciently had, as they 


reading of the law and the prophets f. 
Again; in various parts of Canaan were the 


cording to the perfect manner of the law of the fath i, [1 
and acquired that deep inſight i into the dark /ayings 


God, he afterwards fo ſucceſsfully employed in 
confoundingthe prejudices of the Jews, in unfolding 


Chriſtianity. 
Farther; at Jeruſalem ſat the Sanhedrim, the 


authori- 


+ Ac xll.-14; 15, 27. 
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of a. ſingular kind. 


aſſembled multitudes of Iſrael. 
law, and delivered it unto the prieſis the ſins of Levi, 
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authoritatively enforcing the execution of it. 


Theſe were they concerning whom Jeſus ſpake 
to the multitude, and to his diſciples, ſaying, The 


ſcribes and phar iſees fit in Moſes ſeat : all, there- 


| fore, whatſoever we bid you obſerve, that obſerve 
da. I) 


There was another inſtitution for diſſeminat- 


ing the knowledge of divine things, which the 
whole body of public inſtructors and ſacred rulers 


were charged to carry into effect, and which is 
highly worthy of remark. It was an inſtitution 


Every ſeventh year, at 
one of the three great annual feſtivals, the whole 


law was to be deliberately and diſtinctly read, by 


the prieſts and elders, in the audience of all the 
Moſes wrote the 


and unto all the elders of Iſrael, and commanded them, 


ſaying, At the end of every ſeven years, in the folem- | 


rity of the year of releaſe, i in the feaſl of tabernacles, 
when all Tirael is come to appear before the Lord thy © 


God in the place which he ſhall chuſe, thou ſhalt read 


this law before all Iſrael. Gather the people together; 
men, and women, and children, and thy ſtranger that 


is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they 


may 


* Matth. xxill. 1—3. 
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may learn: and that their childrcn which have not 
known any thing may hear, and learn to fear the Lord 


your God. What could be more ſolemn and 


impreſſive than this ſeptennial promulgation of 


the law? what could have been more wiſely or- 


dained ? It was a public and perpetual memorial, 
a demonſtrative proof from age to age, that no 


impoſture had been practiſed in the original eſta- 
 bliſhment of the law in Ifracl: it ſecured it againſt 
corruption: and, while it er ved to re. impreſs it 


upon the minds and hearts of the aged, it was 


admirably calculated to render it an object of at- 
tention, reverence and | inquiry to the young. 


4 


Bur the prieſts, the Levites, the elders, and 


other men of eminent wiſdom and learning, were 
not the only inſtructors in Iſracl. 
Moſes in his laſt ſong, remember the days of old, con- 
ider the years of many generatiins : aſk thy father, 
and he will ſhew thee ; thy elders, and they will tell 


thce +, Not only the elders of every tribe, but 


the fathers of every family in Iſrael, muſt be pz 10 
each: Alt thy father, and he will tell thee. To 
every father Moſes addreſſed this folemn charge: 
—Theſe words which I command thee this day, ſhall 

ESE, + Of 


„Deut. xxxi. 9—13. Deut, . 7. 
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be in thine heart ; and thou ſhalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children. "The fathers were to excite, aſſiſt 
and fatisfy the inquiries of their children reſpect- 
ing the meaning of every religious doctrine and 
rite. And to aid the parents in communicating 
inſtruction, the law itſelf ſupplied them with formal 
anſwers and explanations upon the moſt i important 
points which could be ſuppoſed to attract the at- 
tention, and awaken the curioſity of thoſe whoſe 
reaſon was beginning to inveſtigate and to com- 
pare. What, for inſtance, could be more ſtriking 
to the riſing youth of Iſrael than the annual re- 
currence of the ſolemnities of the paſſover, when 
the lamb for the family repaſt was eaten, in the 
place choſen by God, with a ſcrupulous prepara- 
tion and an awful ſolemnity obſerved at no other 
time? What could be more natural than their 
inquiries into the origin and deſign of that inſtitu- 
tion? The i inquiries were anticipated, and the an- 
| {wer provided. And in Jha!l come 40 paſs, when 
| your children ſhall ſay unto you, What mean ye by this 
, ſervice? that ye ſhall ſay, Ii is the ſacrifice (comme—- 
 morative ) of the Lord's paſſever, who paſſed over the 
: houſes of the children of Ijrael in Frypt, when he 
: Jmote the Egyptians, and delivered our houfes *, To 2 
: | the 


* Exod. xii. 265 27. 
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the young inquiſitive Iſraelite few things were 


likely to prove more intereſting than the rite of 
redeeming the firſt- born by the ſubſtitution of a 
ſacriſice. Upon this ſubject too the parents were 
prepared to reply. All the firſt born among thy 
children, ſaid the lawgiver, ſhalt thou redeem. And 
it ſhall be when thy ſon aſketh thee in time io come, 
ſaying, What is this ? that thou ſhall Jay unto him, By 
 firength of hand the Lord brought us from the houje 


of bondage: and when Pharaoh would hardly let us 


55 20, the Lord flew all the firſt-born in the land of E- 


egypt, therefore all the firſi-born of my cbildren I re- 
deem. And, brethren, I cannot but conſider the 
Whole Book of Proverbs as a kind of manual i in- 


tended to furniſh a model and materials for pa- 
rental inſtruction in moral and religious ſubjects. 
Solomon himſelf informs us that one great object 
of that ſacred collection i is to give to the young man 


knowledge and di iſcretion + : and you may have ob- 


ſerved that its maxims are often expreſſed in the 
ſtyle of the leſſons of a pious father or mother to 
a beloved child: My ſon, bear the inſtruction of 
| thy father, and forſake not the law of thy mother. My 
fon, if ſinners entice thee, conſent thou not: my ſon, 
walk not in the way with them. Hear, ye children, 

: the 


* Exod. xiii, 14, 15. + Prov. i. 4. 
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the inſtruction of a father, for 1 give you good doc- 
trine; ; — * not my law *, 


Bor the province of teaching was extended 


yet farther» than to public characters, and to every 


father and mother in Iſrael. Every individual 


; who had been himſelf religiouſly educated, and 


who had attained mature age, was ſuppoſed com- 


| petent to inſtruct thoſe who were children in years, 


or in underſtanding. To be a teacher of the firſt 
principles of the oracles of God was what every 
Ilraelite claimed as his privilege, while he felt it 


| his duty. Behold, ſays Paul, thou art called a Few, 


and makeſt thy boaſt of God, and knoweſlt his «ill, 


and approveſt the things that are more excellent, being 
. inſtructed out of the law ; and art confident that thou 
1 thyſelf art a guide of the blind, a light of them ho 
F are in 5 an e of the fool iſh, a teacher 
; of babes * 


IT appears then that the communicating of re- 


ligious knowledge was an employment trom which 


none of the members of the Jewiſh | church were 
exempted, in which they all gloried, and! in which 


every ous and enlightened Iſraelite was, in his 


W 


* Prov. i. 8, 10, 15. | IV. r, I. T Rom. 1, 17 — 22 
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place, and to his utmoſt power, conſcientiouſly 


occupied. 


We have now endeavoured to illuſtrate the 
words before us in their primary application. They 


were written, however, not for the fake of thoſe 


only to whom they were originally addrefled, but 
for ours alſo. 


It were vain for me, in the audience of this 
aſſembly, to ſpend time in proving that the anci- 
ent Jewiſh church and the Chriſtian are but one 


true and permanent church under a varied diſpen- 


ſation, and that our religion and the Moſaical, 
diſſimilar as they are in circumſtances, are the fame 


in eſſence. You know theſe things, and are eſta - | 
| bliſhed in the important truth. Now, as we in- 


herit all Ifrael's ſpiritual privileges with much im- 
provement, we muſt undoubtedly be obligated, 


In an equal or a greater degree, to the moral du- 


ties reſulting from thoſe privileges. The obliga- 


tion to the duties muſt devolve with the poſleſſion 
of the privileges from generation to generatian, 
_ perpetually. The text then, ſtating at once the 


privilege and the duty of the members of the 
church, is in both its parts no leſs applicable to us 
than it was to God's ancient . pcople. Having 


_ eſtabliſhed among us his ieſtimony and his law, he 


commandcth 


Ch 


cl 
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; | -:mmandeth the fathers to make them known to their 
BH children 


* 


| 1g0 on, therefore, to conſider the text i in its 
7 ; application to ourſelves, as members of the Chritti. 
an church. In doing this, I ſhall 
I. Speak“ of our privileges as a people inheriting 
God's teſtimony and law : 


1 * 


3 I.. Specify the means by which the knowledge 
:- of facred things | is to be tranſmitted from age to 
> age : : And 

7 2 III. Recommend perſeverance in your efforts 
„to tranſmit religious knowlege by thoſe ſeminaries 
e which you who. are here aſſembled profeſs to pa- 
tronize. 


1. What advantage then hath the Chriſtian ? on 
 wohat profit is there in the poſſeſſion of the law and 
- TOO of God? Much every way : For 


p 8 * 4 
WG OD OR TT OED > R n „ 
IS SITE; * : R > Ws an nt E 
FFT... es ie A eo ES 


PE nes 


EE 
* . 


n | 1. In the 1 and law of God all thoſs- 
bs : Truths which arc neceſſary to be known for ſalva- 
e ; . tion are revealed. This revelation embraces a 
e | mighty compaſs. It carries our views from eternity 
s to eternity, and from the beginning, through all 
g tue periods, forward to the end of the world and 


e time. It ſhows us the origin, the fall, the reco- 
» = ns very, 
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very, the immortality, and the eternal deſtiny of 
man. It ſhows us the riſe, the plan, the purchaſe, 


the progreſs, and the conſummation of the ſalvation 


of God. It diſcovers to us the Sovereign of the u 


niverſe in his moſt intereſting, moſt awful, and molt 
_ amiable characters: and the great Mediator who ſo 


generouſſy and ſuccelsfully n. to redeem 


the world accurſt. 


This revelation exhibits truths moſt ſingular, 


and altogether peculiar to itſelf; truths moſt myſ- 
terious, which had never been known had they 
not been ſupernaturally diſcloſed ; truths moſt ſu- 
blime, the great things of God, the grand reſult 
of his manifold wiſdom and abundant grace; 
truths moſt intereſting, ſince by them we mult be 
| Judged ; and moſt beneficial, lince to know them 


is eternal is, 
We poſſeſs all the revelation which was cooked 


ed to the Jews, and much more. Ours is far 
more luminous than theirs, far more extenſive, 


and far more ſatisfactory to the mind intent to 


explore thoſe profound and ſtupendous myſteries | 
into which the angels defire to look. By the faint light 


of prophecies and of types the ancient Iſraelites 


deſcried Meſſiah afar off, anticipated the meritori- 


ous righteouſneſs which he was to fulfil in the lat- 


ter days, and read the grand characters of that ſal- 
vation 


Go be on Ie an-: 
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vation which he was then to achieve. But 


thoſe things which were ſhown to them only 
in emblem, or in dim and diſtant proſpect, are 
evidently ſet forth before our. eyes. The vail is 
rent in twain, and the glories which lay hid be- 
yond it in the holieſt of all are now fully diſplay- 
ed. The temple of God is opened in heaven, and there is 
ſcen in his temple the ark of his teſtament, The ſha- 
dows of the morning have retired from before the 
aſcending day ; ; and the Sun of righteouſne!s, ariſen 
at length upon us, illuſtrates the wonders of the 


] ſpiritual world. 


"4c In the; rutig ent re ood he wrap; 


able manner of Workin him! 18 N and au- 


thoritatively aſcertained. 5 
Thoſe of our modern inſidels who Amit the 


reaſonableneſs of religious worſhip ſeem diſpoſed 


to aſſert that God will certainly accept from men 


i whatever homage they preſent to him with lincere | 


hearts. But the aſſertion is ſupported by no proof. 


{ Itis plainly abſurd. For, look abroad among the 
| nations who have not the Ja ard teſtimony, you 


will behold men approaching the Deity with rites 
of worſhip repugnant to the light of reaſon, and 


| to the feelings of humanity. Now, will men 8 
lincerity conſecrate their follies and their crimes ? 


Will 
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Will men's ſincerity reconcile God to what he con. 


demns, and obligate him to accept wickedneſs as 


a righteous oblation ? Excellent as ſincerity is, it is 


valuable only when it is prompted by knowledge, 


and productive of what is 5%, juft and good. 
In its moſt improved ſlate, human reaſon un- 


aided by revelation, could never ſatisfactorily an- 


u er the queſtion moſt intereſting to the man who 
is conſcious of guilt before the Eternal Judge :— 


Wherewith ſhall J come before i he Lord, and bow my- 


el, before the high God : ? What your [ give "= the fin 
e my foul ? 


How great a privilege is it then to earn 


from God himſelf in what characters he is to be ap- 
proached by us; and with what diſpoſitions, with 


what expreſſions of homage, and with what hopes 
we are to adore him? 

The Moſaic economy embraced a ſyſtem of wor- 
ſhip wiſely adapted to that immature and intro- 


ductory ſtate of the church. Divine ordinances 


were then emblazoned with a multiplicity of ſigns 


and ceremonies to ſtrike and detain the ſenſes, and 
| the whole exterior of religion was minutely and 
ſplendidly elaborate. But from the temple of the 
Moſt High that carnal pomp is now baniſhed, and 
throughout the ordinances of his worſhip there 
reigns a 2 ſimplicity, better ſuited to evan- 
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gelical times. Our rites are plain, and few. 


Scarcely do any forms obtain but ſuch as are 


altogether neceſſary for aſſiſting the attention 
of the mind, for admitting the body to parti- 
cipate with the ſoul in adoring. the Crea- 
tor and Redeemer of both, and for conducting 
{ocial worſhip with animating harmony and im- 
preſſive ſolemnity. Leſs oſtentatious than the an- 
cient ſyſtem, ours is more ſpiritual: leſs calculated 
to allure the ſenſes, it more exalts the mind: 
borrows leſs from the earth ; z-it is more wa to 
the devotions of the heavens. z 


3. In the Lies and Wil of God a perfect 
(lem of Moral Precepts is exhibited. | 
In his ſtate of uncorrupted excellence, man 
was a law to himſelf. Turning his attention in- 
ward, in his own heart he read his duty. t 
mind, irradiated with celeſtial light, ever revealed 


to him the good and right way, and his will Was not 


di ſobedient to the heavenly viſion. 
But now, human reaſon, debilitated and per- 1 
verted, can of itſelf diſcover but little of man's du- 


ty, and ftill leſs of the proper manner of perform- | 
ing it. | | 
In proof of this, a the Rate of morality 

in the moſt Improved _ and periods of the hea- 
then 


92 SERMON II. 


then world. How impure and incomplete were 
the beſt of their ſyſtems! On various topics, it is 
true, excellent maxims may be ſelected from them. 
But even of thoſe the beneficial effect on practice 
was much leſs than we may be apt at firſt to ima- 


gine. For the maxims of one famed Moraliſt were 
ever contradicted by thoſe of another, whoſe cele- 


brity conferredon his dictates, perhaps an equal ſanc- 


tion: ſo that amidſt the ſtrife of jarring opinions, 


and the collifion of contending authorities (while 


there was wanting a common and acknowledged 
ſtandard of appeal), men fluctuated in perpetual 


uncertainty, and after all that had been dictated 
or diſputed by others, every one was left to form a 


{ſcheme for himſelf, and to regulate his practice by 


his own conſcience, caprice, or corruptions. 


All the morality of that world which by wi iſctom 
knew not God, was effentially defective in this re- 


- ſpect, that the beſt of its precepts could never be 
_ enforced by ſufficient motives. Thoſe precepts 


were the ſayings of men, not the oracles of heaven: 


they were friendly advices and expoſtulations ad- 
dreſſed to human prudence, not commands bind- 
ing the conſcience. And whatever arguments 
from the authority and inſpection of the Supreme 
Being and from a futuricy of, retribution, could 
be urged to enforce them, were at beſt only con- 
| jectural, 
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jectural, and, like the precepts themſelves, were 
repelled by names as ns as thoſe which 
advanced them. 

It is highly worthy of remark that the wiſeſt 
of the heathens were the moſt ſenſible of the im- 


perfection of their knowledge, and of the deficien- 


cy of their means of information, on thoſe ſubjects 


which moſt intereſt man as a moral and immortal 


It is ſaid that, i in the natural world, the 
gloom of night becomes more deep toward the 
dawn of day: and of the moral world we may 
affirm that {till as the molt eminent of the heathen 


being. 


ſages ſeemed in their ſearch after wiſdom to Ads: 


proach the ſacred influence of the true light, the 
obſcurities which involved them became more 
palpable to themſelves, and the glimmerings which 
met them ſerved but to render the darkneſs 
. viſible.” Hence, thoſe of the Socratic ſchool 


| (doubtleſs the moſt illuſtrious claſs of heathen 


moraliſis) uſed to expreſs an ardent wiſh, not 
unmingled with a feeble hope, that God in com- 
paſſion to the weakneſs of our bewildered race 
would commiſſion and qualify ſome extraordinary 


teacher to relieve us from our perplexities by diſ- 


covering to us thoſe things of which the know- 
lege was perceived to be indiſpenſably neceſſary 


| to our right conduct and ſupreme felicity, Thus 


1 | the 
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the very men who are moſt highly and moſt juſtly 
extolled by modern advocates for the ſufficiency 
of reaſon in oppoſition to the neceſſity of revela. 
tion, denied that pretended ſuſſiciency, and felt 
and confeſſed the need of ſupernatural inſtruction. 
And, brethren, we will venture to ſay that, 
notwithflanding all the ſacred knowledge with 
which revelation has directly or circuitouſly ſup. 


1 plied our preſent infidels, many of them ſeem to be 


as ignorant of the nature, the obligations, and the 


only true ſupports of morality, as if they had 


dreamed in the darkneſs of Heatheniſm. Let us 
hear one of the moſt conſpicuous of theſe ingeni- 
ous but vain ſpeculators. © Pleaſure or happi- 
e neſs,” ſays he, is the ſole end of morality * 
and again, © Morality is nothing more than a 
& calculation of pleaſures * And he tells us that 
from this calculation all references to © a world to 
< come” muſt be © diſmiſſed” as“ air-bulit ſpecula- 


e tions, which cannot enter into any liberal and 


<« enlightened ſyſtem of morality +.” Morality, 
then, is nothing more than a calculation of pre- 
... lent pleaſures! And who is to be the calculator? 
This man, or any other, for us, and for the world, 
or every individual for himſelf ? Truly, this me- 
175 5 : os 1 thod 


| * Godwin's Enquirer, p. 243, 104. + Ibid. 243. 
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thod of calculation, this eſtimate of pleaſures from 
which © ſpeculations upon the chances of a world 
« to come” are excluded, this * liberal and en- 
« lightened morality” which recogniſes neither 
the exiſtence and government of God, nor the 
reſponſibility and immortality of man, has filled 


the earth, from age to age, with murders, for- 


nications, adulteries, perjury, fraud, rapine, ſe- 


dition, rebellion, and every evil work. Behold 


then a moraliſt who underſtands nothing of mo- 
rality : who diſcerns not its connexion with a Di- 


vine Legiſlator, an Omnifcient Witneſs, an Al- 


mighty Governour, a ſupreme and moſt righteous 
judge, and a future retribution; but contemptu— 
oully explodes its moſt grand and intereſting refe- 
rences, its prime obligations and molt powerful | 
ſinctions! Behold a morality which is referable 


| to no certain ſtandard, reducible to no fixed rules, 


and enforced by no adequate motives la morali- 
ty which aboliſhes the cilential diſtinction between 
right and wrong, which abandons rectitude at the 
proſpect of temporal pain or pleaſure, and which 
tends to extinguiſh conſcience in men, to baniſh 
from the worid the remembrance of God, and to 
annihilate thoſe ſacred and ſupreme obligations 


and reſtraints which have hitherto. been found 


moſt efficacious for preſer vi ing the order of human 
ſociety! 
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ſociety! This morality, which would detach the 
anticipations, the ſolicitudes, and the intereſts of 


man from © a world to come,“ offers no leſs vio. 
lence to human nature than indignity to divine 


revelation, and is as repugnant to the original 
and inexterminable principles of the former, 

as to the light and ſpirit of the latter. Moſt 
unreaſonably it aſſumes, that thoſe preſentiments 
' of a world to come” which animate and e. 
levate the good, and which ever recoil with 
dread · upon thoſe who are moſt anxious to 


“ diſmiſs” them, and who to eſcape the fears 


of futurity would gladly reſign its hopes; that 
impreſſions which have been univerſal and per- 
petual among our ſpecies, are not the reſult 


of the conſtituent principles of our frame. This 
morality degrades man into a moſt incongruous 


being, whoſe nobleſt capacities and tendencies, 
whoſe moſt exalted hopes, and whoſe moſt in- 


fuperable fears, have no exiſtent object: a be- 


ing which Nature (whatever Nature means) 
moſt wantonly tantalizes, and cruelly dooms to 


be the inceſſant ſport of tormenting phantoms. 
This morality repreſents the whole moral world 


as a mighty anarchy ; a ſcene of innumerable 
wrongs which are never to be redrefſed or re- 
venged. It © diſmiſſes” thoſe motives which have 
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the moſt commanding and ſalutary influence on 


the human heart, and thoſe ſentiments which are 


often the ſole excitement and ſupport of virtue, 
and the ſole curb and correction of vice. It re- 


lieves concealed, enterpriſing, or triumphant wick- 
edneſs from its worſt terrors, but from ſuffering 


| goodneſs it withholds the conſolations of hope. It 


is a morality without truth, dignity, and energy. 


It is the morality of atheiſm : and all the ſublime 


virtue predicted from it is but eee, revery 
and “ air-built ſpeculation.” | | 
From ſuch vain dreamers who, profeſſing alen 


ſelves to be wiſe, become fools, and grope in the noon- day 
as in the night, let us turn to the law and the teſti. 
nony. In that pure light of heaven we ſhall ſee 


clearly. There we ſhall behold man as he ought 


| ever to view himſelf, if he would know his true 
| character and his higheſt end, his dignity and his 
dependence, his advantages and his obligations, his 
| worſt dangers and his beſt proſpects ;—we ſhall 
| behold man in intimate and eternal connection 


with God as his moral Governour. There we 


ſhall find at once, and without laborious inveſtiga- 
tion, all the concluſions on the grand ſubject of 
morality at which right reaſon would ever arrive. 

There our duty! is exhibited to us in a clear light, 


in a narrow ane in a conſiſtent ſcheme; dic- 


me 
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tated by the Supreme Legiſlator himſelf, and en- 


forced by every motive which can ariſe from the 
grandeur of his majeſty, the terrors of his wrath, 


or the attractives of his mercy. How ſatisfactory 


this to the underſtanding, how ftrengthening to 
the conſcience, how animating to the heart! 


4. In the law and teſtimony a ſacred Polity is 


preſcribed to the church. Chriſtianity could not 


ſubſiſt or flouriſh among men, were there not public 
and permanent aſſociations of its profeſſors. But 
aſſociations were uſeleſs, and could not be perma. 
nent, without order and government. A plan 
of government, therefore, and rules of admini- 
tration are, in the ſcriptures, dictated to the 


church by its ſole Legiſlator. It is thus organized 
into a regular ſociety of wluch all the parts are 
cloſely connected and duly ſubordinated, and ren- 


dered capable of uſeful intercourſe and harmonious 
2 operation; and it is furniſhed with ſpiritual 
means of ſelf- defence and ſelf. purification, by 


which it can revenge all diſubedience among its mem- 
bers, and debar or expel from its communion 


thoſe who would diſturb its peace, or corrupt its 
conſtitution, its doctrines, its worſhip, or its mo- 
rality. The ſcriptural polity of the church, then, 
claims our high reſpect at once for its origin, 

which 
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which is divine, and for its end, which is to pre- 
ſerve the ſacred community in healthful or- 
der and vigour that the truth may be defended 
and propagated, the ordinances of worſhip pure- 


ly celebrated, individual members reſtrained or 
reclaimed from tranſgreſſion, and the religious 


advantages which are intended to reſult to the 
faints from their communion with one another, 


from the church to the world, and from each ge- 
neration to its lucceſſors, fully obtained. 


HavixNd thus mentioned our great privileges 


HI. Attend to the means by which; fn blots. 


| ence to the high injunction recogniſed in the text, 
x we are to tranſmit rhe knowledge of ſacred things 


to our ſucceeding 1 race. 


1. Tas Woite of ſacred things is to be 


tranſmitted by a careful preſervation and tranſ- 


miſſion of the ſcriptures themſelves. 


Nothing can exceed the punctilious exadtitude 


of the Jews of old and at preſent in their atten- 


tions to preſerve the purity of the ſcriptures con- 
fided to them. The conſequence has been highly 


important. * the good providence of God, that 
| people 


AS 1 ou moans God 8 teftimony and law, let 
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people have been, and ſtill are the tenacious depo. 


ſitaries of thoſe divine records which detect the 


vanity of their expectations of a Meſſiah yet to 
come, which anticipate their preſent infidelity, 
which foretel their miſerable diſperſion unparallel. 


ed in the hiſtory of nations, and which contain the 


| beſt evidences of the truth of Chriſtianity, as a re. 
; ligion which 1s bui/t upon the foundation of the prophets, 
as well as of the apo/tles, and which only realizes 


what was predicted, or clearly reveals what was ob- 


ſcurely inſinuated, in the dark ſayings of old. After the 
era of the goſpel, when both Jews and Chriſtians 
became the keepers of the ancient ſcriptures, thoſe 
parties were mutual checks, ſo that neither, had 
both inclined, could poſſibly corrupt them. The 
Chriſtians equally venerated, and were equally 


careful to preſerve and tranſcribe the writings of 


the New Teſtament, When acrimonious contro- 
verſies multiplied in the church, there were not 
wanting men who would not have ſcrupled to ſo- 
| phiſticate the word of God for the purpoſe of ad- 


ding its apparent ſanction to their own opinions. 


But to adulterate a book which myriads of indivi- 
duals in various regions were hourly conſulting, 
and to which jealous and contending ſects were 
perpetually appealing, was plainly impracticable. 
It was morally impoſſible, however, that the ſcrip- 
tures 
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tures could be tranſcribed times innumerable with- 


out any variation whatſoever. Ihis would have 
involved an endleſs complication of miracles, not 


needed, and therefore not to be expected. But 


| though it is acknowledged that the moſt ancient 


copies often minutely differ in the reading of the 


ſame place, it 1s no leſs certain that by all thoſe. 
variations together not one doctrine of religion is 


haken or obſcured. The ſcriptures, therefore, 


| as we now poſleſs them, are the undefiled foun- 


tain of truth, the genuine ſtandard of reli- 


gion and morality: and unqueſtionably, their 


future corruption my be pronounced impoſli- 


1 belongs to the church in every land to ex- 


| hibir faithfully their meaning in that language 
which is moſt familiar to the people, that the word 
of God may not be a ſpring ſhut up and a fountain 
| ſcaled, but that every man may be able for him- 


ſelf to draw water out of the wells of ſalvatiun. On 
the day of Pentecoſt, when the apoſtles received 
the gift of tongues, the liſtening multitudes, de- 


vout men, out of every nation under heaven, marvel- 
led, and exclaimed, How hear we every man in cur. 
| cwn tongue, wherein we were born Similar is the 

| cen of the faithful tranſlation of the ſcriptures: 


N e Every 


Wl 
1 
i 
1 
q 
17 
1 
1 
: 
4 
ö 
| 
" 
. 
Fl 
+ 
14 
11 
"I 
a7 
4 
5 
1 
* 
I 
d 
7 
4 
1 
1 
i 
14 
J 
*4 
. 
: 
! 
4 
4: 
11 
15 
j 
$1 
* 
A 
2] 
15 
1. 
4 
' 
ts 
* 
41 
T1 
1 
* 
a 
7 
a! 
; 
1 
11 
1 


[ 


— 
— 


— - - * - = 
==" SSSI = 
ya tp aye ITS — 


— 2 * 
” . 


32 = 


— —— 
— 3 2322 = — 

- n — — 

25% 


— 


— L. © —_ — —— 22 — 
rr 


<— << — — 
— 


2 
— 


FS Wo 


3 


2 —— — 2 — 


102 SERMON IL 


Every man hears the apoſtles and prophets peat 


in his own language. 


Long have they ſpoken very hls ly in 
ours; publiſhing the name of the Lord God of Jjrael 
in theſe Jſles of the ſea, and teaching them to <vait 
for the Redeemer's law. 

Lhe ſcriprures thus rendered intelligible ought 
to be devoutly peruſed and pondered by us all. 


Receive them, brethren, and revere them as the pro- 
duction of unerring wiſdom, the dictate of ſupreme 
authority, the unſpeakable gift of infinite goodneſs. 
Diſperſe them alſo among the poor, the ignorant, 
and the young. In doing this, you give to the 
young the ſincere milk which nouriſhes the ſoul: 
you give to the ignorant the inſtructions of hea- 


ven, which make the fi mple wiſe : and you give to 


the poor what is better than gold, and what will 
make them rich and great for ever. 


And here I cannot but mention with high ap- 
probation, that it is a principal part of your plan 


to diſtribute the Book of God without money and 


wwithout price. to ſuch of the pupils of your ſemina. 
ries as cannot otherwiſe obtain it; and that it is 
your great object to help them all to underſtand 
and remember its contents. In thus leading the 
children directly to the ſcriptures, you put them 
(may I not ſay?) under the immediate tuition of 
the police and prophets, at and of Jeſus Chriſt him- 
felt. 


tl 
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ſelf. And to whom ſhould they go but unto him who 


hath the words of eternal life? 


Perſevere then, in delivering to the fol- 
lowing race the volume of Inſpiration: and, 


that it may not be to them a /hut leiter and a ſealed 


beo, accompany ſtill the gift with your friendly 


elucidations. Let not the fault be in you if every 


one of your young diſciples becomes not like Ti- 


| mothy, to whom Paul ſays, From a child thou haſt 
| known the ſcriptures, which are able to make thee wiſe 
| Zo e through faith which is in Gore Jeſus. 


2. The knowlege of divine things is to be 


tranſmitted by means of the Public Creed, Con- 


feſſion, or Teſtimony of the church. 
Againſt public articles of faith many Chriſtians 


are ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed. THe prejudice, howe-. 
5 ver, is more againſt the name than agaiuſt the 


thing. Every church has certain religious prin- 
ciples for the baſis of its union. It has its diſcri- 


minative perſuaſion, expreſſed in one manner or 
5 another, and more or leſs exactly underſtood by 
its members. What has brought them together, 


what retains them in fellowſhip, but coinci- 
dence of religious ſentiments? How is this coinci. 
dence diſcovered but by mutual explanations ! 2 


Who knows not that the common perſuaſion of 
the church is often as rigourouſly applied in the 


admiſſion 
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' admiſſion and expulſion of members, among thoſe 
who condemn creeds and confeſſions in name, 


as among thoſe who maintain their utility? 
Since every church, then, has its own ſyſtem 


of acknowledged principles, it appears unreaſon- 


able to condemn an expedient of which the object 


is merely to aſcertain them with the utmoſt poſſi- 


ble preciſion. and to exhibit them with the utmoſt 


poſſible publicity? By accurately defining and o- 


penly propounding its principles, a church prac- 


tiſes no impoſition upon the underſtanding or con- 
ſcience of any man: on the contrary, it affords 
to every one the greateſt advantage for an exact, 
extenſive, deliberate and diſpaſſionate ſcrutiny of 
of them, and for appeal to them in caſes of doubt 
or diſpute. By the rejection of methodized ſum- 
maries of doctrine a church which intends no con- 
| cealment or ambiguity gains nothing; but it de- 
prives itſelf of one of the beſt means of marking 
its own changes and improvements, of inſtructing 


and ſatisfying enquirers, of extenſively Holding 


forth the word of life, and of aſſiſting future gene- 
_ rations in going forth by the footleps of the flock. 


The abhorrence of public formularies which! 18 
expreſſed by many excellent Chriſtians, is to be 


referred, moſt unqueſtionably to a laudable veno- 


ration of the word of God. _ Are not the ſcrip- 
tures” 


e 
Þ 
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tures” ſay they “our only rule? are they not per- 
« fet and ſufficient? Can men expreſs God's 
„ truths with more preciſion than he : has done him- 
« ſelf??? 


For ever inviolate us the ſupreme hopes of 


the ſacred ſcriptures. But with this, explanatory 


forms do not interfere. They are not more the 
rule of faith to us than unwritten creeds are to 


thoſe who uſe them: they are merely the ſtate- 
ments of our belief. We exalt them not to an 


equality with the word cf ipſpiration: they on- 


Jy ſhow how we underſtand it. 


« But is it no indignity to revelation that thoſe 
“ formularies preſume to convey divine truths 
8 in terms and modes of expreſſion different from 
e thoſe which are there employed ?” None. This 
diverſification of phraſe impeaches not the per- 
fection of the words of the Holy Ghoſt, nor even 
the accuracy of the tranſlation of them into words 
of human ſclection. It belongs to the nature of 


an explanation. Is it not obvious that how ex- 


cellentiy ſoever any thing is expreſſed, if men by 


reaſon of their own impertection diſagree in their 


apprebenſions of its import, they muſt explain 
their ſentiments otherwiſe than by a mere recital : 


of the words of w hich the meaning is doubted or 


diſputed. If confeſſions of faith are exploded up- 


on the principle that they exhibit divine doftrines 


by 
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by words, or combinations of words, which occur 
not in the pages of inſpiration; upon the ſame 


principle, every written or oral exhibition of re- 
vealed truth in terms or phraſes differing from 


thoſe of the ſacred records, muſt be condemned, 
and Chriſtians muſt be confined to expreſs them- 
ſelves on every religious ſubject by a mere verbal 
repetition of paſſages of ſcripture: a reſtriction 
which it were abſurd to impoſe, and impoſlible to 


obſerve. If individuals may ſtate their views of 


the meaning of ſcripture in their own manner of 


expreſſion, pronounced or written, or if a ſociety 


may do ſo by the mouth of any of its members, 


why may not the ſame be done by a ſociety in 
records public and permanent, but till ſubject 
to reviſion and alteration. 

| Farther; the mode of arranging divine truths 
which is adopted i in our Creeds and Confeſſions 
implies no reflection on the order in which they 


are exhibited in the word of God. I he order 
and manner in which it was given forth in 


times paſt to the Fathers, was doubtleſs the moſt 


eligible for the progreſſive illumination of the 
church. But if we are commanded to ſearch the 


ſcriptures, and if we ought to compare ſpiritual things 
with ſpiritual, may we not ſtate the reſult of the 
inveſtigation and compariſon ; and diſplay, as well 
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as we can, the conſiſtency of revelation, the con- 
nection and dependence of its truths, and the 
nature and amplitude of its inſtructions on thoſe 
intereſting ſubjects which embrace and influence 
our duty and our chief felicity ? Who ever con- 


ceived it criminal to digeſt a ſcheme of the duties 
of morality ? What moral precept, what principle 


of religion, is violated by methodizing the doc- 
trines of divinity ? In every church does not he 
who diſcourſes on a doctrine, or delivers an ex- 
hortation, illuſtrate the one and enforce the other, 


| by this very method of collecting, collating and 


claſſing the dictates of inſpiration? Is not the 
mode of ſyſtematizing principles introduced into 


every department of ordinary ſcience, and found 
greatly ſubſervient to the inveſtigation and com- 


munication of truth ? lts ee are : the fame 
in relation to the things of God. 


Upon the whole it may appear that thoſe who 


decry Creeds and Confeſſions practiſe materially . 
what they condemn. To a certain extent they 


arrange the dictates of revelation, they explain 


their ſentiments reſpecting them ſo as to aſcertain 


a coincidence, and the common perſuaſion of the 
ſociety underſtood by mutual explanations ſerves 
as the baſis of its union and the terms of its fel- 


The 
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The public articles of a church may be im- 
properly framed; and when they are unexcep- 
' tionable, they are, like whatever is good, like the 
word of God itſelf, liable to abuſe. They may 
be erroneous. They may be too few, or too nu- 
merous, for a proper bond of eccleſiaſtical union. 
| Reverence for them may warp ſome minds in 
ſearching the ſcriptures ; and prejudice may re- 
ceive divine truth, or error in its place, on the 
authority of human explanations or perverſions 
of them. True: — and with reſpect to unwrit- 
8 ten Creeds, the caſe is preciſely the ſame. None 

of the evils reſult from the circumſtance of ren- 
dering the principles of a church ſixed, definite 
and palpable, and of writing them plainly vpn tables 
that he who runs may read them. | 
While nothing can be better calculated to repreſ; 
a wanton ſpirit of innovation, and to prevent preci- 
pitate changes, in a church; nothing can more aſſiſt 
_ deliberate advancement in ſacred knowledge thanac- 
curate and authentic memorials of its paſt progreſs, 
and authoriſed exhibitions of its preſent views and 
attainments. Stating the errors which it has de- 
tected, abjured and condemned, and the truths 
which is has aſcertained and means to aſſert, they 


are of uſe not only to itſelf, but to other churches, 


and to the world at large; and undoubtedly they 
7 form 
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form the moſt compendious and ſatisfactory ve- 
hicles for the tranſmiſſion of its doctrines from 
generation to generation. 

Such authentic documents of principles have 
ever been highly eſteemed by the churches of the 
Reformation. Never, perhaps, were there more 
excellent ſummaries of religious truth than the 
'e- explanatory ſtandards of the church of Scotland. 


he And here it is pertinent and pleaſant to remark, 1 
ns that one of thoſe ſummaries, and indeed the beſt 5 
it. of the whole, is expreſsly intended and admirablx 5 


ne calculated for the inſtruction of the young, and 

n- the! ignorant. The Shorter Catechiſm ſtands high 

ite in the firſt rank of human compilations in the re- 

les ligious world. For orthodoxy, for compreſſion 
and comprehenſion, for arrangement and perſpi- 
eſs cuity, it is a lyttem of divinity ſecond to none. 
ci- And it is one great object of thoſe ſeminaries 

iſt which you have fo laudably inflituted, and fo li- 

ac- | berally ſupported, to make the riſing generation 
ſs, thoroughly acquainted with that moſt excellent 

nd help toward the attainment of an accurate and 
de- extenſive knowlege of the doctrines and com- 
ths mandments of the law and teſtimony of God. 
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tians to approximate as far as poſſible, the Actual 
State of the Church to its model exlubited 1 in the 
word of God. 


A church may retain explanatory ſtandards 


very conſonant to that infallible rule, while in 
the actual ſtate of its conſtitution, of its doctrines, 


and of its managements, there may exiſt many 
| things highly exceptionable. Thus circumſtanc- 
--* 2 It bs -contradictory, it belies Chriflianity, 


and muſt propagate its own corruptions of it. 


Who can find a perfect church! The excel - 
lence of churches, like that of individuals, is but 
comparative. Among them there is none to which 


Chriſt may not ſay, I have fomerwhat againſt thee : 
none in which there are not many things to be 


amended, and many to be improved; many to 


be retrenched, and many to be ſupplied. 

But the undeniable fact that there are imper- 
fections in all the churches will juſtify no man in 
neglecting to aſcertain which is the leaſt chargeable 
with aenying Chriſtis faith, and the moſt intent to 
hold faft his name, and in declining to ſupport that 


_ which he finds intitled to this character. By the 
ſcripture, his religious profeſſion, as well as his re- 


ligious ſentiments and his moral conduct, 


to be adjuſted. His religious profeſſion. 3 
among the moſt important of the Chriſtian's 
concerns 
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concerns in life: for it involves much of his 1 
and influences the whole; and, in particular, i 

cloſely connected with his principal and 5 0 
appearances and exertions for the tranſmiſſion of 
the truths and inſtitutions of Chriſt. Updoubt— 


edly, therefore, it ought to be the care of every 


Chriſtian to adopt that profeſſion, of which, after 


ſerious enquiry and compariſon, his own convic- 
tions pronounce, that it is, upon the whole, the 
moſt ſcriptural. Having adopted it, not as per- 
fect, but as the beſt to which he has acceſs, he muſt 


labour in his place and in the meckneſs of wiſdom, = 


to prevent its corruption, and promote its im- 
i provement. Diſcarding that ungenerous and un- | 
manly principle, ſo unworthy of a friend of Chriſt, = 
of the truth, and of the belt intereſts of the preſent 
and of the riling race, that it is enongh for him to 


attend to the concerns of his own {alvation ; let 


him cheriſh in his ſoul the zeal of God's How iſe. 


Neither prone to innovate, nor averſe 0 reform, 


neither childiſhly faſcinated by the ſchemes of 
every bold and buſy projector in % houſe if Cod, 
nor ſuperſtitiouſly devoted to every tenet and ob- 


ſervance which has bcen received by tradition from 
the fathers, ler him be in religion at once ſteady and 
progreſũve, let him diſpaſſionately apply all things 


to the ſtandard Provides by Infallibility, let him 


with 
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With wary perſeverahce, prompt and encourage 
the church of which he is a member to diſmils 
Whatever in its conſtitution or adminiſtrations is 


merely human, to hold faſt whatever is divine, 


and to go on to ſcriptural perfection. 


Differing in many ſentiments, in this, I am 


ſure, Chriſtians will all agree, that it is the firſt 


duty of a church, and its higheſt glory, faithfully 
to exhibit the whole ſy ſtem of evangelical doctrine, 
and to © receive, obſerve, and keep pure and en- 
ce tire all ſuch religious worſhip and ordinances as 


God hath appointed in his word “.“ Now, 


it is by the acceſſion, the ſteadineſs, the acti- 

vity, and the influence of enlig htened and faith- 
ful individuals that the public ſtate of religion 1n : 
particular ſocieties is to be meliorated: and the 
- progreſs of each community contributes, inſenſibly, 
it may be, and remotely, yet really and ultimate- 
1y, to the good of the church 8 1 and of ge- 


nerations yet unborn. 


How beautiful would the churches be did they 


realize their ſcriptural model, and were the holy 


zeal and the venerable ſimplicity of the pure and 
primitive ages again to appear! It is not by the de- 


reliction of any, of the truths or inſtitutions of the 
goſpel, it is by the aſcertainment, _acknowlege- 


ment 
* Shorter Catechiſm, Queſt 50. 
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ment and obſervance of whatever bears the Gona- 
ture of divine authority, and by the rejection of 

whatever wants that high ſanction ; it is by the ap- 
proximation of every church to the pattern deli. 
neated by the wiſdom of Heaven, that all the 
churches mult approximate to one another, till at 


laſt they coaleſce into one glorious temple for the 
reſidence and worſhip of The God and Father of © 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt..—O ! that this ſalvation of 
God were come out of Zion ! and that e di iſperſed 


of Tſracl were thus gathered into one! Such a refor- 


mation among Chriſtians of every name, ſuch a 


bleſſed healing of our lamentable diviſions, ſuch a 


happy union of the triends of the Redeemer por 
the foundation of the apollles and e er 
Chhriſt hin/ſelf being the chief corner ſtone— 


mightily would it accelerate the progreſs of the 
truth, and the increaſe of the church! Forthwith 
would enſue a full accompliſhment of that ſaying 


Which is written-reſpecting times hereafter to be 


revealed : Ariſe, ſhine ; for thy light i is come, and the 
glory of the Lord is r jen upon thee. And the Gentiles 
ſhall come to thy light, and kings 40 the brightneſs of 
thy riſing. Thy ſons ſhall come from far, and thy 
daughters ſball be nurſed at thy fide. And thy gates 
ſhall be open continually ; they ſhall nc not be Hut day nor 
"gay ; 


14 


= life. 
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night; that unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and 
their kings may be brought *, 


tb To the tranſmiſſion of evangelical know. 


ledge, no mean which a Chriſtian can employ is 


more directly ſubſervient than a conver 101ſation be. 
coming the goſpel. 
Ihe goſpel is a practical infitution It is not 
given to men merely for ſpeculation or profeſſion, 
but for the regulation of the mind, and heart, and 
He underſtands it beſt, who obeys it moſt, 
And he is moſt likely to be ſucceſsful i in its pro- 


pagation, who feels its power, who exhibits its 


ſpirit in his own temper, and exempliſies its pre. 


: cepts in his conduct. 

A converſation becoming the zoſpel, "while it ren- 
ders a Chriſtian the object of juſt reſpect, excites 
attention to his principles, and adds weight to his 
Without the help 
It is the moſt 


inſtructions and exhortations. 
of words, it ſpeaks to every heart. 


eloquent preaching of the truth, the moſt ſevere | 


rebuke of wickedneſs, the moſt attractive dil- 
play of the beauties of holineſs, the moſt forcible 
_ pleading for God. Hence faid our Lord to thoſe 

whom he commiſſioned to inſtruct the world, 

Let your gn! ho ſhine _ men that they may ſee your 


good 
| Iſa, Is. 3 5 3 


nd 
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good works, and glorify your Father who tis in hea- 


ven 85 
On the other hand, if thy converſation 10 not 


denieſt him,- 


from thy mind, whatever perſuaſion dwells on thy 


lips, thou art not a Chriſtian : 


molt intelligible of all illuſtrations, thou art ever 


lying againſt the truth and propagating moſt perni- 
cious error, thy deeds deſtroy what thy tongue 


builds up: whatever tribute of thy ſubſtance 


whatever good 
inſtruction thou imparteſt, thou doſt not expound 
the dodrine of God our Saviour with the beſt and 


ſuch as becometh the goſpel of Chriſt, if in works thou 
-whatever profeſſion thou holdeſt | 
forth to the world, whatever knowledge beams 


— 


thou rendereſt from time to time to Him Who 


ſits enthroned in Lion, all thy pecuniary contri- 
butions for his ſervice cannot countervail the King * 
damage by thy life. 


ed, and the Way Wy truth to be evil ſpoken of. 


8 AnoTHER mean to he uſed for tranſmit - 


Through breaking the law thou 
diſhonoure/l God, and makeſt his name to be blaſphen« 


ting the knowledge of ſacred things from age to 


age is prayer to God for his effectual agency in 
promoting this great object. 


The cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs is the 
_ cauſe 


* Mat. ir 16. | 
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cauſe of God as well as of humanity, and for his 
But this he will 
do only in his appointed manner z—in anſwer 
to the prayers of his people as well as by means 
. of their labours. I will yet for this be enquired of by the 
houſe of Iſrael (ſaith he) 10 do it for them ; Twill increaſe 
them with men like a flock ; and they ſha!l know that I an 
the Lord“. The apoſtles were taught to accompany 
their exertions among men, with their daily pray- 
ers to God, for the progreſs of Meſſiah's s kingdom. 
The ſame method muſt fill be purſued by us, if 
we would promote his cauſe. 


own glory he will proſper it. 


For him, ſays the 
| ſcripture, (for the advancement of his intereſts 
and glory) prayer ſhall be made continually. 

In our prayers to God for the tranſmiſſion and 
diffuſion of cvangelical truth, the moſt pertinent 


os petitions which can be preferred, and the moſt co- 
gent arguments which can be employed to enforce 
them, are ſupplied by his own promiſes, in which 


he moſt ſolemnly engages to preſerve and extend 
the knowledge of it among men. Recollect how he 
ſpake in viſion to his Holy One; I will make thy 
name to be remenibered in all generations, and the peo- 
ple ſhall praiſe thee far ever and ever. My Spirit and 
my ord- Wal not pert e thy ſeed, nor From thy 

foes 


* Ezck, xxxvi. 3), 30. 
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ſerd's feed. And wiſdom and knowlege ſhall be the 
/lability of thy times *. Hear his promiſe to the 
church, In righteouſneſs ſhalt thou be e/!abliſhed : and 
all thy children ſhall be taught of the Lord 4. Thoſe, 
eſpecially, into whoſe minds you wiſh to inſtil his 
truths, the young and the ignorant, have the 
promiſe of divine inſtruction. Whom ſhall he teach 
knowledge ? faith the prophet, and whom ſhall he 
make ts underſtand deetrire « £ Them that are WEean- 
£d from ihe milk, and drawn Jrom the breaſts. _ 
Ard in that day the deaf ſhall hear the word; of the 
book, and the eyes of the blind ſhall fee out * oſeuri- : 
ty, and out of darkneſs I. 7 
Such are the promiſes which encourage us to 
frequent the throne of God with our earneſt ſup- 
plications for the propagation of ſacred knowledge 
among the riſing race, and which ought toinſpire 
our petitions, our arguments, and our hopes. 
And, brethren, if the fervent prayer of one righ- 5 
teous man is of much avail with God, if Chriſt 
has ſaid, When two of you ſhall agree upon earth as 
touching any thing that ye ſball aſk, it ſhall be done 


for them of my father &, what might not be ex- 


pected from the influence of multitudes of the 
ws „ 


as Pla. xlv. 17. Iſa, lix 21. xxxiii 6. . lin. liv. 14, EP 


t Ifa. xxviii, 9. Xxix. 18. Mat. xvili, 19. 
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. fons and daughters of Zion, all ſtriving by con- 


cert at once, apart or ſocially, at their Heavenly 
Father's throne, with unanimous, cordial and in- 


ceſſant importunities, for an object ſo glorious, 
and ſo intereſting to heaven and earth, as the per- 
petuation and prevalence of the truths and inte- 
reſts of the Redeemer? | 

. As a mean ſubſervient to the tranſmiſſion of e- 


vangelical knowledge, prayer unites high and ſingu- 


lar excellencies. Of all means it is the moſt effica- 


cious; for it engages the aid of Omnipotence: 


and it is that which may be the moſt eaſily, and 
the moſt generally employed; for it may be uſed | 
by perſons of every age and ſex and condition, 1 in 


every place, and at every time. 


Te, therefore, that male mention of the Lord, 


| beep not ſilence, jill be eſiabliſh, and till he make Je- 
ruſalem a praiſe in the carth. For Zion's fake do noi 


hold your peace, and for Jeruſalem's ſake do not reſt, 


until the righteouſneſs thereof go forth as brightneſs, and 
the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.—* Have 


ce reſpect unto the covenant, O Grd ariſe, and plead J 


& thire own cauſe : Gird thy ſword upon thy thigh, 0 
And 
8 in thy majeſty ride profperouſly becauſe of truth and 
« meckneſs and righteouſneſs f. 


- ** -miof? Mighty, with thy glory and thy majeſty. 


Ila. Ixil. 6, 7, 1. Pal. Ixxiv. 22. XIv. 3, 4. 


Finally, 1 


or to wander; 


wo ; * * „ 
TY 2 


vs 
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Finally, The knowledge of divine things is to 
be tranſmitted to the ſucceeding race by the direct 
and formal communication of inſtruction to them, 
There are various methods by which the commu— 
nication may be made. But there is none more eſſec- 
tual than catechizing, which deſervediy holds a 
very diſtinguiſhed place among the exerciſes in 
your ſeminaries. It is recommended by its brevity, 
deliberateneſs, and perſpicuity. We come inſtantly 
to the ſubject to be conſidered : it is reſolved into 
diſtinct parts, and each of theſe is propounded {e- 
parately, and in the ſhorteſt and ſimpleſt form. 
In the moſt cuſtomary method of inſtruction in pu- 


blic{ which has nevertheleſs its own advantages ind ” 


proper objects) the ſpeaker advances without the 
certainty that he is followed by his audience but . 
in this, the deſiciencies of each diſciple are ſoon 
manifeſt, and the teacher knows to what preciſe 


point he muſt direct bis explanations. In that, 


the mind is more paſſive, and in thoſe who need 


inſtruction the moſt it is moſt apt to become torpid, 
but in this, the direct query, and 
the neceſſity of reply, compel attention and recol- 
lection. The learners feel a lively intereſt in the 
progrels of the exerciſe, becauſe each is particu- 
larly addreſſed, and brought forward into action. 


The recurrent pauſes, the alternate interrogation 


and 
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and anſwer, the demurs and ſolutions, the quick 
tranſition from topic to topic, and from pupil to 
pupil, are circumſtances which attract, relieve, 
and rouſe the youthful mind. The variety ren. 
ders the exerciſe pleaſing and impreſſive, and 
therefore profitable. No method can be more 
calculated to diſcourage negligence, which it ſo 
| ſoon detects, or to inſpire ardour of application, 
which! it ſo ſoon diſcovers by its fruits. 


TRE communication of religious inſtruction. 


belongs to perſons of Various deſcriptions. Mini- 


ſters of the Goſpel are the moſt conſpicuous, but 


not the only labourers in God's vineyard. The 
head of every family has his own more limited 


plot for culture. His ſituation requires him to 


_ exert his authority and influence for the ſpiritual 


as well as for the temporal benefit of his domeſtics. 


His children demand his chief care, and he muſt 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 


Lord. Preſiding in his family as its ruler, he 


muſt alſo preſide as its prieſt directing the wor- 
ſhip of God, and as its prophet diſpenſing facred 
knowledge. 


And would lo Cod that not only. the heads AY 


families, 
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families, but all the Lord's people were prophets *, 
poſſeſſing and diſſuſing the knowledge of evange- 
lical truth! What we ſaid of the ancient II. 
raelites will fully apply to Chriſtians, Every one 
who has had the advantage of early inſtruction, 
and has attained mature age, every one eſpecially 
who is admitted to the bigheſt privileges of the 
church, ought to be qualified, and ought. to ac- 
count it his honour, as it is his duty, to be an in- 
ſtructor of the ignorant and a teacher of babes. Such 
was evidently the judgement of the inſpired writer 
of the epiſtle to the Hebrews; whoſe general un- 


it proficiency in knowledge and conſequent 1 INCapa- 
e city to impart it, drew upon them that ſevere re- 
d proof whereunto Je do well that ye take heed : = 
0 Mhen for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need 
a] that one teach you again, which be the yy principles 
IS of the oracles of WF EY 
e Bar TRAIN, of the plan which you have adopted, 
e and are proſecuting for the inſtruction of the riſ- 
r- ing generation, this is one conſpicuous excellence, 
d that it affords opportunity for every perſon, and 

tor every talent, to come forward into regular and 

elbe 5 
©; „„ 
Numb. xi. 9. + Heb. v. 12. 
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effectual operation, and combines all for propagat. 


ing around you the light of heavenly truth. 


Lr none among you, then, ſtand aloof from 
this laudable undertaking. Here there is ſcope 
for the exertions of all. And there are few by 
whom ſome ſubſtantial good may not be done, 
Ariſe, O TOY whoſoever thou art, and per- 


form thy part.— 
with wiſdom among us? Let him come forward, 
and aſſiſt by his counſel in ſuggeſting and maturing 


plans, and by his prudence in ſuperintending the | 


execution of them.-— 


knowledge and utterance? Let him not diſdain 


the honourable occupation of directing the minds 
of young immortals to the wonders of God's law, 


and of teaching them to ſing hoſannas to the Re- 
deemer. 


. and where is the man with the 


few mites? Let each contribute according io that 


dvohich be hath : let him lend to the Lord, wh1 will 


repay, and who eſtimates every donation by the 


liberality of the heart. Where is the man of 


eminence and high reſpectability among us? the 


honourable magiſtrate who preſides among his 
brethren, and watches over the public good ? the 


uſeful citizen, his country! 5 Ornament and ſtrength 


and | 


-Where is the man endowed 


-Where is the man of 


Where i is the man in opulent or eaſy | 


—w 


hl ww O 
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and benefactor, who employs and rewards the in- 
duſtry of numbers around him ? Let them come 
forward, and at leaſt lend their great influence to 
encourageattendanceon theſe benelicial inſtitutions. 
—And where is the man of prayer? He is not the 
feebleſt of our auxiliaries, nor the leaſt honourable. 
He is the man who has influence with God. 
Let us have his intereſt at the throne of the hea- 


vens for that ble ing from the Eiernal, without 


which our undertaking cannot be proſperouſy 
conducted, 


Tuus let the energies of every one be exerted 


to promote the grand object of your aſſociation. 
Let each be active, one after this manner, and ano- 
ther after that, as every man hath his proper gift from 
Gd; and let all be helpers of one another, and 
ſtrive together, that the generation to come may know = 
the teſtimony and law, which God has eſtabliſhed 


in our land. 


To encourage your perſeverance in this great 


and good undertaking was the 


III. And Laſt thing propoſed to be done in this 
diſcourſe. ” 
But here, brethren, your. own animated zeal 


and chearful exertions preclude my expoſtulations 


and 
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and perſuaſions. I ſhall, however, briefly mention 
ſeveral conſiderations which may prompt you to 
go on as you have begun, and to abound more and 


More. 


1. Tnex; Lift up the eyes of your minds to 


the heavens, and conſider 7. be 8 2 and 9 One 


2000 inhabiteth eternity j— 7 


What can I urge of N import, or of 


more irreſiſtible force to perſuade the proſecution 


of theſe your efforts, than that they are directly 3 
and eminently ſubſervient to his glory; to pro- 


mote which is the chief end and the chief honour 


of man. By their inſtructive exhibition of the 
: veſtiges of his perfections, all his works | in all his 2 


dominions praiſe him: you contribute to exalt 
and enrapture the univerſal ſong; you aid the 


voice of nature by the powers of reaſon, and 
the powers of reaſon by the light and fervours 


of religion, when you teach babes and /achlings to 
adore and obey him. Nh Tg 

__ Conſider his authority requiring ſuch e exer- 
tions. Is not his command as obligatory on 


Chriſtians as it was on the fathers of Iſrael? on 


you as it was on Aſaph, when, in obedience to it, 
he opened his mouth in a parable, and uttered dark 


on of old ? 


Conſider . 
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Conſider God's diſtinguiſhing goodneſs to 
you in e/tabliſhing among you his feſtimony and 
law ; and let every generous principle within you 
be rouſed to activity. Recollect and repeat the 
kr acknowledgements of the ancient church : 
He ſhoweth his word unto Jacob, his Statutes and 
| his judgements unto Iſrael : Praiſe ye the Lord. God 
i the Lord who hath ſhewed us light: bind the ſacri- 

ce with cords, even unto the horns of the altar. 
And what is the moſt acceptable ſacrifice of 
thankſgiving which thou canſt preſent, O man, 
to that high. Benefactor to whom thy goodneſs ex- 
tendeth not? It is to imitate him in his diffuſive 
beneficence, which is operative from age to age. 


It is to advance thoſe grand deſigus which he i is ever 
_ proſecuting as the author of ſalvation. It f is to be- 
| come the miniſter of his grace by propagating the 
ſacred light and the joyful ſound of the goſpel. 
Prom God thou haſt received thy own kind 
ö and proportion of gifts. Duty and gratitude | 
require thee to apply them to the purpoſes for 
which they were beſtowed. Can they be better 


| employed than in the ſervice of him who gave 
them? What can be more reaſonable in itſelf, 
what more honourable to thee, or more pleaſing 


FE, N e 


Pſal. cxlvii, 19, 20. cxviii. 27. 
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to thy God, than that thou do good to men a- 


cording t0 the meaſure of the gift which thou haſt 


received from him as the God of nature, of pro- 
vidence, and of grace? = 


2. Consiptr thy own Character as a Chrif- 


Calling thyſelf by that ſacred name, 6k 


thou be indifferent to the honour of Chriſt, and 
the intereſts of Chriſtianity ? * thou art. thou 


claimeſt a character not thine own. Ile that is not 


with me, ſays Chriſt, is againſt me: and he that ga- 


 thereth not with me ſcaitereth abroad *, If thou art 


not indifferent, canſt thou expect a better occaſion 
for ſhewing thy love and thy zeal than what theſe 


inſtitutions now preſent ; f 


Call to mind thy promiſes and thy vows, to 


appear and act for Chriſt, and to do what in thee 
Hes to perpetuate the remembrance of him among 
men. Now thou art brought to the teſt. Now 
falſify or fulſil thine engagements. Now prove 
thy fidelity or thy perfidy. 

+: Ol to mind thy daily prayers that the Re 


deemer's name may endure for ever, and that 
race unto race may praiſe him. By what means 


* Matth. Kli. 30. 


„ „ 


doſt 


Ms: 


5 operty 3 „ hat the Church's patrimony, 
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Joſt thou expect thoſe prayers to be fulfilled ? By 


human agency, no doubt. And doſt thou intend 


to take no part of the honour and the burden of 
the work to thyſelf, but to reſign the whole to 


others, and idiy to look on? Ah! if thoſe deſires 


which dictate thy prayers for the advancement of 


religion, cannot rouſe thyſelf into activity in its 


ſervice, be aſlured they never will reach the throne 


of the heavens, and may be {pared without detri- 


ment to the cauſe of Chriſtianity. 


But if the amiable and benign ſpirit of that reli- 
gion has indeed been imbibed by thee, it will ani mate 
thee with good. will toward men; it will prompt 
thee to with for others what thou wiſheſt moſt 


for thyſelf, and to impart to them the beſt that : 
thou pollelleſt,—the excellent knowledge of Chriſt. 


a, Consiber the Nature of the external i. 


vileges of the Church. They are all a a and 
muſt be retained, aſed and transferred, according 
to the Donor's will. They are nut your abſolute 


the 


inheritance e of the £97 ngrogation of Jaco, entailed up- 


on it from gencration to generation. Of all thoſe 
privileges, the children according to the ſpirit of 


the text) are contt ituted heirs with the fathers, 5 
and the tathers depolitarics for the children. Bre- 


aa 
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thren, they are now yours in unreſtricted poſlef. 


ſion ; but the entire reverſion belongs to poſteri- 


ty. He who gave thoſe privileges to you, gives 
to your children a claim on you for the convey- 


ance to them of the whole of the hereditary benefit. 
You have then great advantages for yourſelves, 


and if you be wiſe you may be Happy ; but you 
have alſo a great charge for others, which demands 
| faithfulneſs, and infers reſponfibility. Of the whole 
of the patrimony of the church you are uſufruc- 


tuaries, and you are no more. | You have a right 
to avail yourſelves to the full of all your privileges; 


and it is your duty, as it is your intereſt, to do ſo. 
But you muſt not loſe them; you mult not adul- 
terate them; you muſt not impair them: nor 
fuffer them to be impaired, adulterated, or r loſt : 
but muſt tranſmit them undeteriorated to your.” 


fucceſlors “. A 


4. To animate your exertions, conſider the 


benefit which they are calculated to produce to 
the children who are the objects of your care. 


In your ſeminaries they receive the moſt im- 


portant inſtructions. That the Tow be withcut RNOWs 
8 ledge, 


Deut. xXxxiil. 4, 1 Tim. i. 11. vi. 20. 2 Tim. i. 1.4. 


ji. 2. Jude 3. 
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edge, ſays Solomon, is not good. In a ſtate of groſs 


' ignorance, it is benumbed and depreſſed; its no- 


bleſt energies ſlumber ; it riſes not to the higheſt 


exertions, purſuits, and enjoyments to which it is 


deflined by its make. Every kind of liberal and 


_ uſeful knowledge, i it is true, exalts the foul. There 


are, however, many ſciences and arts of which 


men may be ignorant without much inconveni- 
ence. But ignorance of thoſe things which inte- 


reſt them as moral and immortal beings i 18 preg- | 


nant with the mort ruinous miſchiefs. Through 
this ignorance they are alienated from the life of God, 


and deſtroyed for ever. You labour to prevent 
the direful effects by removing the cauſe. Making 


known to the children the law and teſtimony, you ac- 


quaint them with that which converteth the ſoul, and 


giveth to the young man knowledge and diſcretion, | 


and zcacheth him to cleanſe his wo). and grideth his 


feet into the paths of peace. 


| Often, indeed, the illumination of the mind in 
ſacred things is unaccompanied with the ſanctiſica- 


tion of the heart and lite. A courſe of religious 
_ Inſtruction, however, can ſcarcely fail, of ſome 
good effects. It prevents, at leaſt, thoſe e. 


rors and miſeries which originate in mere igno- 


rance. It produces, for the moſt part, a ſenſe of 
of propriety which has no ſmall influence on decen- 
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cy of conduct. Salutary impreſſions upon the con- 
ſcience it always makes by furniſhing that inward 


monitor with materials for direction and reproof, 
and familiarizing it with thoſe motives which 


mult ever operate, in ſome degree, as reſtraints 


from vice, and incentives to virtue. 


Muſt obvioully, your inſtr uctions will dipole | 


the children to attend the houſe of God with re- 
gularity, and with reverence ; and will prepare 


them for profiting by the labours of miniſters in 
their public diſcourſes, which can be but ill un 
derſtood by thoſe who are unacquainted with the 
firit principles of the oracles of God, and with the 


terms in which the doctrines and dutics of religi - 
on are expr eſſed. 


| Your friendly infiructions may eventually 
promote even the temporal advantage of your pu- 
pits. While they are learning, under your tui- 
tion, the rudiments of religious knowledge, uſe⸗ 


ful habits of attention, of reflection, of enquiry, 
and of diligence may be produced, and their 


minds may acquire an elevation and enlargement, 


a taſte and direction, which they would not other- 
wiſe poſſeſs, and which may prove highly benelici- 
al to them through the whole of life, by determin- 


ing them to the honourable purſuit of laudable ob- 
jects. Perhaps, the high proſperity of Solomon 


may 


© 


| 
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may be traced to the indelible impreſſions, and 
powerful influence of early inſtruction. His pa- 
rents, as he himſelf records, had ſeduloufly incul— 


cated upon him the preference and purſuit of wil. 
dom, as the principal thine; and when all that 


18 highly eſteemed among men was in his 
offer, wiſdom was his choice, and in her hand ſhe 
brought him riches and honour... 

It is to be preſud ed, that in | prolieming your 


| pious endeavours, you mall be inſtrumegtal in pro- 
maoting the eternal good of many of thoſe concern- 


ing whom it is ſaid, Of juch ; is the king 1m , heaven, 


While you are ſhewing to them the divine law 


and teſtimony, God himſelf may open their under- 


ſanding and their hearts, and with the word 


heavenly wiſdom may enter in, and the grace co 
brinzeth ſalvation. And, hnow, lays the ſcripture, 


that he who convertcth a ſinner from the error of his 


way {hail ſave a foul from acath, and jail. hide @ m 1. 
litude of fins *. O glorious argument to ſtjnuate, 


activity, and ſupport perſeverance in Jhecomg 0 

men the cu of fai vation ! 
Perhaps, the deſired effects of your exertions 

may not immediately or not ſoon appear. Vet, 


be not eee Alter 28 4 dorinant in the 


ſoul 


* James v. 20. 


; 
| 
f 
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ſoul through a tedious length of wintry gloom 
| and torpor there, the good feed which you have 
ſown may at length revive, and ſpring up, and 
proſper into a copious harveſt of the fruits of 


righteouſneſs. Be patient, therefore, brethren. Be. 


hold, the huſbandman waieth for the precious fruit of 
the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he re- 
ceive the early and latter rain. e 


Upon the whole, moſt reaſonably may you 


hope that the pupils of your ſeminaries ſhall derive 
| ſubſtantial benefit from your exertions. In reſpect 
of ſome individuals, it is poſſible, though ſcarcely 
ſuppoſable, that your benevolent- purpoſes may be 


wholly defeated. | 
that, to a very great proportion of them, real ad- 


vantages, differing however in kind and degree, 
will redound. Where little poſſitive good enſues, 


much evil may be prevented. Where the higheſt 


effects are not prod uced, thoſe of a ſubordinate 


kind may take place. And, where no beneficial 
conſequences are preſently diſcernible, they may 


5 1 in future 2 


355 PERSEVERE | in your labours, for they con· 


: tribute to the good of Civil Society. 


You cheriſh all the ſocial virtues in the hearts 
of the young: You teach them to cultivate the 


principle 


But it is not to be doubted 
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principle of ſincerity (the firſt of ſocial virtues, 
and the baſis of all the reſt), to ſpeak truth, to 


fulfil promiſes, to venerate an oath; to honour | 
| their parents, to love their aſſociates, to reverence 
good men, to riſe up before the hoary head ; to be 
ſober and regular; to be indu ſtrious in their cal- 


lings, and honourable in their tranſactions; to be 


compaſſionate to the afflicted, and generous to the 


poor; to ſpeak evil of no man; to forgive i injuries, 


and to remember them only to repay them with 
acts of beneficence; to be good neighbours, faith- 
ful friends and partners, kind relatives, juſt ſer- 
vants, maſters, or governours ; to be ſubject, for 
conſcience ſake, to principalities and powers, to obey ma- 
giſtrates, to honour the king ; to meddle none with them 
that are given to change ; ; and to ſeek the peace of that 
city, or land, in which they dwell, and to oy. unto 


the Lord for it. 
Convinced that religion is the beſt preſerva- 


tive of public order and tranguillity, wiſe legiſla- 
tors and governours, in every age and place, have 


endeavourcd to cheriſh a ſenſe of it upon the minds 
of men. The worſt imaginable religion, embrac- 


ing neceſſarily the great commanding principle 


that man is the ſubject of God's moral govern- 
ment, is, in itſelf and 1 in its conſequences, infinite- 
ly better than none. And if, from the influence 
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of what was good even in falſe religions, very ſa⸗- 
lutary effects have reſulted to ſociety, what advan- 
tages might it not derive from the full operation 
of the true, which inſpires far more juſt and 
impreſſive convictions of the majeſty and rectitude 
of God, and of man's reſponſibility to him; 
which powerfully tends to purify the principles, 
and to humanize the diſpoſitians, of the heart ; and 
which, in the name of the Parent of the univerſe, 
addreſſes all the families of the earth as brethren, 
and inculcates love and peace? 


For the love, then, which you bear to the beſt 


Intereſts of your country, and as a proof that you 


conſult them with a patriotiſm truly enlightened, 
continue to ſupport inſtitutions of which the 


grand object is to promote that righteouſneſs 


which exalteth a nation ; to fill the future walks 
of life with men who ſhall be ornaments to 


their ſtations, and bleſſings to the commu— 
nity; and to counterwork and proſcribe igno- 


rance and irreligion, which are the worſt trai- 


tors in every ſtate, the beſt partizans of every craf- 
ty demagogue, and the moſt fruitful authors of 
public confuſions, crimes and woes. You are the 
friends and miniſters of a reformation, in its pro- 
greſs noĩſeleſs and harmleſs, in its means holy, J 

and good, and 1 in its nature incluſive of whatever 
| | ſubſerves 
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ſubſerves the utmoſt practicable improvement of 
of the moral and political world. 


Ow Bins — 
000000. OPTI EN Ne 9 — 


5 

1 6. PERSEVERE; for your ſeminaries are con- 

> ducive to the good of the Church. 

4 Aſſociating perſons of different religious per- 

A | ſuaſions in the ſame generous deſigns and exer- 

d tions, they produce Chriſtian intercourſe, baniſh 

, prejudices, promote brotherly love, excite godly 

1, emulation. | 
Ot old, when God's iran began to take plea- | 

ſt Ffurcinthe ſtones, and inthe duſt of Zim,—(when buil- 

u ders appeared among her deſolations) the obſer- 

1, WW vant Plalmikt, anticipating the ſpeedy arrival of an 

be auſpicious period, joyfully exclaimed, The time to fa. 

oe.” wvour her is ceme * / So now; ſuch combinations of 

E Chriſtians in the cauſe of Chriſtianity, augur well 

bt. for the church, and accelerate that profperity 

U- which they announce. It is but little indeed that | 

0 any individual can do for the general intereſts of | 

al- religion: but when all are in exertion, the retult | 

af- may be glorious. When the tabernacle was to be ö 

of reared in the wilderneſs, every heart throughout | 

he the tribes of Iſrael was open, and every hand was 

o. active; materials poured from every quarter into . | 

uſt e 8 b | 

ver | | 


* Pal. ci. 13, 14. 
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the ſacred treaſury, and were as faſt prepared; 
the work rapidly advanced; and ſoon, amidſt the 
wide encampment of the great congregation, the 
tent of Jehovah aroſe and ſhone Ie a high palace. 


After the return from Babylon, when Jeruſalem 


was to be reſtored, every man did fomething to- 
wards its re: eſtabliſiment; he repaired over againſt 
his own houſe, or wherever his ſervices could be 


beſt applied; and, with ſucceſsful expedition, e 


wall of Jeruſalem was built even in troublous times. 


Nothing ſeems better calculated to prepare the 


way for a more general harmony of ſentiment a- 
mong Chriſtians, and for their more extenſive u- 
nion upon ſcriptural principles, than aſſociations, 


like yours, for promoting the honour of our com- 
mon Lord, the knowledge of our common faith, 
and the beſt intereſts of the riſing generation; al- I 
ſociations which diſpoſe Chriſtians to receive, with- 
out jealouſy, mutual conviction and improvement; 
aſſociations in which the law and te/limony of God 


is perpetually held up to the ſucceeding race, as 


the only infallible ſource of information and 


ſtandard of appeal, in matters of religion. 


Ap who can tell how far the bliſsful effects of 
your exertions may be felt? Perhaps, while you are 


contributing to the beneſit of the church at home, 
5 e ee, 


— . | 
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and preparing for ſome great day of God. 
ny is come in like a flood: But the Spirit of the Lord 
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you are alſo kindling up a light which ſhall 
ſoon enlighten the Gentiles, and preparing meſ- 
ſengers to bear the glad tidings of ſalvation to the 


ends of the earth! 


7. To incite perſeverance in your laudable un- 
dertaking, conſider the Character and Aſpect of the 
Times in which we live. Never were times more 


eventful and critical, never were appearances more 


ſingular and intereſting, in the e or in the 
religious world. 
You behold, on the one hand, infidelity, with 


dreadful irruption, extending its ravages far and | 


wide: and, on the other, an amazing acceſſion 
of zeal and of activity to the cauſe of Chriſti. 
anity. Error in all its forms is aſſiduouſly and 


ſucceſsfully propagated z but the progreſs of e- 


The number of 
the apparently neutral party daily diminiſhes ; 
and men are now either becoming worſhippers of 

The God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chri/t, or re- 

ceding faſt through the miſts of ſcepticiſm into 
the dreary regions of ſpeculative and practical 
atheiſm. It ſeems as if Chriſtianity and Infide. 
lity were muſtering each the 5% of the battle, 
The ené- 


vangelical truth is alſo great. 
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hath lifted up a ſtandard again/t kim. Who, then, 
is on the Lord's fide? Who: Let him come farth 
to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord againſi 
the mighty. 
Again ; as the preſent are times of tremendous 
calamity to the nations around us, they are to 
ourſelves times of great difficulty, and, perhaps, of 
: great imminent danger, which nothing but our 
return to God by righteouſneſs can avert. What 
if we were to aſſirm that by exerting yourſelves 
in the cauſe [of religion and virtue with unabat- 
ing and increaſing ardour, you do more for the 


lengthening out of our tranquillity, and the eſta- 


bliſhment and advancement of our proſperity, 
than you could do with your ſword, or ae 


ſpear, or all the weapons of war ? If thoſe means 


i of defence are good and neceſſary, as undoubted- 
ly they now are, Iam ſure that the protection of | 
God is far better, and that without this they can a- 


vail us nothing. Now, righteouſneſs exalteth a nation 


to an honourable alliance with Heaven, and ſhel- 


tereth it behind the ſhield of Omnipotence. What- 


ever, therefore, promotes righteouſneſs, muſt be 
regarded by every man who believes a Providence, 


as a part of the national defence. And, were in- 


ſtitutions and exertions like yours more general 
throughout our land, our r hopes for the public 
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ſafety might proportionally riſe, and our fears 
ſubſide. To convince you that I do not enthuſi- 
aſtically over-rate the conſequence of ſuch pious 
endeavours to communicate inſtruction in righteouſ- : 
neſs, read with me in The Second Book of Chroni- 
cles, the ſeventeenth Chapter, from the ſeventh 
verſe, how the wiſdom of God connects the ſafe- 
ty of Judah with ſimilar exertions in the days of 
good Jehoſhaphat a In the third year of his reign 
he ſent of his princes, to teach in the cities of Judah. 
And with them he ſent Levites, and priefis. And they 
taught in Judah, and had the bool of the law of the 
Lord with them, and went about through all the cities of 
Judah, and taught the people. And the fear of the 

Lord fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands that were 
round about Judah, fo thai they made no war again 


Jebeſbapbat. 


8. In thus diſſeminating religious knowledge 


among the young and ignorant, you are following 5 


the moſt Illuſtrious Examples which can be pro- 
poſed for imitation. 
May I not ſay chat Jenovan himſelf was a 
Teacher of babes, when from the top of Sinai he 
proclaimed the memorable words of the fifth com- 


mandment ;— Honour thy father and thy mother : that 


thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy 


God 5 
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God giveth tbee? -M hom did he then feach 
knowledge ? and whom did he make to underſtand 
doctrine? them that were weaned from the milk, and 
drawn from the breaſts. 

Was not the Divine Redeemer, while he ſo— 
journed on earth, an inſtructor of children? Did he 
not pronounce them the ſubjects of his kingdom: 
Did he not invite their approach ; and take them 
up in his arms, and bleſs them ? 

And, if you demand great examples from a- 
mong men ſubject to like paſſions as we are, be- 


hold ee, and the moſt honourable of his 


| ſons ! 1 


1 HW father of the faithful bad this tanie 
from God (and obſerve that it was the ſum of the 


divine encomium), I know him, that he will com- 
mand his children and his houſehold after him, and they 
will "ee the way UA the Lord, to do e and 
juſtice k. 

Mighty kings who ſprung of him 19565540 in 


publiſhing the law and teſtimony to their youthful 


ſubjects. Come, ye children, ſaid the founder of 


that renowned race who ſwayed the ſceptre in 
Zion, come, ye children, hearken unto me : T will teach 


you the fear of the Lord f. Such was David's grow- 
53 


Gen. xviii. 19. + Pal, xxxiv. 11. 
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ing conviction of the importance of this ſervice, 
that, toward the end of his days, he deſired to 
live chiefly for the fake of performing it. In this 
he wiſhed to employ all the accumulated ex- 
perience of a long illuſtrious life, and to expend 
the lateſt vigour of his declining age: -O Ga, 
thou haſt taught me from my youth : ard hitherto have 
I declared thy wondr: us works. Now alſo when I am 
old and gray headed, O Ged, forſake me not: until I 
have ſhewed thy ſtrength to this generation, and thy 
power to every one that is to come . His immediate 
ſucceſſor, the wiſeſt and moſt plendid of monarchs, 
while he was in the prime of his life and in the 
full glory of his reign, /ought out, and ſet in or- 
der many Proverbs, to give to the young man knowledge 
and diſcretion : and, when he was about to quit 
the ſtage of public uſefulneſs, he concluded the 
laſt of his labours as a Preacher, with ſerious and 
ſalutary exhortations to thoſe who were in the days : 
of their youth f. | 
If you look into the New Teſtament, you will 
find the apoſtle of the Gentiles acting as a precep- 
tor of little chi dren, and addreſſing them with 
precept upon precept .. . e ” 
„„ . In 


* Pſal. Axxi. 17, 18. + Eccl. xi. o. Xii. 1, Ke. 
| + Eph. vi. 1—z. Col. ili. 20. 
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In the primitive ages of Chriſtianity, as is af- 
certained by the moſt authentic documents, great 


attention was paid to the religious inſtruction of 


the young and the ignorant. They formed a diſ- 
tinct order in the church: and were known by 
the name of Catechumens, or pupils who were 
trained by catechetical diſcipline. Into this order, 


the children of Chriſtians were early initiated. 
They were diſtributed into claſſes, according to 
their proſiciency. And Catechiſts were appointed 


to aſſiſt their progreſs through the ſeveral grada- 


tions of their novitiate till they roſe into complete 


fellowſhip with the church, It is time that fo 
uſeful an inſtitution were revived among us, or 
its advantages produced by ſubſtitutes like tho 
which you have provided. 


In every age, indeed, 2 real for tranſmitting 


the knowledge of divine things has, in ſome de- 
gree, exiſted and operated among the ſincere fol- 


lowers of Chriſt. But for this, his name muſt 


have perithed from the earth, and your privileges 


would not now be what they are. Your anceſ- 
tors conveyed them to you at the hazard of their 
lives, and the expence of their blood. For you 
is reſerved the eaſier taſk of making them known 


to your ſucceſſors by your practice, and your in- 
ſtructions. 
miſſion 


le who feels no intereſt in the tranſ- 


2 
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miſſion, may extol the heroiſm of thoſe who, in 
almoſt every period of Chriſtianity, have been 
ain for the wword of God, and for the teſtimony which. 
they held ; but is himſelf a man of another ſpirit. 


He is not likely to endure much for righteouſneſs? 


take who will not even open his mouth ſo utter the 


ancient myſteries, nor lend his aid that the genera- 


tion 1% come may know them. 
Animated by examples ſo numerous ind ſo 

great, let us adopt the reſolution which Aſaph 

formed for himſelf, and recommended to his con- 


temporaries: Nhat we have heard and known, and 
our fathers have told us; wwe will not hide from their 


0 children. 


9. To encourage your perſeverance in this 
great and good work, recolled the Promiſes which 
aflure the church that ellorts Ee JON] ſhall be 


made, and {hall be ſucceſsful. 


In the (cripture, we are catght to indulge the. 
hope that from age to age many Aſaphs ſhall 
ariſe to emulate their worthieſt progenitors 
in tranſmitting to poſterity the knowledge of 
the things of God. One generation fhall praiſe 


thy works to another; and Jpall declare thy migh- 


ty act; and ſhall utter the memory of thy. great | 
goodneſs, and /i ng of thy e, and make 


known 
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known to the ſons of men the glorious majeſiy of thy 
kingdom. The fathers to the children ſhall make 
known thy truth. Liſtead of the fathers ſhall be the 
A feed ſhall ſerve him, and Hall come, and 


children, 


ſhall declare his righteouſneſs unto a peopie that Hall be 
born f. To the accompliſhment of thoſe great and 
* precious promiſes, your ſeminaries directly, eminent- | 


ly and obviouſly conduce. They bring together 
the preſent and the riſing generations under this 


preciſe conſideration of each, that the one are now 


the full poſleſlors, and the other the heirs appa- | 


rent, of the church's privileges; and for the ex- 


preſs purpoſe that the former may declare to the 


latter the teſtimony and law which God commanded 
the fathers to make known to the children. 


It is to be regretted that hitherto many pri- 


vate Chriſtians of eminent endowments have been 


leſs directly and ſtatedly inſtrumental in fulfilling 
tthoſe promiſes of good to the church, and leſs 
extenſively uſeful in tranſmitting ſacred know. 
ledge to their ſucceſſors, than they were ſitted to 
be. They were not called forth to the important 
and honourable work for which they were well 


| qualified. | There | were none, or there were but 


few, 


+ Pfal. cxlv. 4 „ 17. 


22, 30, 31. 


Iſa. XXXVvili. 19. Pſal. xIvili, 16, 


of the church, 
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few, to whom they could extend the benefit of 


their inſtructions. How zealous ſoever they 


might be to proclaim God's righteouſneſs and hi, 


power to every one to come; and to fay to the hopes 
Come, ye children, hearken unto 
“ me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord: 0 


* magnify the Lord with me, let us exalt his name 


«6 together he ts our God, and our fathers God, and 
we will praiſe him: 
repreſs the ſacred impeld by the dread of incur- 


-they were conſtrained to 


ring the reproach of oſtentatious ſingularity. Their 
talent for communicating knowledge to the young 
and the ignorant, lay dormant; and was loſt to 


the church. For this evil, however, your inſtitu- 
tions preſent an eaſy, adequate and unexceptionable 
remedy. _ Conſiſtently with the ſtricteſt order, the 
church may, by means of them, avail itſelf of the 
gifts of its wiſeſt members, and of the good of the 


moſt comfortable of the divine promiſes, for the 
- e benefit of the lambs of the flock. 


BaETHREN, in a period wherein many of the moſt 
illuſtrious of the divine predictions relating to the 


public ſtate of Chriſtianity are receiving a rapid and 


wide and wondrovs fulfilment, how cheering is it 
to remark that even your humble inſtitutions and | 
efforts are ſingularly calculated to verify one of 
e Mets 3 
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the moſt important claſſes of promiſes to the 


church, and that they plainly coincide with the 
moſt conſpicuous of the preſent high operations of 
providence, and ſubſerve the moſt benevolent of 
its defigns! 


All around us we now v behold 3 in the divine ad- 


miniſtrations many unuſual , Intereſting and {ublime 
appearances, movements, and tendencies ; in the 


moſt ominous and the moit auſpicious, in the 


5 moſt aſſlictive and the moſt felicitating of which 


the man of ſpiritual diſcernment eaſily recogniſes 
the counterpart of thoſe important prophecies 
which reſpect the introduction of the laſt and beſt 


and molt extended age of the church, and of the 


world. A vaſt and complicated work of God is 


evidently i in progreſs toward a grand, though poſſi- 


bly, a remote conſummation. The ſubordinate a- 


gents are many in number and widely ſpread; often 
and 
their characters, like their departments, a are great- | 


totally unconnected or avowedly hoſtile ; 


* diverſified. 


© By terrible things in righteouſneſs, the mighty |. 


fabric of ſuperſtition which has ſo long over- 
ſhadowed the nations and disfigured Chriſti- 
anity, is ſhattered Groogh its whole extent, and 


ſhaken to its foundations ; its pillats tremble; ; | 


"> totters to its fall: 


b 


and the ruinous convulſion ; 
has 


has 


the 
the 
s of 
t of 


2d. 
lime 
the 


the 


hich 


| of death. | 
| org from therends of the earth ;—they cry aloud from 
| the ſea ;—they ſhout from the top of the mountains, and 
declare his praiſe in the iſlands ; ;—and gladden the 
untutored people of the wood and wilderneſs with 
2 the ſounds of ſalvation. 
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has been effected by moſt profligate inſtruments, 
who knew not the work of the Lord, nor underſtood 
his counſel. FT 

While the denunciations againſt Antichriſt are 
thus awfully realized, the predictions which ſecure | 


poſitive good, and general proſperity, to the Re- 
deemer's kingdom, are alſo come in remembrance 


before God: and to fulfil theſe, he has rouled the 
Of this claſs | 
of gracious predictions, ſome ſecure to the church 
the enlargement of its boundaries, and others, the 
advancement of its internal illumination and pu- 


zeal of the generation of the rightcous. 


rity. 5 


For the accompliſhment of the former, men 


endowed by God with the ſpirit of holy and more 
1 than heroic enterpriſe, are now traverſing land and 


flood. They go forth in the name of Jenov AI 


80 plant Meſſiah's enſigns where Satan' s reign has 
| been undiſturbed for ages, and to convey the 


light of the truth far into the gloom of the ſhadow 
Already, they ſing unlo the Lord a new 


The Ppromiles reſpecting the internal ilumins⸗ 


tion 
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tion of the church are likewiſe now receiving « 
more remarkable fulfilment than in the days of 


our fathers. Multitudes of the fearers of God 


are on all hands eager and active to prepare the 


way for that glorious period of light and joy 


when the ſons and daughters of the church, from 
| the greateſt to the leaſt, ſhall underſtand and utter 
the dark ſayings of old, and ſhall ing together in the 

heights of Zion. Among this honourable pany; 
you have taken your ſtation, and your work,- 
intent to fulfil at once God's promiſes and his 


commands, by repleniſhing Lion with knowledge 


and with righteouſneſs. 


Encouraged by thoſe. divine promiſes of 


which you are the miniſters, as well as conſtrain- 


| ed by the divine command, go on in the good 
work which you have undertaken, conſidently 
| faying, Ged hath Spoken in his holineſs, wwe will re. 


Joice: the Lord is our helper we will not fear : the 
God of heaven will proſper us, therefore We his Jr 
will ari iſe and build *. ; 5 


10. SrILI. farther to animate your exertions, 
conſider the Good which will accrue from them 


to Vourſelves. 
Subjected 


Pfal, Ix. 6. Heb. xiii, 6. Neh. ii. 20. 


rej 
co1 
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Subjected to peculiar and not inconſiderable 
labours, the brethren on whom the care of in- 


ſtruction is immediately devolved have ſuperiour 
encouragements. You improve while you em- 
ploy your gifts. Diſpenſing knowledge to others, 
you augment your own store. Muſing and dif. 


courſing on God's law, its wonders will unfold _ 


and brighten to your view, and oft-times your 
hearts will burn within you. In the ſeminaries, 


your beſt diſpoſitions will be meliorated : for all 


around you, among your pupils and your aſſoci- 


15 ates, you will ſee none but lovers and friends. 5 
Vour conſtant exertions for the good of immortal 
ſouls, will perpetually recal your minds to your 
own eternal concerns: and while you are teaching 
the children the fear of the Lord, | on will be learn- 


ing it yourſelves. 
Of old, temporal benefits were promi to 


thoſe who diligently performed the duty in which ; 


you are engaged *. . Still rhe life that now is, and 


things preſent, are promiſed to the faithful people 
9 of God. And what can be more natural than to 


ſuppoſe that hereafter among your pupils ſome 


of you may find grateful benefactors, who will 
rejoice to repay your ſpiritual with their carnal. 


communications! 7 


Here, 1 cannot but remark that the employ- 
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ment of teaching in your ſeminaries may be high- 
ly profitable to thoſe young perſons who are con- 
ſecrating themſelves to the oflice of the miniſtry, 
and way prove an excellent preparative for their 
_ uſefulneſs in that more extenſive and public 
ſphere. Among the children they will feel the 
importance of inculcating the firſt principies of the 


oracles of God, and learn to feed with milk thoſe 

who cannot bear firong meat. Frequent exerciſe 

bol ſpeaking may produce habits of eaſy utterance ; 
and a perſpicuous manner of expreſſion may be 
| beſt acquired where there is a neceſſity for uſe ing 


great plainneſs of ſpeech. 


Brethren, in whatever form you lend your aid 


to theſe benevolent inſlitutions, if your zealous 


exertions are inſpired by Chriſtian principles, veri- : 
ly I fay unto you, you ſhall not loſe your reward. Is not 


a recompenſe promiſed even to him who ſhall give 


unto one of theſe little ones a cup of cold water only in 
| the name of a diſciple? In performing our duty we 
are not, it is true, to be mercenary yet it were 


at once undutiful, ungrateful and fooliſh, not to 
remember, or not to feel, thoſe motives by which 


divine liberality invites and invigorates our obe 
dience. 


While you are proſecuting your undertaking, 
you enjoy the bliſsful conſciouſneſs of well. doing. 


And 
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And your preſent exertions will abide reflection, 


and will pleaſe in the retroſpect. Will they not 
be more than recompenſed when you ſhall behold 
from time to time in the houſe of God numbers 
of worſhippers who, by your means were taught 
to underſtand his truths,” and to celebrate his 
_ praiſes? and when you ſhall behold in the world 
' ſober, induſtrious and worthy men whoſe charac- 


ters and habits you, as the inſtruments of divine 


grace, contributed to form? In future and per- 
haps not diſtant days, how will it delight you 
when the ble i ing of him that as ready to periſh 
cometh upon you ! And at laſt, when you are about 


to join the innumerable congregation of the dead, 


it will not repent you to have ſerved God thus in 


your generation, and to have ſown ſeeds of righ- 


_ teouſneſs which may be flouriſhing among men 


when you are forgotten in the grave. 


But you ſhall not be forgotten by God. For 
he has reſer ved beſide him, in the world to come, 
a great reward for thoſe who now honour him 
by promoting religion. They that be wiſe ſhall : 
ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament ; and they 
that turn many to righteouſneſs a as the fears for ever 


and ever *. 


Heaven 


* Dan, xii. 3. 
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Heaven grant that none of you may have rea- 


ſon to ſay in reſpect of your ſucceſs among the 


pupils of your ſeminaries :—We have laboured in 


vain ; we have ſpent our ſirength for nought, and in 


vain. But though that were true, you ſhall ſuſ- 
tain no loſs. The high reward of grace is annex- 
ed not to the ſucceſs, but to the intentions and 


and the exertions, of the workers of righteouſneſs. 
] have laboured in vain, ſaid the prophet, perſonat- 


ing and prefiguring one greater than himſelf, I 


have ſpent my ſtrength for nought, and in vain ; Iſrael 
i not gathered ; yet ſurely my judgment is with the 


Lord, and my reward with my God &. 


Exalt wiſdom, then, and ſhe ſhall promote thee : 
ſhe ſhall bring thee 70 honour. She a 5 + Fee 


| head an ornament of grace b a crown of glory ſhall ſhe 
deliver to ibee: f. j 


In THE LasT PLacr, Let me urge your ſtre. 
nuous perſeverance in ſupporting your religious 
ſeminaries from the conſideration of the Character 


© and Circumſtances of this the Place of our Reſi- 
15 dence. . 

-- Far knowledge, for religion, for the generous 
ſpirit of its inhabitants, as well as for the ingenious 


and 


* Ifa. xlix. 4, f. f Prov. iv. 8, 9. 
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and uſeful arts of life, its reputation is high. In 
every liberal exertion for the intereſts of religion, 


or of humanity, you have long been exemplary. 


Your miſſionary efforts deſerved and obtained ve- 


ry diſtinguiſhing applauſe. Thoſe who were beſt 


able to appreciate them pronounced, that upon a 
compariſon of circumſtances, they were not ex- 
ceeded in Britain. Of late you have had occaſion 


repeatedly, to manifeſt your zeal to relieve ſuf- 
fering humanity. Still you ſupported your cha- - 
racter: and what the fires had conſumed, one 5 


liberality promptly reſtored *, 


With your uſual ſpirit you | ite the Sab- 


bath Schools. With your ulual {pirit you have 


| hitherto encouraged them. You have begun well: 
FI —go on, in the name of the Lord; and proſper. 
8 Beſides 


” This refers to ſome very über! contributions 
which were lately made in Paiſley, for the benefit of 
2 multitude of perſons whole houſes and effects had 
been deſtroyed by fire. At one time zo families, and 2 
few weeks afterward, ſixty, ſaw their habitations ſuddenly 
ruined. The wiſe and humane ſcheme of combining the 
efforts of Chriſtians of all denominations for the relief 


of their ſuffering brethren by contributions at all the 


churches on the ſame days, was ſuggeſted, and, in the firſt 


of thoſe caſes, the execution of it was ſuperintended, by 


the gentlemen who were then 1 in the magier. 


FU e 
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Beſides the neceſſity, univerſal at preſent in theſe 
lands for ſuch inſtitutions, and ariſing from the 
ignorance of ſome, and the negligence of others, 
whoſe duty it is to communicate domeſtic in- 
ſtruction; in this vicinity, the unintermitted em- 
ployment of multitudes of children in mechanical 
labours on all working days, and the great influx 
from the more unenlightened parts of the country 
of families in which the parents are no leſs igno- 
rant, and more indocile, than the children, ren- 
der your ſchools for ſacred inſtruction, and your 
pious efforts to ſupport them, eminently expedient 
and beneficial. Go on, therefore, in the name of 

the Lord: and proſper. 
Already, the good effects of your exertions 
appear. Many young perſons are now more reli- 
giouſly occupied at home than they were before. 
It is ſaid that from your ſchools they have car- 
ried reformation into ſome of the families to 
which they belong. Our ſtreets are more tran— 
quil on the Lord's day. Numbers of thoſe who 
infeſted them are now to be ſeen liſtening and 
learning in your ſeminaries. There, FiruEEN 
HuNDRED CHILDREN, are enquiring after God, 
and waiting at the peſts of II iſdam's doors. Mul. 
titudes of theſe manifeſt no ſmall ardour to 


a, 7* ; 2 {4 
A MY 11 2 
=" 
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acquire religious knowledge, and to engage in de- 


votional exerciſes: and who would not wiſh to 
cheriſh ſuch happy and hopeful beginnings ? Go 
on, then, in name of the Lord; and proſper. 


80 on in the name of the Lord. The Work 
which employs you is moſt honourable, and moſt 


worthy of ſacred ardour. Your expence and ex- 
ertions are as nothing, when compared with the 
ends which are purſued, and the effects which 


may be produced. You are forming the minds 


and morals of thoſe on whom all the concerns 
of church and ſtate are ſoon to be devolved, 
and who are to be the poſſeſſors of the world, 


and the inſtructors of future generations of men, 
when you are {lumbering in the duſt. You are 


labouring to extend and perpetuate upon earth 


the innumerable and ineſtimable bleſſipgs of the 
And what ſhall I ſay more? | 
While you are bringing ſinners to the Saviour, 
while you are ſhowing to immortal beings the 


Goſpel of peace. — 


path of eternal life, are you not contributing to 


people the heavens, and to cauſe new joy among 
the angels, and to accent the ſongs of all the bleſled ; 


around the throne of God? 


TEACHERS | 
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TEACHFRS and SUPERINTENDENTS, ſuffer 
from me the word of exhortation. 

The command to teach, implies a command to 

learn. Be diligent then to make advances your- 

ſelves in the knowledge of the myſtery of Chriſt. In 

_ the dark ſayings of old, glorioully illuminated now 


by poſterior revelations, there is enough to em- 


ploy, and to repay, all your enquiries. Seek eſpe- 
cially that knowledge which is experimental and 


ſaving; the feeling of the lanctifying power: of 


the truth. 


Deliver © the children nothing but What! you 


have received from the Lord : for you are command- 


ed to make known to them, not the opinions or 
_ traditions of men, but the law and teſtimony of 


God. : | | 
Let me recommend to you condeſcenſion and 


mcekneſs 3 in diſcharging your truſt. Be gentle a- 


mong the little diſciples, even as a nurſe cheriſhath 
her children. 


You have need of prudence, of patience, of 
perſeverance: for inſtruction muſt be inſtilled into 


the tender mind as it is able to admit it; and that 


the children may be taught knowledge, and made to 


underſtand doctrine, precept mull be upon precept, pre- 
cept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line. You 
] So e 


muſt, 
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muſt, as is ſaid in the text, make the things of 
God &nown to them. You muſt endeavour to 
communicate to them more than the ſound of 
words, and the forms of reply. Like the good 


teachers in Nehemiah's days, you muſt. give the 
ſenſe, and cauſe them to underſtand the law * 
To your inſtructions and enero add 
prayers, both in the preſence and in the abſence 
of the children, for their advancement in know- 
ledge and in goodneſs. In this you have for your 
examples the inſpired teachers of Chriſtianity, and 
our Saviour himſelf, Having concluded his laſt 
| addreſs to his diſciples, he followed it with ar- 
dent and appropriate ſupplications. Lifting up bis 
eyes to heaven, he ſaid, Father ; I have given unto 


ben the words which thou gaveſt me. Sanctiſy them 
through thy truth : thy word is truth f. 

| et your practice illuſtrate and enforce your 

5 inſtructions. Exhibit in your life the beauties 

of holineſs: and walk in the light which you 
diffuſe around you. So ſhall none be able to taunt 

f KF you with that proverb of reproach, Thou that 

$54 zeacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf I. 

t f In one word, let each of you, in his place, imi- 5 

1 tate Ezra; of whom it 1s faid that he had prepared 

1 OCs | e his 


7 8 Neh. vii, 8, 7. f John xvii. 8, 17. f Rom. ii. 21. 
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his heart, ſirſt, to ſeek the law of the Lord ; and, then, 
10 do it; and then, tu teach in Iſrael ſtatutes and 


judgements *, 


PaRENTS and Hzaps or Famiits; the in- 
junction on the fathers to make known the law and 
ze/limony to their ſucceeding race, applies with pecu- 
liar force to you in your domeſtic relations. 


In your families, you muſt promote religion 
and virtue, and repreſs vice, by the exertion of 


that authority which God has committed to you. 
Abraham commanded his children and his houſehold to 
fear God and follow righteouſizelss Mine eyes, 
ſays David, Hall be upon the faithful of the land, that 


' they may dwell with me: he that walketh in a perfe/t 


@vay ſhall ſerve me. He that worketh deceit ſhall not 


_ dwell within my houfe : he that telleth lies ſhall not 
tarry in my finht *,—To the force of authority 


add the gentler and more efficacious influ- | 


ence of good example. It you wiſh your fa- 


milies to ſerve the Lord, you muſt determine 


like Joſhua +, to lead them on yourſelves; and, 


like David g, to walk within your houſe with a per- 


Feet heart. —Varther, neglect not family inſtruction; 
an exerciſe which you will ſind no leſs pleaſant to 
pour 
Eura vii. 10. 


* Pal. ei. 6, 7. (4 Joſh, xxiv. 15. Pſal. ci. 1, 2. 
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yourſelves than profitable to thoſe whom provi- 


dence has entruſted to your care, I will appeal to 


ſuch as conſcientiouſly diſcharge this duty, if 
any moments of their lives flow on with more 
pure delight than thoſe in which their children 


and domeſtics are around them, hearing and en- 
quiring concerning the great things of the law. 


ſtuence of your family inſtructions, maintain in 
your houſeholds the worſhip of God. With what 
conſiſtency or effect can you teach your domettics 


to acknowledge him in ail their ways, and in all things 


to make known their requeſts to him by prayer and ſup- 


plication ; how can you tell them that it is a good 
thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to Jing praiſes 
unto the name of the Mat High, to Peco farth his lov- 

ing kindneſs in the morning, and his jaithſulneſs every 
night: if your dwellings are not temples wherein 
is heard thankſgiving, and the vice of melody ; and 
_ it therein prayer is not ſet forth before God as incenſe, 


and the lifting up of the hands as the cucning ſacrijice ? 


The incapacity of heads of families for domeſtic 
dutics of religion is for the molt part criminal, 
the diſinclination to them is always ſo. Reſolute- 
1 begin ;=-and y Cu will find the <oay of the Lord to 


be ſ/irength, and pleaſanincſe, and peace. There are 


none who cannot in {ome form expreſs their deſires 
5 to 


—And, if you would not counteract the in- 


— — = 


| 
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to God; none who cannot impart to their chil. 
dren ſome religious inſtruction or advice: and 
your feebleſt attempts may be followed . the 
happieſt conſequences. 
On your countenance and exertions, parents 
and heads of families, the good effect of the Sab. 
bath Schools much depends. You muſt endea- 
vour to prepare the children, and you muſt ex- 
cite them to prepare themſelves, for the ſacred ex- 
erciſes in which they are there occupied. 
Even thoſe of you who enjoyed not the 
benefit of religious inſtruction in early youth, may 
do much to promote the improvement of your 
children at theſe ſeminaries. In the very want 
which you deplore you may find motives to 
prompt you to encourage their diligence, and 
i arguments to animate them in their preparations 
and attendance. 

Heads of familics who are neither ignorant nor 

indolent, may avail themſelves of theſe ſeminaries 
as helps; and will perceive them to add new ener- 
gy to the application of their children, and new 
ſpeed to their progreſs. 

They are, however, intended not to ſuper ſede 
or obſtruct, but to ſtimulate and ſecond, your ex- 
_ ertions at home. And it is pleaſant to'know, and 

to tell, that among us ſuch has been their happy 
influence 
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influence on domeſtic education, that parents are 
not more remiſs but more aſſiduous to inſtruct their 
children, and children not leſs but more diſ. 
poſed to ſeek and receive inſtruction from their 


friends or parents, than before their commence- | 


ment. 


0 ye Cn, DREN ; the commandment recog- 


niſed in the text is alſo for you. For if it be the 
duty of the fathers to teach, no leſs muſt it be the 


duty of the children to learn. To attend to the 


means of religious inſtruction is, therefore, one of 
the firſt things which God W of you's in the 

days of your youth, 

If you have parents who are able and villing 
to inſtruct you, learn of them in your own habi- 
tations. If you are ſent to theſe ſchools, be 

punctual i in your attendance on them, orderly 


when you are preſent in them, diligent in your 


preparations before you go to them, and, when 


you come out of them, return quietly home, and 
recollect and repeat the things of God which you 
- may have heard in them. Reverence your in- 
ſtructors. | Live in harmony among yourſelves : 


and wherever you meet, meet as friends. But 


| ſhun the company of thoſe naughty children who 
deſpiſe God, and Cant, and the ſcriptures, and 


good 


Y 
* 
| 
| 
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good men, and good advice: and learn not of 
them their words, or their ways. : 

Let your behaviour every day, in every place, 

and in every company, ſhow that you profit by 
the Sabbath Schools. 

Remember your Creator in the days of your youth ; 
and, Obey your parents: for on theſe two command- 
ments hang all the duties of children. Still recol- 

Jet, that God is preſent wherever you are, 
and knows whatever you think, and hears | 
whatever you ſay, and fees whatever you do. 
The heavens and the earth declare his glory; but 
his character, and his will, are beſt learned from 
the holy ſcriptures, which are his on words. 
Read them, and hide them in your hearts, and 
they will make you wiſe, and good, and happy. 15 
Believe his promiſes, in which he offers to you 
the richeſt bleſſings, as free gifts. Obey his com- 
mandments, in which he tells you what is your 
duty. Pray to him every day, for he has ſaid, 
they that ſee me early, ſpall find ne. Truſt in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and he will ſave you with an everlaſting 
ſalvation. 
If you have loſt your parents, remember that 
God is the father of the 7atherleſs, and the orphan's 
ſtay; and commit yourſelves to his care, and he 
will teach, and guide, and keep . and raiſe up 


friends to hel ou. 
. 5 LET 
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$> | 
LET me now, in concluſion, briefly addreſs 
the MEN or THE PRESENT GENERATION, in ge- 


neral: all of whom the text includes in the claſs 
of fathers whoſe duty it is to make known the 


word of God to the children. 
Perhaps, there are ſome of you, brethren, 


* 


Who are fo far from being able to diſcharge this 
duty to your inferiors in years, that you are your- 


ſelves utter ſtrangers to the elements of Chriſtiani- 


ty; and who are fo far from giving diligence to gain 
ſacred knowledge, that you are bleſling yourlelves 


in your ignorance, and deceiving your own {ouls 
with the miſerable ſophiſtry—That if you know 
leſs than others, you have leſs to account for. 


But have you not known ? have you not heard? 
has it not been told you from the beginning, that 
his is the condemnation, that light 1s come into the world, 

and men love dartneſs rather than light. Of this be 
_ aſſured, that it is criminal to be ignorant of what 
you ought to have known, and might have known; 1 
and that for ſuch ignorance, with all its conſe- 


quences, you are accountable, and condemnable. 
Voluntary ignorance of the word of God, will not 
excuſe your inattention to his proclamations of 


duty is in the 10 or ol £ grace in the goſpel. Youarethe 


perſons 


In 
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perſons of whora it is ſaid in the ſcriptures, They 
know not, neither witl they underſtand; they walk on 
in darkneſs. I have written to them the great things 
of my law, but they were accounted as a fi range thing. 


And if, while your preſent diſpoſition continues, = 


you promiſe yourſelves impunity or happineſs 


from the eternal Judge, you are bleſſing thoſe _ 
whom God has not bleſſed. Think not that you ſhall 


reach heaven with ſhut eyes and careleſs hearts, or 


that, from the darkneſs in which you have choſen 


to dwell, "you ſhall aſcend into the pureſt light of 
God. Beware left that come upon you which is 


written in the prophets, It is a people of no under- 
- flandirg, therefore he that made them will not have 
mercy upon them, and he that formed them will ſhow a 
them no favour. For that they hated knowledge, and 
did not chuſe the fear of the Lord : therefore ſhall they 
eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with 
their own devices. Becauſe I have called, and ye re- 
fuſed ; becauſe 1 have ſtretched out my hand, and „ 
did not regard ; but ſet at nought all my counſel, and 
would none of my reproof : J alſo will laugh at your | 
calamity, and mock when your fear cometh. Then 
ſpall » ye call upon me, but I will net anſwer ; ye ſhall 


fetch me, but ſhall noi find me. | The Lord Jeſus ſhall 


be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, taking 


vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not the 
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goſpel *. Aſhamed of your ignorance, and alarmed 


at the tremendous and irrecoverable ruin into 


which you are ſtumbling, open your eyes ere you 
lift them up in endleſs deſpair | Acquaint now thyjelf 
_ with God, and be at peace : thereby good ſhall come unto 
thee. Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and 
lay up his words in thine heart +. If thou hideſi his com- 


mandments with thee ; yea, if thou crieſt after knows. 
ledge, and lifteth up thy voice for underſtanding ; if 
thou ſeckeſt her as ſilver, and ſcarcheſt for her as for 
hid treaſures ; then ſhalt thou underſtand the fear of | 


the Lord, and find the knowledge of God |. 


Bur there are multitudes among us who are 
2 deſtroyed, not for lack of knowledge, but by the „ 


buſe of it! They poſſeſs it; they can impart It: 


but they rebel again/t the light : greatly reſenib- 
ling in character and conduct that perſidious race 
—who kept not God's : 
teſtimonies, and his covenant ; and believed him not, 
and tru/ted not in his ſalvation ; but tempted him in 
their hearts, and were not eftranged from their luſts Ke 


ſtigmatized ia this pſalm ;— 


=» © Take 


15. xvii. 2 Prov. i. 24, &c. 2 ThefT, 3 1, 8, 9. 
+ Job xxii, 22. f Prov. ii 1, &c, 
'$ Verſes 10, 18, 22, 30, 315 56. . 
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Take heed that you reſemble them not alſo in 


doom! Alas! what will it avail you to know much E” 


and to inſtruct many, if you hold the truth in unrigh- 


teouſneſs. 
” Perſiſting in your ſecret or open trelpalles, learn 5 
1 aſluredly that whatever are your profeſſions of de- 
votedneſs to God, he diſclaims connexion with 


you; and that whatever is your zeal to propagate 


his truths, he diſdains your ſervices. Untothe wicked | 
| God ſaith, What haſt thou 10 do to declare my ſtatutes, , 


or to take my covenant in thy mouth : ? Seeing thiu hat- 


ed inſlrudtion, and caſieſt my words behind thee *. 

= a the awful declaration of him to whom all | 
; judgement is committed rouſe you to flee from 

the wrath to come: — the laſt day, many will ſay unto 


me, Lord, Lord, Haſt thou not taught in our ſtreets? have 


aue not eaten and drunk in thy preſence ? ? have we not 


- propheſe ed in thy name ? to whom I will profe eſs, never 


knew you ; depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 
And then it ſhall be more tolerable for thoſe who 


have fanned without the law than for you who have 


known the way of righteou neſs, but have turned from | 


_ the holy commanament. 


Take the benefit of thy own. « and 


| be wiſefor thyſelf, 0 man who art rt infirutied cut of 


the 


* 'Pfal, I. 16, 17. 


3 


SERMON . 167 
the law. No longer rebel againſt the light around 
_ thee, and within thee. Obcy the goſpel. Mix the 
word with faith. Receive the truth in the love of it 


that thou mayeſt be ſaved : And treaſure not up to thy- 


elf wrath againſt the day of wrath, and revelation of 


the righteous Judgment of God. 


455 now, laſtly, let me turn to you who both 
know the things of God, and do them; who have 
received his teſtimony, and fet to your ſeal that he is | 
true; who build vpon his promiſes hopes which 
riſe to heaven; and who delight greatly in his com- 
mandments, and are the undefiled in the way. You : 
are the true Iſrael with whom he has eſtabliſhed | 
Amis covenant: and of whom he lays, They ſhall 


be taught of ; me : Tz will put my laws into their mird, 


| | ard write them in their hearts ; and I will be 10 them 
4 God, and they ſhall be to me a people. 1 have form- 


ed them for myſelf, they ſhall ſhow forth my praiſe. 


| Gratefully adore The Father of lights who has 
| made you wiſe 70 fatvation. | Never forget his pre- | 


: opts, for with them he hath quickened you. Hope to the 


end: for not one good word which he has ſpoken 
hall be unfulfilled. by patient continuance in well. -doing ; 


ſeek for glory, and bonour, and ' immortality. Building up 
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e wourſelves in the love of God, looking for 
„ our Jord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal life. 
you mull be ever diſpoſed to obey the 


mand which we have been enforcing. 


Surely you muſt feel it ſupremely your duty, 


your dehre and your delight, to propagate 
that goſbel which has been to you the word of life ; 
to bring fin ners to that Saviour, whoſe grace has 
been to you exceeding abundant; and to ſhaw forth 
he praiſes of that God who hath called you out 9 


darkneſs into his marvellous Mgt. 


Any now, | bleſſed be the moſt High God for 
ſo early eſtabliſhing his law and teſtimony in theſe _ 
iſles of the ſea; for enabling our fathers to tranſ. | 
mit the privileges of the goſpel to our times and to 
us; for favouring us with unmoleſted liberty to . 

profeſs and publiſh his truths; 3 for exciting among 
our contemporaries, in our own and in other 
4 lands, an ardent and active zeal to promote the 
intereſts of Chriſtianity; and for uniting your 

hearts and exertions, as at this day, to make 


| known the doctrines of his holy word to our ſuc- 
ceeding race! 


May they ariſe and Ade thew: to their chil. - 
1 dren and may their children tel another genera- 
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tion: — that hey may ſet their hope in God, and not 
forget his word, but keep his commandments ; and that 


wondrous works, as * as the tun and moon 
endure! 


FINIS. 


race unto race may praiſe him, and proclaim his 
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RISE AND STATE 
0 * THB 


SABBATH SCHOOLS IN PAISLEY. 


rn av. THE SECRETARY.) : 


tians in Paiſley converſing upon the ſubj-& of religious 
education, and underſtanding that Sabbath evening Schools 
were erected in different parts of the country, were of 
opinion that ſomething of the kind among themſelves was 
highly neceſſary. - They met ſeveral times for the purpoſe 
of conſulting one another upon the moſt proper mode of 
promoting a plan that promiſed to be attended by the moſt 
beneficial effects. Nothing, however, of conſequence 
was done till the ſubject was mentioned in the Miſhonary 


Society, and warmly recommended by ſome of the mem- 


bers. The Society agreed to requeſt the different Seſſions 


in town to inform the Prayer meetings in their connexion, 


that a conſultation with all who wiſhed well to the erection 


of Sabbath Schools was intended. 


Accordingly, on the 26th of December, a numerous 
meeting was » held in Mr. Bell's School room. Having 


| choſen 


IN the month of November 1797, ſome private Chriſ- 


* rr * 6 IT 4 a 
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choſen a Preſes and Clerk, they took into conſideration a 
few hints of a plan, and unanimovſly reſolved, that 
ſomething of the kind was both neceſſary and practicable. 
To modify and bring forward ſome rules for the regula. 
tion of their future meetings, and the conduct of the 
Schools they intended to open, they appointed a Commit- 

tee of thirty-five perſons, choſen from all the large con- 
gregations in Town, beſides the miniſters of theſe congre- 
gations. 
The above Committee met in the Low Church Seffion 
houſe upon the . January 1798, and — to the 


8 loving 


; RULES for the Fredtion and Support of Sanvarh Evex- 
ING SCHOOLS 1 in PAISLEY. | 1 


1. Th Montes is cond of ol thoſe who ſignify 
| their intention to ſupport the inſtitution by ſubſcribing 
. the following regulations; ; or by inſerting their names in 
a book kept for the purpoſe. 
2. The neceſſary Funds to be raiſed by Subſcription 
and voluntary contribution of all who wiſh well to the in- 
ſtitution 3 or by collection at the church doors on certain | 
15 occaſions. | 7 
3. The Society ſhall chuſe a A Committee to meet the 
ſecond Monday of every month or oftener if neceſſary. 
4. The Society ſhall meet the ſecond Monday of Janu- 
ary annually to chuſe a Committee, a Treaſurer and Secre- 


vy, and report. the e of the preceding year. 
8. The 
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5. The Becretury ſhall take minutes of the proceed- 
| ings of every meeting of the Committee. 
5656. The Committee ſhall uſe every prudent meaſure 
for bringing forward D eachers of ſound 8 and ge- 
| nuine piety, | 
x They (hall appoint two of their number to viſit each 
: School occaſionally. e 
8. If {uch viſitors obſerve any thing amiſs in the mode 
bol conducting the Schools, they thall endeavour to get it 
rectified. | 
9. The Committee may occaſionally order relipious 5 
books as premiums to the children to be diſtributed by 
| the teachers or viſitors according to the attendance, beha- 
Lviour and proficiency of the Scholars. 
e Every meeting to be begun and ended with prayer 
for the Divine bleſſing upon theſe means of inſtruction 
afforded to the asg and many 3 


RULES for condufting he Sonors 


"I The ſole object of theſe Schools ſhall be religious | in- 
ſtruction. 
II, In the 8 e esch School ſhall be 
opened a Committee of the friends of religion may be cho- 
ſen to meet orcaſionally, ſuperintend the School, and at- | 
tend regularly by rotation in order to affiſt the Teacher. 
III. That every meetivg of a School be begun with a 
| ſhort courſe of praiſe and prayer. —The uſual exerciſes to 
be reading and repeating portions of ſcripture and inſtruc- 


Eta 
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tion by Catechizing. The whole to be concluded with a 
ſhort advice, prayer and praiſe. 

IV. That the children ſhall be divided into Claſſes ac- 
cording to their capacity and progreſs—and the Teachers 
ſhall ſee that regular attendance be given. 


A meeting of the friends of the plan was again held in 
Mr. Bell's School room on the 16th January, when the a- 
bove was laid before them, and adopted as the rules of 
what they agreed to call IHE DOCIETY FOR ERECTING 

' AND SUPPORTING SABBATH Schools IN PAlsLET. The 

ſame Committee was deſired to continue for a year and | 

| meet monthly according to the rules. 

Several teachers having offered their ſervices, it was 
agreed to open ſeven ſchools in different parts of the 
Town. To each of theſe, ſix neighbours of approved cha- 

; racers and knowledge were choſen as an aſſiſting Commit. 
tee, with power to increaſe their own aer as they 
| ſhould find it neceſſary. ES 

It was ſuggeſted that a Sabbath Evening Lecture might : 


be preached occaſionally, the collection to be applied 85 5 


the purpoſes of the inſtitution. To this the miniſters pre- 
ſent agreed, and Sabbath 4th February was appointed for 
the firſt of theſe Lectures, when intimation ſhould be 

given from the pulpits reſpecting the deſign of the Society, 
and the time of opening the Schools. 

When attendance was given on gaturday evening the 
16th February to receive the names of children intended 
for the Schools, ſuch numbers appeared that it was found 
neceſſary immediately to double the number of ſchools, ſo 

that 
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that upon the ſecond or third Sabbath there were fifteen, 


in which about 1200 children attended. About the end 


of April there were twenty ſchools and 1495 children. 


At the meeting of the Committee in September there 
were 27 Schools—Children 1 526. 


Bude collefied at the gl Church at Six Evening 


| Sermons, as follows : 


February 4 | . 2 Be 


March . =_ 55 „ 
April 29 VVUõf, nd ct . 20 17 AL 
July 1 Wo Fg EY 24 WS 
| September 25 3 „ 1 "7 1 
November 25 * „ 16 0 54 
L. 119 Ts 


The Society have e as follows 5 


55 For Bibles t to 585 poorer Children, L. 41 4 8 
— Printing Watts' Preſervative from the e 
| Sins and Follies mT: 12 4 6 
—Catechiſms for Poor Children „„ oe 8-8. 
 —Janeway's Token, M8 | 4 1 
Early Piety, 1 EI DE 3-10 3 
—Rents, Candles, &c. for all the Schools 4 1 8 oF 
1, 1 2 2 
Balance in the Treaſurer's hands, L 4 5 10 
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As there are various items of expence incurred for 


Candle, Coals, and Rent not yet charged, it is probable, 


the preſent balance will not be more than ſufficient to diſ- 


charge them. But as Chriſtians of the different denomi- 


nations highly approve of the inſtitution, and of the good 
effects reſulting from the exertions of the Committees of 
inſtruction, there is little reaſon to doubt the contributions 
will be equal to the expenditure. 

Tre General Committee have it in agitation to erect 


Schools for the inſtruction of young perſons of both lexes 


above the age of fourteen. The ſubject has been ſre- 


quentiy before them, and it has been agreed, that ſuch 


Schools ſhall be opened as ſoon as convenient in the f. pring. 


Two Schools are alſo intended in which inſtruction ſhall 
be communicated in the Gelic Language, for the benefit of 
thoſe not FORCE IgE with the Faul 


C WILLIAM CARLILE, Preſes, 
Paiſley, 20th Nev. 1798. 5 e „ 
= e W. MG AVIN, Secretary. 
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